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*' Foob tliat ye are i (tlie nmige thus replieit 
His inward fury Mazing at hia eyes), ~ ^ 

Or strangers^ distant fiur ftmn our abodes. 
To bid me r everence or regard the Gods. 
Know then, we Cydops are a race, above 
Tbose air-bred people, and dieir goat-nun'd Jin^ t 
And learn, oar power proceeds with thee and diini^ 
Not as be wills, bat as ourselyes incline." 

Hombe's Ootssbt, Bk DL t. 82ff. 
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THE SON OF DUPLICITY; 



OR, 



THE STILL, SMALL VOICE, 



CHAPTER I. 

** Oh ! Physiognomy, thou cruel science, thou 
mysterious source of toooften-fatal information, 
— ^thou tormentor of the wise, — thou resolute 
admonitor,- — thou bitter bane to the sweet secu- 
rity of reposing confidence, of what use art thou ?^ 
exclaimed the lovely Alzaida, — " of what service, 
but to undermine the happiness of our lives? 
But, for thy tell-tale knowledge, how agreeably 
had flown the sunny hours of many a human 
being, who, satisfied with the general appearance 
of another, had not sought to penetrate the hidden 
mysteries of a character, which, but for this 
science, had perchance escaped the ordeal proving 
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its deceptivexiess. Yet, tbou 9rt u$efttl-f-« ye, uvfful 
as faitbfijd,— tand faithful aa a mirror pf . h^ 

light,— , ....,t.'f 

' Link distinguished in heaven's sethereal chain/ " 

^< Y^ !"" ^abe epntuoiiied, rising and pacings tfie 
low-roofed saloon, which, supported byipSlass 
and lattjca-wprk eA the extremities, left the whole 
fi:ont opeo^ tQ receive the effect of die &e^hjst(§9s. 

» 

^^ Yes ! I will still be the willing votary^*-^iftiU 
be an bumble adcHrer at that shme^ whose -wotbI^ 
^ads to the real feelings of the beari;^ roused. «to 
ftQt^n by the: busy voice within ; .disputing wlpiie 
with the features of the face ; and thott, ' BviMl- 
tiadffi) whose words flow nnootlily aoli^ gototly, 
^USt^yet be doubted r .■ i i» mj 

HenrC) the embroidered handkarchieC'waa^rtMisitod 
across the polished for^iead of the )li>vfiy«i^i9alwf; 
who advanced to the edge of 'the tofTaoe' ibailf j^ 
by a flight of steps to the court bel^ifr>' wb^re a 
fountain of qp«rkUng waiter^ drdedby ^itaigtrMd 
„ citron trees, munnufed <in gentle unison* 'vitb the 
.evening l»ees5e. . •• -, 



^"^^e^ leaning over' t&e' balustrade, Alz^de 
i^tbhed ^ smalt' tHbite ' sail which gaily flitted 
before the wind, from round the extreme point 
of Orty^a, and adyancing through the splendid 
bay, directly to the private landing at the foot 
4t l^d gar<knA id ilhe YJtk iBtal^^era, the^ dis* 
"^•albiprk^ itl^ drew. 

jlortt was one of those delighlful evenhigs, with 
.'4»hkh the clime of Sicily is supreiiAidy blessed; 
'«sftken a gentle breeze^ succeeding a day of intense 
'iMat, reinvigorates the enervated frame; and 
restoring the eiasticity of the spirits, seems to 
vhirrit^ liarth and strengthen the higher faculties 
bf>tBen»iid; 

' iAit^aida fell its influence. Accustomed to de- 
pend on the resources of intellectual knowledge, 
i "rile: 'had none of the wayward caprice that seeks 
etthidtotioa from a giddy world, by dipping here 
^abA> there into its lighter amusements, 
i '9Ue had early loved — ^that love had not been 
Wghted; but it had been quenched: slie had 
sfeen the necessity, and without a murmur,— 
without a tear, — and by an efibrt, without a sigh ; 



had ppur^d the waters of Ledie ovar the piirt 
lucid flame. The a»hes s|[OouMered for a^Aflttj 
but un-urn^:th^y mj^^ed ia tiixie wdth the eocB^on 
earth, an.^^b^ame— "dust. to duiat T • ^ i- »i} 

A^zaida never repined •' ev ai ia; the • nuaiuier ^ iH 
performiwgttWs 4qty she, had obtei»^d a.vibtaiy? 
that \ic^Qry,;)yas over^ herself ; over oue -of Itlic 
strongest passions of human nature* She reVeTed 
the benefit ; and in the general calbfi retixieiient 
of her mind, found that peace whieh the wovM 
could neither give, nor take from her. 

Still, anxiety would intrude at times; and 
the object who now occupied ber thoughts^ was 
Hamiltiades; a young man. of tolerable attaiti- 
ments, pleasing manners, and voice so smooth, 
-that, like the gliding serpent through the verdant 
grass, its aim was reachedj— its venom entered, 
ere suspicion was afloat; while all-ocfiupying, 
soul-absorbing selfishness beamed through his 
small grey eyes, revelling in narrow-minded deep 
hypocrisy. 

He was possessed of immense wealth, which had 
been amassed by his ancestors during the earlier 
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«ges, by the then lacratire employment of making 
arms, accoutrements) and armor. 
.^ .According to their own account, this family was 
descended from the Cyclops;' ther possessors of 
Sicily, before the swarthy Spaniard quitted -the 
)[iieaiid^ag banks of the Sicantii^, to found cities 
idid villages ; usurping and destroying the native 
dwellings of its aborigines. 

; i£tna -still resounded with her mighty forge, — 
i^h the thunder of her eternal anvils ; — still sent 
forth her rivers of liquid fire, and her bolts of 
Vraigeasice: but, her (said) workmeri,-^her arti- 
&}ers, had mixed with the children of men, and 
the descendants of Brontes, the famed son of Coelus 
and Terra, traced their descent through an in- 
Jterknixtnrb of Sicani, and Siculi, till they blended 
in ' the person of Hamiltiades, with the crafty 
Sytteauson, (a colony of 800 years standing, from 
-the Coririthian state; which, apparently, export- 
ing a sample of the whole virtues aiid vices of 
Greece, had caused the saying, that ** Syracusae 
produced the best and most excellent of men, 
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wbeit vdrtuQEn.; ^it< tbe .BH»i.vi€kJsd^an^. >cbt 
{raved, :whenaddid£d to Tuaoiu^ptiraidts.^)- . •^lit 

Alzaida bad. eatlj> learned to dvaw the lidcr fibs 
had mddeiiiiiraiai (iiatare hor study, and loecplDg 
within herself a eonin^aaxid oTcr the passicms^ Ibid 
snoeeeded (»:4)btflin diat knawledge of tbe* hebstk 
of others^' rvpfaipli, aided by a correct judgmedit^aii 
physiognomy, induced her greatly to witbofakir 
fcom general flhoeiety« It was true, her sitnalion 
in life obliged her to mix at times with tht 
giddy crowd, but she so oiben found the- tpngilie 
belied the heart, while the oonntenance betrat^vd 
its duplicity, that, sarrounded by mahy^eiie: £dk 
alone* * • > ' 

Pious to the gods> and rigid in the.ilitc^tf 
and purity of her own principles,, she beed^ 
neither the smiles, noi* frowns of unappvqoktiiig 
mortals; and strict to the law of approving 
conscience, would persevere to the fagrink i»f tlie 
worldV censure^ in pursuance of higheri dastieb, 
to the gods, or to her fcUow-creatqres. • ^ . ^ ^ 

To reclaim the wickfed,-*^to turn thedi firom 



fibefikl m&yn^^^to pntrcnt «ii impendingoat HaCwi p h c 
falling on -tbe iimooeHt^ imr^the dieiifthed objoels 
dTHhe benevoknce of bcr heMt: andl that bene- 
i^alcpioe^ the idolized pet^ die apofled' «hild of bet 
baiaigmee, wai the sole oppoang iniuence that 
hadso ktely mifted the inward war&ic^ tibe bkAcr 
caviUingt with the better judgmont of her 

! oiThe aim had sunk below the horilxiii; «nd tht 
fihr light douda w«fted by the breeae^ atill retained 
the. golden tiata of its departing raya, whilat :the 
:aoftaDed hueaiof the extenaive wooda aioondy fant 
deepening, with tbe i^oeding light, threw their 
half encircling shadowa; seemingly thought Al- 
0Bi^l&eidie>ann8of death, gradually enshrouding 
idte^Ughter grace at youth, till both ahall aiok into 
.llie repose of datknesa. 

..iil2he gende aephyr atill oontinued'to load bis 
afoial wings with the thousand sweeta exhaling 
fimn* the aromatic shnilMv with. which the gRrdens 
of jfitalcaea amply abounded, when Alzaida,' wrap^ 
pimg herself in a stlken vdl, descended the merble 
ateps, and proceeded through groves of orange, 
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citron, limes, and acacias, till the stronger wind 
on the immediate beach threw back the almost- 
overpowering fragrance, and left her to the en- 
joyment of the sea-breeze. 

She wai^dered on ; and on approaching the bark, 
seen from the terrace, found it deeply sunk in the 
sand, and deserted by its crew. The whine and 
angry struggle of a dog, apparently under re- 
straint, gave her slight uneasiness; but as she 
passed close to the vessel, the vehemence of bark- 
ing increased to a furious rage; and ultimately, 
native strength gaining the mastery over restric- 
tion, a beautiful creature of the Molossian breed, 
with a broken cord round his neck, suddenly 
bounded over the side, and running round Alzaida, 
shook her roughly by a corner of her veil in joyful 
recognition. 

It was her lamented father'^s old and faithful 

* 
/riend, who had been missing for some days, and 

Alzaida now felt rather alarmed at his having been 

in possession of those who disembarking at the 

private landing, might probably have the intention 

of communication with the house, under concealment 
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of night. She therefore determined immediately 
to return, and put the domestics on their guard ; 
but the dog violently opposed h« re-entering the 
gardens. He crouched at her feet and whined ; 
stood on his hind legs to push her back; and 
lastly, seizing her dress between his teeth, reso- 
lutely dragged her from the gate. 

" What is the matter with thee, Cylo ?" said 
Alzaida ; '^ thou wast anxious to get back to 
thy mistress, wilt thou not also go home ?"" 

Cylo shook the long, dark brown, glossy fur, 
that encompassed his robust yet beautifully rounded 
and compact form ; and that part of the animal'*s 
frame that so usually indicates pleasure or offence^ 
oscillated to and fro in wrathful movement, while 
his sleek delicately pointed ears started upright in 
dismay, and without letting go the dress, he 
replied by a low grumbling noise, very nearly 
approaching to an angry growl ; and made another 
and still more strenuous effort to drag her forward. 

This time she yielded, for it occurred to her, 
that perchance, the men whom she had seen land 
from the vessel, if they had any dishonest intention, 

B 5 
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might no^ be lurking about the shrubberies, 
thou^ she had passed without seeing them, on 
coming to the beach ; and that the dog probably 
was not sufficiently pleased with their bdiaVioor 
to himself, to wish his young mistress to run into 
their power : she therefore deemed it advisable 
to return round the outer walls, and fences of 
the gardens, and gain the house by a different 
entrance; but had to proceed some distance 
along the shore before she could reach the 
pathway that would lead her to the public 
road facing the mansion. 

Arriving at the wood which skirted the Villa 
iEtalcsea, the dog suddenly nestled close to her 
side, put his nose to the ground, and again taking 
her robe between his teeth, drew her towards it. 

Alzaida had often passed through this portion of 
her father'*s domain, and sauntered, or reclined 
beneath the venerable shade of its ancient trees; 
but, under the circumstances of this evening, she 
felt no inclination to shorten her walk, by pene- 
trating its now gloomy depth, even though defended 
by her faithful Cylo; but he was of a different 
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QpiiUciiL to his mistre^S) he let go the dresS) which 
indeed had already begun to give way, from the 
serious insertions of his teeth^ and advancing a few 
paces by himself, looked back with so earnest an 
appeal9~that Alzaida, struck by his singubur manner/ 
j^esolved to follow whatever way he might lead, 

Cylo» as if sensible of her intention^ trotted (Ha, 
and with a lively step, drew her towards the 
very centre of the wood^ through a path, which ap- 
peared only to have been formed by a recent pushing 
aside of the branches of the trees, many of which 
hung by a slender strip of bark to the sides of their 
parent^upporters ; some, having regained their 
displaced position, presented to the touch, though 
scarcely to the sight (for it was nearly dark), dis- 
agreeable, and in other cases almost impervious 
obstacles. 

Still Alzaida proceeded, thinking, from the dog'd 
evident anxiety, that some case of distress might 
probably require her aid ; or, that perhaps with 
the well-known sagacity of those animals, he was 
conducting her from the direct road of danger ; at 
all events, it was too late to retract her former 



determination, and after about half an hour s 
difficult progress, through stunted copse wood, 
hanging branches, and trees often so closely grown, 
as barely to admit of a passage between, her 
compamon led her into a small open space, appa- 
rently the accidental effect of the natural growth 
of the surrounding wood. 

Alzaida sat down to recruit her strength, and 
renovate the courage of her mind ; for it was now 
perfectly dark, save ^an occasional glimpse from 
the moon, beaming through the lofty foliage of the 
venerable lime, the chesnut, and the ash. 

Even the " silver Dian'*' rose not in the full 
brilliancy of her wonted light, but ever and anon, 
crossed by those few yaporish clouds, that in the 
earlier part of the evening had hovered over the 
bay, but which now spread far and wide, assuming 
a heavy appearance, seemed to frown on this 
untoward expedition. 

The wind began to whistle in low dismal accord- 
ance with the scene, and Alzaida could scarcely 
avoid repenting her easy compliance with the 
wilfulness of the dog, whom, by his running about 
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in dHFerent directions, she naturally concluded to 
have been overpowered in his scent by the myriads 
of wild flowers growing in this sequestered spot, 
rivalling in perfume the far-famed and delicious 
meads of Enna. 

^And she thought of the uneasiness that would 
accrue at home from her long absence ; and the 
danger that might perchance happen from her 
delay in putting the househt)ld on their guard. 

But she had not time for much reflection, for Cylo 
having snuffed, and pushed his way through every 
interstice between the thickly studded trees sur- 
rounding this little space, suddenly bounded with 
delight, and by his manoeuvres made her sensible 
that he wished her to follow him. 

She rose^— advanced a few steps, and fell over 
sOmetBing slippery and shining. A gleam of 
moonlight discovered it to be an oval piece of 
gold, of about the size usually worn as a locket ; 
with the likeness of a friend, engraved by the 
skilful hand of some artist or sculptor of the day, 
having a chain attached. 

The idea of the ship^s crew being robbers, and 
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that the dqg was conducting her to the repository 
of their unlawful gains, now forcibly occurred to 
Alzaida's mind, and willingly would she, at least, 
have tried to retrace her steps ; but Cylo, seem- 
ingly impatient, even at this short delay, seized the 
chain, and endeavoured to drag her forward by its 
length*. Alzaida took it from between his teeth, 
and considering that she might restore it to its 
lawful owners, leading perhaps to conviction of 
the offenders, she hid it beneath her dress, and 
followed without further hesitation. 

Their route^ which had hitherto been in a 
straight-forward direction, now diverged nearer to 
the sem whose roaring biUows might be distincdy 
heard, betokening a swiftly approaching tempest. 

Alzaida, remembering that the ruins of an old 
temple were said formerly to have stood in this 
part of the now overgrown wood, hoped, that 
should there be any remains, to reach its friendly 
shelter, before the heavy rain, the already large 
spattering drops of which premised a falling 
deluge, should prevent their disentanglement from 
their present intricate path. She invoked the 
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gentle goddess of tlie silver bow, but ber fattlxful 
Cylo udiered her into the very place, ere she bad 
time to conclude her prayer. 

A stream of light' played through an cqsening 
opposite to her, and Aleaida soon perceived 
that she had entered one of the side vestibules or 
anti-chambers of the main building, separated by a 
wall, but beneath the roofing of the pillared por- 
tico, most of whose outward and once substantial 
columns had yielded to the siege of time^ and now 
strewed the floor with dismembered firagments. 

Cylo, who from the moment of entering the 
wood, had not barked, nor made the slightest 
noise, save the unavoidable snapping of the dry 
brushwood, now crouched low, dragging his limbs 
close to the floor. Alzaida followed with cautious 
step and suppressed breathing, till both Cylo and 
herself, looking through the crevice, she beheld a 
sight, which thrilled her very soul with horror. 

On a long square of black marble, which 
scarcely betokened its former use, unless by aflSnity 
of idea, with its present service, lay the body of a 
victim ! 
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It was that of a young and lovely m^den I 
The polished foreheadf though now blan(:hed m 
deaths the pure Grecian outline, and the dark 
fringe of the closed eyes, bespoke a beauty of 
interest, whose white robe, crimsoned from the 
breast to the embroidered hem, glared fiercely to 
the flaming torch. 

The wind ^rushed through the open roof in 
fearful gusts, and the rain descended in a sluice, 
threatening subversion to the tottering fabric. 

Two shaggy heads might just be seen above 
the level of the moss-grown floor, apparently 
sinking a grave, while a man of fierce Cyclopean 
aspect held the lighted pine, by which he guided 
and directed their labors. 

But — there was another, a fourthj^ whose hurried 
step, as he paced to and fro, evidenced the internal 
workings of a mind ill at ease. 

He paused now and then, to look at the clay- 
cold corpse of her, who, perchance, had lived in 
gaiety and peace, till deception and -barbarity had 
robbed her of happiness and life. 

As he stooped, and kissed the marble lips with 
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the fervor of passion, the wound of death burst 
forth afresh, and the blood gushing over his frce^ 
eovered the light vest beneath his doak, whidi the 
wind had blown aside. 

He started upright, and a vivid flash of lightning 
displayed to her view — ^the person of Hamiltiades ! 

Alzaida moved not— spoke not. She saw the 
grey eyes, which she had often likened to deep 
caverns beneath the rugged ledges of an over- 
hanging- rock, lower on the men who had ceased 
thdr work in mute horror; while the savage 
monster by their side, proclaiming a fell spirit, 
equal to his appearence, angrily bade them proceed. 

The wind and raia together, displacing many 
portions of the dilapidated roof, they fell principally 
into the interior, and a large tile striking severely 
against the dog, forced from him a half-stifled 
groan, audible however to those in the innar paK 
of the building. 

The two assistants sprung from their sunken 
position, threw down their implements, and, with 
an exclamation of terror, rushed from the building. 
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Akaicla. «6uld <his«r tb^^mi teiuaiig thDouf^rifa^ 
wobd) abd ' sMj^ing > the bmii(:heii of tha ttcmy 99 
they ran forward, heedless of a paAh ; : IqUqir^ li|r 
the torohtbetfer^ Jdn|)7eo$fli]aig .v^ngefOKe 09t )tkeir 
cowardiee. u - »' i • ,' . • ..•: ^.t .?^ 

HaOEoikiaideS) otx whom.itbe fear of -coefnottMi 
was greater thail the terror of snperalitiaa^iiiMpi^ 
diately. jteiaed .th9 ignited pine} aiid» haT3il§ 
searched round where lay the corpse^ etitfireft 
theouj^h a door noar to Alzaida, who had scoitcfely 
time to ooDceal herself behind the pedestal of e 
mutilated figure. , . loi 

The dog followed Glasely-^lioked..the hfiiid of 
his mistress^-^growled aa Hasultiades approached) 
and finally sprung forward in fi^rcft d^fianp^ , H , 

^'Aoeursed fiend,^ he ei:(claimedi ^^<hi^ didMt 
thou get loose ?^ and he laid the torch Up$»»fi^ 
ground, where it still gave sufficient light fto^id 
the use of the sword, which he quickly fiashml<or«r 
thie doomed animal. 

But Hamiltiades had no trifling. adversary to 
deal with; the mastifi^^ : avoiding tba< blow tiM 



wbuld4iAv«= tevcied hirh«ad ftom hiir'bodyytpnmg 
tci tbe' %hrdaf • of M» witttgdnkt^ wA both itdkd 
t0g^di«r^'tbe'ito0EV " ./ • . 

from her concealment; but Cylo still «trugg^ed 

njth tl»e faftO-£aidhig blreotik of his netir ^Mdstned 

fSfpM^it, dnd Alzaida was oblig^y - by angry 

isman^trakice, and madn sti^ngdi, to dragi faim 

feooiiUisbold* 

' Haimltiades rose, troubling with rmge and exer* 

don. ' << Whfit hast thou seen ?^ he roriferated^ as 

soon as he could speak. 

* ^ Mt>re than thou wouldst that I had;^ re|)lied 

.Mfitatda, .planting to the open rent in the wall. 

" Hamilfiaded looked through, and by the repeated 
flklhings of the Ugbtniitg, saw too truly that be was 
Mrtmy^. ' 

< -^^'Tfajr mutet is safe, wretched man,"^ she added; 
^ 4sotDpletd thy work, and repent.^ 

** Yes ! yes !'' he muttered between hi» clenched 
teeft, and he drew his upper lip till it seemed but 
as a line beneath his expanded nostrils ; his eye- 
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brows furrorwedy and the balls gLowod as living 
sparks on a blackened surface^ thoi^^h his cadar 
verous features betrayed the palest hue of de^« ^ 
^^ Yesy"" after a short pause, he again muniuired, 
** Yes ! I will finish my work I** . j 

Alzaida receded to the middle of the spaciouahall. 

He advanced* 

^^ Stand back, monster!^ she exclaimed^ 
^' wouldst thou a double »murder on thy guilty 
soul? Forbear! and dread the avenging gods, 
whose holy temple, though in ruins, thou hast 
already profaned by thy sacrilegious deed.^ 

"Ah! ha!'^ said he, "dost thou threaten?— 
dost thdu think to defy me? and then, with thy 
accursed dog, go forth to betray me?'' 

" I have told thee thy secret is safe," repli^ 
Alzaida. . , - 

" Swear it then," he exclaimed, brandish]^ his 
glittering weapon. 

The dog growled, and struggled with his raift- 
tress, w,ho however held him tightly by her veil, 
twisted round his neck. 
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- ^ Peace, Cylo! peace;" and thou, Hamiltiades, 
dare not to interrupt our return homeward. Thy 
sfeeret; I tell thee^ for the thffd time, is safb.'' 

'"'Bw^Ar it tfcen,*^" he said again, «« or— '^ and 
he lowered his voice, which gradudly — almost 
iinrp^eptfbly, sunk into, its usual mild softness. 
He laid down his weapon at some distance, and 
a^pfToaching near, " Alzaida,^ said he, " let our 
engagement stand as it was.*" 

'She shuddered. 

• « Thou needst not fear,^ he added, in a firmer 
voice, " nor do I talk to thee of love, now— though 
I loved thee yesterday. Aye, by the immortal 
gods, I loved thee ! '^ 

"Then wherefore that sight P'^ demanded Al- 
2aida, ks a vivid flash of the electric fluid illumined 
the inner part of the temple, tlvough the aperture. 
'*' Siie died innocent !** he replied with quickness, 
his eyes following the direction of her'^s, and the 
busy v<Mce within struggling for mastery with the 
narrow-minded feelings of his heart. 

" She died innocent!'* he repeated, in a tone 
that made every corner of the extensive ruin echo 
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with the sound. He -started at the tffetst ot \A 



own VQiea ^^ Ayel^ he added with 
** did the thoiuMid fires of my ancient fot^sfisdieiJs 
bhue that wohi thiMgh as many volxiiBesiof 'flavne, 
and eohd it in as many tornadoes of thundery diejr 
eould but.eaAfinii the truth. By all the ho^t <fflf 
Olympiasy she was innoocnt P 

^< Then whenefore didst thou murder hdr?"" 
inqinred Alzaida. 

<^ I murdered her,^ he replied, still bittedy, but 
in a low repressed tone of vcnee, and as though he 
would convey a caution ;^-^^ I murdered htt^^kst 
she should betray me.** 

** And thy own violence and injustice havte 
betrayed thee ; ^ rejoined Alzaida indignantlyi ' • 

<< I loved her first ^ ^e continued, without 
noticing the intenaiption)><'-^^' I courted her^Mil 
9vooed her,-^I sought her in the temples^^-ahe^wits 
averse, — my vanity took fire. I joined her in h^r 
devotions to the gods, but offered mine to bnrtetf ; 
while I prayed, she wept.--^^as! and well she 
might,^ he mentally ejaculated ; then eokitinukl 
aloud, <^ at length she consented, I returned to 



2a 

BprkoaBSB^'to make artiaagementB for my marrii^; 
JbBtifi9iaiid,^*«^liere again his vaioe softened, *^ that 
It iloT^sdieai better. I 'went- back hastily to the 
Mii^bourhDod of Gataiia. Abis i .the kindness of 
bet sQoeptioii irritated me^ andi-vdien I hade her 
iforgetme*--***^; here the ferteiotisJookiBg' torcb- 
bearer re-entered, iinth the two runaway assistants. 
Hkmiltiades started. '< Wilt thoa. accept me ? "" 
he demanded ; ^^ wilt thou promise .to aooept me, 
jwhen I ask thy hand in due form ? T<MBom>w, thy 
moChcr, ihe Lsdy Hippodicsea, expects me at the 
TiDa, and I will make my adyances in i^dendor of 
retinue, and with such gorgeous presents^ aa even 
jthe monnrdk of ^Syraousse scarcely exceeded when 
he wooed m partner- for his throne. Say, wilt thou 
fffiign ovejr a laee descended from aDci^it kings ; — 
children a£ the immortal gods ;-^the palace at 
>:£Jataiia, withihor marble walls, her golden domes, 
(hi&r ocnmiices of pr^ous gems, her baths- of .silyer 
aad ala.baster»her yauks of gold» and treasures far 
'beyfilsd eyen the possession of a ^ Gellias P^ Wilt 
Axm^ I say !-^W2t thou be their mistress?^ 
^'HamiltiadeB,^ replied Alzaida, ^^ ask not that, 
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which thou wouldst not hereafter I should have 
granted, though fear at this moment may induce 
thee to require it. I could not love thee; and 
wouldst thou depend for thy safety, on the mere 
tie of an engagement, entered into as a covering 
for murder !^ 

" Then .be thou doomed to thy own fate," he 
exclaimed, " since thou wilt not unite it with 
mine. Ho! my friend, — ^here!^ and his barbarous 
associates stood by his side. " Here ! Billinsneres 
Massonidas," he said, ^^ take this lady to thy. 
charge.'' 

" Hamiltiades I'' ejaculated Alzaida, in irre- 
pressible alarm and disgust, as the man approached 
her with a hideous grin, as the opening jaws of a 
* Monster of the Deep,' and essayed to lay his 
hand upon her shoulder. 

" Thou may St retire," said his master, smiling. 
Then turning to Alzaida, he gently pressed the 
lovely hand, which in terror had sought his arm. 
He looked kindly at her ; by degrees, the whole 
passion of love seemed to melt, — to smooth, — ^to 
harmonise the features of his face, till it beamed 
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through the earnest gaze which he fixed upon her 
pale countenance ; and he besought her to decide 
between his friend and himself. 

" Villain ! '^ thought Alzaida, recovering from 
her momentary dismay, ** how wonderfully deep 
must have been thy artifice, — thy subtilty to that 
poor maiden, to lull her aversion, — to lure her 
from her better judgment! Nevertheless, I will 
try the strength of such love as thine is; and, 
perchance, I may escape thy power*^ 

She flew to the sword that yet lay upon the 
ground, and seizing it, bounded without the 
entrance. " Follow me,'' she exclaimed, " and I 
will plunge it to the hilt in my own heart, or even 
in yours, ere he or thou shalt touch me.^ 

Hamiltiades withheld the man, and Alzaida, 
fortunately striking into a frequented path, shortly 
itrrived at the maternal mansion, accompanied by 
her faithful Cylo. 



CHAPTER IL 

" Where, Memnon's statue, magic striogs inspire 
With vocal soundsi that emulate the lyre." 

Juven, Satyr, xv. 

The earliest dawn had scarcely tinged the kxfty 
domes of the sumptuous buildings of Syracuste, 
and many of its inhabitants still paid their passive 
adorati<»is to the somnian god, when a sudden 
blast from a hundred brazen trumpets woke all 
to life and ^lergy. 

The mighty Hiero inrited an assembly to meet 
his illustrious court two hours after sunrise^ at the 
Temple of ApoUo, to the recital of a new dra^- 
matic representation, by a pupil of the venerable 
Sitnonides, to be succeeded by an afering to the 
God. 

Then might be heard the busy hum of life 
through the four quarters of this vast city; 
Acradina, Neapolis, Tycha, and Ortygia, set 
forward their lively groups of happy pleasure- 
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seeking folks, with those whom piety drew forth, to 
take their part in the concluding ceremony; and 
Icmg ere the appointed time, one of the largest and 
most beautiful structures in all Syracuse overflowed 
with the abundance of its transitory population. 

The walls of this spacious building, formed of 
the rock stones c^ the neighbouring quarries, were 
externally and internally coated by solid blocks of 
the purest white marble, making so great a depth 
of thickness, that the embrasures of the windows 
^brded sisfBcient room for many of the multitude 
to ensconce themselves within their deep recesses, 
without considerably obstructing the passage of the 
light, or much diminishing the brilliancy of their 
entire lining of gold. 

Two semi^circles of chaste marble columns led 
to, and partially enclosed, an elegant statue of the 
God, in sdtid gold, holding a lyre of the same 
precious metal in his hand* 

His brow was encircled by a wreath of emeralds, 
cut into the form of laurel leaves, and interlaced 
with brilliants, which, with the tJiickly studded 
instrument, displaying a mass of every variety of 



28 

gem, and receiving the light from a window imme- 
diately above, shone with an effulgence dazzling to 
the beholder, who on his first entrance paid 
adoration, as to a blaze of supernatural glory. 

The God appeared as if in the act of striking the 
chords, and seemingly under inspiration of the 
strain, the head was turned rather over the left 
shoulder; while that foot, resting on its point, 
carried back a flowing drapery, which, opening 
above the right knee, fell in graceful folds on the 
pedestal, or mound of black marble, supporting 
the figure ; a bow of ivory lay at his feet. 

The monarch, arrayed in all the pomp of wealth 
and power, with the queen, the princes of his 
house, and retinue, assumed the royal seats to the 
right and left ; while the space drawn off for the 
convenience of the orator was every where sur- 
rounded by the anxious crowd, who filled not only 
the entrances, but the courts, and even the 
dwellings of the priests, round the building, 
unwilling to retreat from the scene of amusement, 
even though numbers deprived them of the beoefit 
pf immediately hearing or seeing, h 
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The royal circle was nearly closed, when thd 
Lady Alzaida, with her mother, sought an 
entrance within the accustomed halo; nor was 
the tall elegant figure, and lovely countenance, 
without its attraction, in the midst of the regal 
gklaxy of splendor and beauty. The lofty Hiero, 
by a gracious smile, invited forward the widowed 
wife and orphan daughter of a departed favorite, 
and every seat was in an instant vacant of its 
former tenant. The Lady Hippodicaea advanced, 
and paying her respects at the footstool of 
majesty, was welcomed on her first public ap- 
pearance since the days of mourning, and favored 
with a seat near the queen ; while her daughter 
more particularly received the flattering attentions 
of the monarch, and was honored by a place still 
n^rer the royal throne, permitting a continuance 
of liis gracious notice. 

^* The Lady Alzaida has withdrawn herself from 
our presence longer than required by the strictest 
rules of sorrowing,'' said the king ; " but is there 
no little god to be chastised, for usurping the 
influence of the brightest gem from our courtly 
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circle P^ he inquiringly added with a smile, and a 
kindly look that called up the roses to her pale 
cheeks, which, worn with the last evening^s anxiety, 
terror, and fatigue, had not yet recovered their 
wonted tone of health. 

She turned away her face, to avoid the searching 
gaze of the monarch (who, on the death of Alzaida^s 
father, had declared himself guardian to the lovely 
orphan), and his eyes now following the direction 
of hers, they lighted on Hamiltiades, who, at the 
head of a splendid cortege, was making his way 
through the dense mass of the assembly. 

They, aware of his title as the richest young man 
in all Syracusae, by dint of great exertion, at length 
succeeded to open a passage, and he knelt at the 
foot of the throne, presenting, on his return, after 
an absence- of some months from court, a chased 
gilt bowl, of exquisite and elaborate workmanship, 
filled to the brim with wrought stones of sparkling 
lustre. The diamond, the topaz, the ruby, the 
jacinth, seemed to vie in dazzling glitter, and threat* 
ened to rival and outshine even the Apollian lyre. 

^^ Ha r said the king, aside to Alzaida, misinter« 
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preting h^ look, and the direetion of her eyes, 
^' Is it even so?^ Then, without waiting her 
reply, he turned to the kneeling youth, accepted 
the offering for the further service of the temple^ 
and selecting the finest brilliant, placed it gaUantly 
within a fold of Alzaida's hair, where it shone 
conspicuously midst her auburn tresses. 

The courtly circle, and the crowd, testified their 
approbation at the action of their monarch, and 
when he graciously signified to Hamiltiades his 
privilege to the stool at her feet, they shouted, in 
long and repeated congratulations, ** Life and 
happiness to the noble pair !^^ 

The occurrence of the last evening, rendering it 
absolutely necessary that the idea of an engage- 
ment between Hamiltiades and herself should be 
immediately and decidedly discountenanced, Al- 
zaida rose with determination, yet calm dignity 
of manner, and Would have addressed the monarch ; 
but Hamiltiades starting to his feet, and standing 
by her side, the Assembly again burst forth in loud 
and continued shouts of acclamation, and she was 
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faiii to draw her veil over hep head, and sit down, 
to silence the general clamor. 

Hamiltiades too well understood the intention of 
her movements, to venture the utterance of a word ; 
but he bowed to the monarch, bowed and smiled to 
the circle, and to the crowd ; and his flowing 
mantle of white, richly embroidered with gold, 
inflating with the gratified vanity of the man, fell 
in more rounded folds of consequential importance, 
as with arms crossed, foot advanced, and the bland 
smile upon a pair of lips peculiar to the Poly- 
phemian race, seemed to say the very word, " Be* 

hold !!!" the world (the little world within the 

temple) caught the inspiration, and " Success to 
Hamiltiades Giberanto, descendant of the famed 
Brontes, son of the immortal Coelus and Terra,*" 
resounded from mouth to mouth, till, assuming the 
real diffidence of Alzaida, he lifted his cloak before 
his face, and sunk down on the seat appropriated 
by the king. 

But when he again raised his eyes, and turning 
half round, with the same bland smile tried to put 
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on the look ineffable, the look that ^* speaks imut- 
terable things,^ Alzaida^s countenance, cold and 
distant, froze the blood within his veins, and sent 
it thrilling to his heart. 

Soon, however, did vindictiveness drive back the 
swelling tide, and it rushed to his face in a tumuU 
tuous torrent, and flashes sparkled from beneath 
his turgid brow. 

Again he sought her eye ; and this time, with 
that determination of manner that will be noticed ; 
and, as the fabled basilisk of old, he guided hers 
till it fell on Billinsneres, whose infernal jaws 
grinned a smile of deadly recognition, while his 
monster-head dared to nod in accordance with 
his master'^s implied wishes. 

Nor was this the only time Alzaida had to bear 
with this man^s audacity. In every part of the 
spacious building, even where the crowd was most 
dense, he appeared to have the power of collapsing 
his monstrous body, to penetrate unseen, so con- 
stantly did she meet his grin, his nod, in whatever 
direction she might be looking. And though 
witnessing the corporeal substance of the man, 
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she, could almost have thought, that he had been 
an actual demon. 

Fortunately, however, the representation, fcM: 
which the assembly had met, was not long before 
it commenced, and her attention becoming ab- 
sorbed, other considerations for awhile were 
banished from her mind. 

Syracusae, at the time of which we write, about 
460 years B.C., boasted a splendid assemblage of 
talent, principally drawn from those accomplished 
cities, whose refinement, as the early dew, bestowed 
its beneficial effects on all around. The munifi- 
cence of Hiero attracted near his person the 
learned and the wise, the poet and the philoso- 
pher. Thebes had yielded her treasure; Sicily 
bore her part in the glorious conclave; and the 
Cosmian dramatist held powerful sway amidst 
this conflux of literature and science. 

The monarch, who, in the earlier part of his 
reign, had been the tyrant of his people, and 
supported his oppression by the most odious 
cruelty and unbounded avarice, was now looked 
upon as the father of his subjects, the patron of 
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learning, and the pi^tector of virtue. And the 
change was chiefly attributed to the company and 
conversation of these sages, and in particular to 
the mild advice of the amiable Pindar :«-^ 

The s^eet barci, by Myitis and Corinna taught, 
Whose honied lips the tasting bees had sought i 
Nor deemed themselves intrusive, as he lay 
Slumb'ring and basking *neath the sunny ray, 
Buds and blossoms greeting with gentle sips, 
Then hovering o'er, and settling on his lips. 

But) however great might be the admiration of 
the generality to these sons of philosophy, yet 
many of the Syracusans fondly believed the favorite 
and high priest of Apollo, the venerable Longanus^ 
claimed the highest gratitude from the much- 
benefited citizens, and they now beheld his ap- 
proach with reverential respect. 

He was strikingly tall, without being of the 
Cyclopaean height, and added to a naturally erect 
figure by a lofty dignity of manner, seeming to 
defy the decrepitude of age ; and his dark brown 
eyes flashed with their full consciousness of priestly 
power. 
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He advanced from the lower end of the build- 
ing, and was followed by a procession of his 
brethren, two apd two, each in his white robe 
of office, and holding a golden lyre in his hand. 
They passed between the royal circles, and took 
their station surrounding the mound of black 
marble that supported the statue of the God. 

This mound, or mount, was a mock resemblance 
of unhewn stone, with narrow streaks of gold 
carefully let in, and which, running up and down 
the sharp-pointed acclivities, seemed to illustrate 
the difficulty of the ascent to the Parnassian 
height. It bad been a device of Hiero% in 
peculiar compliment to the sages of his court, 
whose performances he chose to honor, by attend- 
ing their representation in the Temple of Apollo, 
in preference to the general theatre. And the 
young Eurysthamanes, pupil to the venerable 
Simonides, also enjoyed the high patronage of the 
monarch, who courteously rose, as he entered the 
(jircumscribed space, and welcomed the youthful 
poet on his debut before the public. 

Eurysthamanes was rather above the ordinary 
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height, and to a sweet expression of countenance, 
conveying amiability and high intellectual endow- 
ment, he united a powerful manly voice, whose 
rich intonation, devoid of all assumptive import- 
ance, and equally free from an overstrained 
affectedness of modulation, spoke directly to the 
feelings of the heart, rousing the warm glow^of 
enthusiastic admiration. He gracefully returned 
the salutation of the monarch; and to prelude 
his own performance by a hymn in honor of the 
God, he commenced the following recitative : — 

" lo Paean ! lo Paean, to Apollo the divine, 
V^hose light and glory o'er creation shine, 
lo Paean ! lo Paean, to him of power and might, 
Who rules by day ; to Phoebe yields the night" 

The priests joined in the chorus with instruments 
and voices. 

CHORUS. 

" Phoebus, receive our lay, 
Let thy humble vot'ries sing, 
lo Paean, to the god of day ; 
'Till the temple's roof shall ring, 
lo Paean, to the shepherd king. 

lo Paean ! 
lo Psean, to the shepherd-king, 
Hark! the temple's roof shall ring, 
lo Paean, to the shepherd-king. 
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EURYSTHAMANES, 

'* Hail ! the God who came below, 

Mortals to teach th' unerring dart, 
See ! at his feet, the ivory bow, 
Cyathius, and Diana's art!" 

CHORUS. 

" Cynthius, receive our praise. 
Let thy humble vot'ries sing 
Of thy bright and beaming rays. 

That both life and plenty bring 
From our graceful shepherd- king 1 

lo Paean ! 
lo Psean, loud let us sing, 
'Till tl^e Temple's roof shall ring, 
lo Paean, to the shepherd-king!" 

EURYSTHAMANES. 

" See ! he comes, a beardless youth. 
With long and flowing hair ; 

In one hand, a * barbed- tooth,' 
Th' other does his lyre bear." 

CHORUS. 

" Hail ! Apollo, loud we sing, • 
Never with thy praises tire ; 
The roofs wide echo loud shall ring. 
And raise the sounds still higher. 
Hail, Apollo's matchless lyre. 

Hail the lyre! 
Hail, Apollo's matchless lyre, 
Hark ! the sounds our hearts inspire. 
Hail, Apollo's golden lyre !" 
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As the priests concluded the last chorus, with a 
full swell of chords from their instruments, a peal 
of celestial music, supersedingly powerful and 
harmonious, burst upon the ears of the astonished 
listeners; and while every eye was instantly attracted 
to the statue of the God, the brilliant gems in his 
hand trembled with a vibratory movement, and 
after radiating their refracted tints for a few 
seconds, in the immediate broad rays of the sun, 
the lyre — ApoUo^s golden lyre — the matchless 
lyre, suddenly fell, and striking against the sharp 
angles, as it rolled over the marble mound, the 
precious stones flew in all directions, and strewed 
the floor. 

A universal shriek of horror ran through the 
assembly. 

At a time when a party of Carthaginian mariners, 
touching at the port of Syracusse, had unfortunately 
conveyed thither the direful plague, an embassy 
had been dispatched to the Delphian Oracle, to 
inquire if the God^^s displeasure had caused or 
permitted the misfortune. 

The answer had been returned, that it was not 
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by the will of the Deity, that the faithful people of 
Syracusae were then afflicted, but that the time 
would arrive, 

" When great Apollo's lyre shall fall from high, 
Then will the anger of the God be nigh." 

And the terrified multitude now looked around, 
expecting the roof should fall on their devoted 
heads ; or, that the earth beneath their feet would 
heave her bosom, and, unfolding the dark womb of 
destruction, engulph their guilty souls. 

The venerable Longanus, who on the first 
sound of the supernatural music had covered his 
head with his linen robe, and subsequently, on the 
fall of the instrument, had sunk on his knees 
before the statue, raising his hands in supplication 
to the offended power, finding, like the rest of the 
assembly, that there was no further manifestation 
of divine wrath, rose, after the lapse of afew minutes, 
and, addressing the king, requested that the sacred 
heifer might be oflTered without delay. 

Hiero immediately assented; but, alas! on 
examining the entrails, it was found to possess " a 
double liver, and no heart !^ 
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The monarch started^ and the blood, that had 
forsaken his cheeks at the ominous falling of the 
sacred lyre, now ruslied in painful revulsion to his 
face and brow, and passion seemed for awhile to 
master the dignity of the lord of mighty Syracusae. 

" Treacherous priest,'' he exclaimed, " is it thus 
my munificence — ^my adoration to the God, and my 
many favors bestowed upon thy ungrateful self, 
are repaid by a vile prognostication of my death ? 
Is it thus my subjects dare anticipate my end ?^ 

** Unreasonable monarch l'^ replied Longanus, 
drawing up his tall 6gure, and looking haughtily 
at the king. 

" Proud and daring priest r retorted Hiero. 

The entrails slipped from the hand of Longanus, 
and smeared the whole front of his robe. 

"*Tis right! ^tis right!'' continued the in- 
dignant prince, ^' evil omens should succeed each 
other ;" and he sunk back on his throne, with the 
overpowering emotion of a haughty mind, suddenly 
called to account for past ills, whilst calculating on 
the benefit of later deeds. But quickly did he 
again start, and the bright smile played graciously 
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round his lips, as the high-priest, for the first time, 
delivering his opinion, firmly, and with solemn 
voice, pronounced the awful word—" Murder !^ 

^^ The double liv^, and the no heart,^ said the 
priest, " foretell not now, as on preceding occasions, 
the death of royalty, but, with the deep leprous 
taint and broken gall, betray some double-minded 
wretch, who has soiled his immortal soul by 
murder ! from a coward cause, less than anger, 
less than revenge, less than cupidity; aye, and 
less than any feeling requiring a heart to purpose, 
or a hand to effect ; and,^ he continued, looking 
sternly round, on the multitude, " his scarcely 
washen hands now pollute the air, and taint the 
temple of the angered deity.'' 

The king having recovered from his momentary 
displeasure, at the supposed affront of his d^ath 
being thus publicly anticipated, commanded that 
the gates of the temple should be closed, and no 
individual be permitted to depart without his 
special permission. 

The slaughtered heifer was laid immediately 
in the centre, where the disappointed poet was to 
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have recited his piece, and at an equal distance 
from the golden statue, the royal circles to the 
right and left, and the bulk of the assembly. 

^^ Stand thou, venerable Longanus,^ said Hiero, 
^^ stand at the head of the sacrifice ; and, as the 
people, one by one, enter the circumscribed space^ 
to pass before my throne, and out of the temple by 
yonder door,^ pointing to a smaller entrance for 
the accommodation of the priests, in the upper end 
of the building, ^^ see that each individual lay his 
hand flatly and firmly upon the carcase. 

^^ And do you,^ he added, turning to the 
brethren, ^^ usher in each approach with a strain of 
celestial music, sudden, short, and varied from time 
to time, with your accustomed skill, and the known 
power of your divine instruments.'' Then reclining 
back in his regal chair, Hiero commanded that 
. those nearest to the right hand of the high-priest 
should advance the first, and in succession ; and 
partially closing his eyes, he appeared to take 
little further notice, except waving his hand, in 
token of dismissal, to the foremost fifty who had 
passed the ordeal. 
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** Mighty gods!'' thought Alzaida, "how will 
this terminate? Surely conviction must follow, 
when the deities themselves take justice into their 
own hands ;'' and she looked at Hamiltiades, who, 
having quitted his seat, more immediately to 
witness the immolation of the garlanded offering to 
the God, was now leaning against one of the 
marble columns, between her and the statue, 
watching with intense anxiety and compressed lips 
the general proceedings. 

His arms were enveloped in his mantle, and 
folded one within another, with an apparent 
firmness of manner, defying scrutiny of his feelings ; 
but he now and then stole a side-long glance at 
Alzaida, which she, benevolently alive to the 
danger of his situation, returned with a look of 
commiseration, intended to remove the fear of her 
betraying him. 

"But alas!" she mentally ejaculated, "he 
understands me not ; his soul is incapable of con- 
ceiving the idea of faithfulness and mercy ;*" and 
again her attention reverted to the ceremony. 
And it may be well imagined, that many a hand 
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was seen to tremble, that many a heart sickened, 
and that many a crime rose, self-accusing, to the 
breast, amidst the indiscriminate populace of a 
large city. 

At length, a fat and wealthy citizen of Acradina, 
whose life had hitherto glided gently with the 
stream of time, knowing no transit of emotion, 
save in the bartering of article and price, advanced 
through the opening space, and approaching the 
high-priest, with steady step and undaunted air, 
was bid prove his innocence or guilt. 

The good man smiled ; his portly figure, of two- 
score years and ten, could scarcely bend in 
obeisance before the venerable priest, much less 
reach instantaneously, the animal on the ground, 
with open palm. 

However, he succeeded to lower one knee, and 
ere the wrath of the monarch, who had started 
forward, at his slight appearance of delay, had 
time to explode, and while interest was at its 
height, and every sound was hushed, even to the 
suppressed breathing of the audience, a slap from 
his full broad hand, upon the shoulder of the 
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beast, rung through their ears, and the multitude 
recoiled upon each other. 

Hiero was the first to recover himself, and 
echoing the weighty fall, by striking, imitativdy, 
upon his own knee, he exclaimed, laughingly, 
" Well done, worthy citizen, we acquit thee, on the 
sound of thine own evidence; thou mayst retire, 
and fail not to attend the public punishment of 
the delinquait, when the time shall be appointed ; 
doubt not that he will be discovered !^ 

Hiero, though a tyrant, had ever been strictly 
anxious for the intrinsic welfare and honor of his 
kingdom; and though, like all despotic princes, 
often a contemner of the laws in his own person, 
yet, when the public advantage was concerned, he 
evinced an ardent solicitude, and determined per- 
severance in the cause of justice, and the rigor of 
his jurisprudence was even more dreaded than 
had been the institutions of Draco, when crime 
frequently escaped punishment, in consequence of 
the severity, and the equalising system of the code 
of that celebrated legislator. 

But, with the monarch of Syracusse, wh&a once 
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guilt or innocence had come within his notice^ all 
was quick, searching, peremptory, yet just; and 
selck)]!! did vice renew its course unscathed, or 
virtue linger unacquitted. 

And now another motive, powerful within the 
monarches breast, added greatly to the desire that 
the wretch, who had fallen . under the Grod'^s 
displeasure, should be denounced, and the murder 
substantiated; lest his subjects, and perchance 
his own mind, should revert to the evil omens, 
as prognostications of his death. 

Still, howev^, the number of the assembly 
continued to diminish, ooe by one, and in quicker 
succession, than at the first, seeming to have gained 
confidence by the brave example of the worthy 
Esthenes ; but the king, hardly so satisfied, began 
to display an evident impatience, of look and 
manner, that no involuntary start^-*no supernatural 
manifestation had as yet arrested the progress of 
any individual, on whom the charge might rest. 

After awhile, bounded forward the slender figure 
of a youth, known throughout the city by the nick- 
name of Sinon, bom a certain craftiness of dispo- 
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sition, which bad evinced itself in some particular 
circumstances of his life. 

But Mimonades had been the appellation be- 
stowed at his birth, and from his intimacy with 
Billinsneres Massonidas, the confidential companion 
of the Giberanto, it was generally whispered, that 
a near connection subsisted between them. 

But, whether true or false, the correctness of the 
report had never been ascertained; none but 
the idle thinking it worth while to inquire, and 
their evidence being little attended to. 

He had practised as one of the favored sons of 
^sculapius — lived by himself — kept a good esta- 
blishment, and rioted in every indulgence; till 
business failing, from want of attention, he incurred^ 
debts, which increasing on him apace, his creditors 
became troublesome, impatient, and finally drove 
him from his house, at a moment the most unsea- 
sonable that could have occurred to an involved 
man, and for which he openly cursed himself, as 
the most miserable of human beings ; whilst the 
wealthy widow, whom he had intended to marry, 
tbifs thndy enlightened as to the tru6 state of his 
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finances, fcnrgave the slight to her personal attnus-^ 
lions, for very joy at having saved her gold from 
the grasp of the spendthrift^ and herself from 
probable destitution^ 

To a man of more refined feeUngs than Sinon, 
such an exposure of interested views — such a dis- 
appointment in the chicanery system of putting off 
creditors, till the luckless wife^s money should be 
husbanded in the gamer of her unprincipled lord, 
to be instantly threshed with the flail of iniquitous 
speculation, leaving nought but the chaff, to deride 
her misplaced confidence — to any other man than 
such as Sinon, I repeat, such an uplifting of the 
mask of hypocrisy would have shamed him, for a 
period at least, from facing the affix>nted honesty 
of his more upright fellow citizens. 

But not so with him; he writhed a little under 
the first show'of public indignation, but driv^i by 
necessity to seek some means of support, he quickly 
threw off all unpleasantness, and boldly setting up 
as teacher of logic, commenced a course of lectures; 
premising the first, by a dissertation, in which 
he reasoned, most scientifiadly and feelingly, on the 

n 
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beauties of patience, extolling it beyond all other 
of the virtues, real or imaginary. 

He possessed both tact and talent, and his 
witticisms mostly applying to himself, he succeeded 
to amuse his auditors ; some of whom facetiously 
observed, that his present compositions were cer- 
tainly less difficult to swallow than those, which, 
in his quondam days of riot, he could bring the 
attention of his mind to administer ; and he was 
allowed to be good-tempered. 

In former times, it had been said, '^kind 
hearted;" the malicious had whispered "soft;"^ 
(but libel always assails the prosperous) and his 
friends insisted that it was only tenderness of 
disposition which made him in love with every 
pretty face that pereed from beneath a snowy 
veil. And he now bounded forward with delight, 
to display his tolerably good-looking countenance 
and slender figure. 

Unlike the rest, who, with the exception of 
the worthy Esthenes, had been glad to pass 
through quietly ; some from timidity, some fearful 
of betraying feeling of any kind, and the majority 
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from a eonsdousness of propriety ; he flourished 
his arms about, and stooping with a suppleness 
of frame that nvalled the semi-volution of a 
circle, delicately laid hold of the fore^hoof of the 
animal, and gently ndsed it. 

Alas ! it was moist ; and slipping from between 
his finger and thumb, it fell; and drawing him 
forward with its receding weight, he overbalanced 
himself, and was laid prostrate across the body. 

" Guilty ! Guilty !*" shouted the multitude. 

But at the pitiable figure of the besmeared man, 
when lifted from his mortifying situation, Hiero, 
unable to resist the temptation, burst into an 
immoderate fit of laughter. 

The courtly circles and the crowd caught the 
impulse from the higher power, and the roof echoed 
to their peals. 

" Pattience, my good friend,'* said the monarch/ 
still laughing ; " thou wilt have need of thy own 
precept, to recover from this alarm. But thou 
mayst retire in peace,'' he added, " we are satisfied 
that fdly, not guilt, has caused thy mischance? 
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in future, be modest, and flourish less,^ Anl 
Hiero again indulged in a fit of merriment, in 
which he was well seconded by aU present; and 
Sinon, now perhaps for the first time in his fife, 
alnisbed, slunk from the presence. 

Then advanced two beings of a different ap- 
pearance, and the king again sunk back, to conceal 
his anxiety, or, more properly, the intensity of his 
anticipations. But the flashings of his dark eyes, 
through the long fringes of their lids^ could be 
distinctly seen ; and many, sympathising in the 
interest of their monarch, were scarcely less pleased 
than himself, at the forbidding aspect of the men, 
who, shuffling close to each other, now approached 
the high-priest with dogged step and lowering 
looks, refusing either to retreat, though reminded 
that it was contrary to the command of the king, 
for more than one to go through the ordeal at a 
time. 

Their huge limbs and shaggy heads, and a 
minister expres^on,. which found its way from 
beneath their bushy brows, convinced Alzaida 
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that, they were the two men whom idle had wit^ 
neBsed^ the previous evening, digging the grave in' 

ft 

the ruins in the iEtalcsean wood. 

Hamiltiades seemed to guess her thoughts ; and 
a smile of defiance played for an instant round hii^ 
Polyphemian lips, which just parted sufficiently 
to show that he bitterly noted her observation. 

Hiero opened his eyes widely, and gazed in 
astonishment; then re^losing his lids, he again 
sunk back in his royal seat. 

Hamiltiades, turning round from the lady 
Alzaida, glanced ambiguously over the spot where 
the two men stood hesitatingly; he raised his 
hand with apparent carelessness, passed the end 
<^ his fore-finger across the tip of his tongue; 
then again, drawing his arm within the folds of' 
his mantle, appeared immediately absorbed hfi 
thought 

The two men, from dulness of perception, or 
agitation of the moment, mistaking the import 
of the sign, followed the example, and with so 
much' hasten that they both stooped at the BatHe 
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instant, and touched the tongue of the animal, 
which, from it3 last agony, hung dangling without 
its mouth. 

A low sepulchral groan rose upon the eajrs of 
the audience, appar^itly proceeding fix>m the 
statue of the Grod. 

"Guilty r exclaimed the King. 

" Guilty !^ resounded the multitude. 

The two men fell on their knees and shrieked 
for mercy. 

" ViUains !^ vociferated Hamilttades, drawing 
his glittering blade, perchance the very one he 
had brandished the evening before, over the faith- 
ful Cylo, and painted to Alzaida herself. For on 
arriving near her home, she had. left the weapon 
in the wood, to avoid an expiration, which must 
otherwise have been given; and that it might 
have been recovered by the party taking the same 
direction towards the city, seemed not impro- 
bable. However, he flashed it, not merely in 
menance now, any m(»:e than he had intended in 
bis threatening to the dog ; and, alas ! if it were 
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the same, not less vindictively than when it had 
found its way to the life stream of the innoceat 
victim in the iEtalcaean ruins. 
' Nay, he darted forward with the speed of light- 
ning, and plunged it in to the body of one of his 
kneeling attendants ; and withdrawing it, while 
the hot blood ran in a stream from its hideous 
point, he would have sent it reeking through the 
heart of the other, but that the man was already 
on his feet and half way through the building, 
fighting with the king''s guards, who opposed his 
quitting the temple. 

Hamiltiades followed him, and he turned with 
the fury of unbridled exasperation, and soon drove 
the Mtuean prince back into the very centre of 
the open space, and immediately before the royal 
circles, to the great relief of the crowd, who, 
though thinned by the departures, yet found it 
difficult to keep without the compass of the 
Cyclopes tremendous sword; which, seemingly, bore 
the annihilation of the Brontean descent on its 
edge, on its point} or on the flat blade, which fell 
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with rapid succession and nearly stunning force, 
on the uncovered head of the Giberanto. 

Hamiltiades fought with scarcely less violence, 
but with greater skill ; and heavy drops trickled 
from the naked throat of his attendant. 

It was in vain that the monarch commanded the 
enraged master and servant to desist, and called 
upon his guards to separate them : like two wild 
beasts of the forest, their fury rendered it dan- 
gerous for any one to approach them, and the 
Cyclopes blade still continued to deal repeated 
and destructive blows, till Hamiltiades began to 
stagger. No sooner was this perceptible, than 
the victor gradually retreated towards the side 
of the building; then again driving forward his 
noble master, and casting an anxious glance at 
the crowd, he launched his weapon full at the 
tottering prince, and turning suddenly, sprung 
forward to the open window. 

^^ Seize him ! Tear him down !*' exclaimed the 
angry monarch. 

But the wily son of the immortal race, having 
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succeeded in reaching with his hands, the orna- 
mental frieze-work of the sill of the inner recess, 
hung by its precarious stability sufficient time 
only to balance his heavy weight, and find sup- 
port for his footing against the pillar by its side. 

His immense bulk slightly darkened the aperture 
for an instant ; then dropping to the outer court and 
scaling the walls, he was quickly beyond pursuit. 

^' May the Eumenides follow him V^ muttered 
Hamiltiades, as the Cyclop disappeared. At the 
same moment, he threw his arm round one of the 
columns of the semi-circle, leading to the golden 
statue. Objects floated before his dizzy brain, 
his eye became dim, his hold relaxed, remembrance 
passed away, and he slid senseless upon the marble 
pavement. 

*^ Let him be conveyed to his home,'' said the 
king ; " and on his recovery, let him receive my 
positive command, that on this day month he 
produce the wretch who has now escaped, or 
appear himself, to answer for the delinquency." 

And Hiero turned away, and quitted the temple 
in wrath. 

D 5 



CHAPTER III. 

" The Parian marble t^iere shall seem to move 
In breadiing statues, not unworthy Jove." 

Georgics, b, 3. 

On the return of the lady Hippodicaea and her 
daughter to their elegapt villa, situated three miles 
from the noisy din of the populous city, they were 
accompanied by a party of the nobility, delighted 
once more, to enjoy the rural refinement of the 
MtsXcadan gardens, the woods, the fountains, the 
choice collection of statuary, and, above all, the 
elegant hospitality of its noble mistress. 

The lady Hippodicaea, connected by birth to 
some of the first families, had, in early youth, 
married a pative of Agrigentum, who, settling at 
Syracusae, by permission of Hiero, as a general 
merchant, had so raised himself in the estimation 
of the monarch, by his steady perseverance, his 
talent in all matters of business, and high scientific 
information, that he became his chief favorite 
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in the weighty councils of public management, as 
well as the more private and intricate affairs of his 
powerful kingdom. 

. And when stem ruthless death, with iron hand, 
Snatched the man of science from the land, 
The widow wailed a husband kind as great, 
The monarch mourned the bulwark of his state. 

Notwithstanding the distressing occurrences of 
the morning, the carriages rolled gaily on to their . 
destination, and arriving at the stately walls facing 
the public entrance to the mansion, the heavy 
gates swung on their almost rusty hinges, and the 
hostess welcomed the renewal of pleasurable so- 
ciety in the persons of her valued friends. 

A splendid collation was prepared in^a suite of 
apartments facing the sea, but not those more 
particul^y appropriated to Alzaida'^s use, where, 
from the little saloon she had descried the swift- 
sailing bark, that came freighted with so dismal 
a cargo, and which might probably bring trouble 
to herself, equally as it had ensured danger to 
others. 

Finding her spirits unequal to join the cheerful 
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party, she prepared to retire for awhile; but beip^ 
informed that her dog, her favorite Cylo was ill, 
apparently in the agonies of death, she hast^wd 
to where the faithful animal lay, moaning in the 
last effort of expiring nature. 

Through the film which was settling over his 
eyes, he caught a glimpse, — a weak shadowing of • 
his beloved mistress, as she entered the court, and 
rising upon his legs, he dragged his half lifeless 
body a few paces, and fell dead at her feet. 

Alzaida had borne much through the morning 
of this eventful day, and with apparent- calmness, 
but the death of her favorite Cylo, — the playmate 
of her youth, — the guardian of her years, and ^hat 
evidently by treachery, the villainous treachery of 
poison, forced open the fountain of her long-sup* 
pressed feelings, ^d unable to make any^nquiries^ 
respecting the food of the animal, or where he 
had been during her absence, she hastily retreated, 
and closing th^ outer door of her apartments, 
indulged in that true heart's relief— a copious 
flood of tears. 

Scarcely had she recovered the effect of wounded 
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lifensibiKty, and was slowly pacing the rooms which 
opened one with another, revolving in her mind 
those circumstances that would oblige her, imme- 
diately and decidedly, to withdraw from all ac- 
quaintance with the Giberanto, when a noise in 
the further apartment led her to imagine that 
some of her mother^s guests had entered that way 
from the gardens, and she hastened to join, them, 
but found an exceedingly tall figure, enveloped 
in a black veil that reached to the ground, stand- 
ing a few steps within the door, leading to the 
open saloon, and who demanded, in a low voice, 
?* Charity, — Charity for the love of the Gods."" 

♦^ Who art thou, good won^an ?"* said Alzaida. 

" A child of the mountain, lady,*" was the 
reply. 

*< A Cyclop?" said Alzaida, shuddering with 
the remembrance of the morning's hideous cata- 
strophe ; and again the flashing blade glittered in 
the dazzling rays of the sun, and the red stream 
and the red drdps trickled before her« vision. 

** A Cyclop ?" she repeated. 

" Yes, lady, and a distressed one." 
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^^ Take this purse,^ and Alzaida handed a small 
embroidered bag, filled with gold coin« 

^ Nay, lady,'' rejoined the veiled figure, " it is not 
gold I require, though it is charity — it is mercy!" 

" Speak more directly to the point," said Al- 
zaida, ^^ and let me know what thou wouldst have? 
In what way can I serve thee ?" 

" Give me thy advice." 

Alzaida sat down, in token of acquiescence. 

" My daughter," continued the veiled figure, 
*' by an unfortunate accident, has slain the man 
to whom she was affianced, and his brother, who 
has ever been her aversion, insists that she shall 
marry him, or he threatens to take direful ven- 
geance on all our house." 

^^ It is a sad case," said Alzaida ; ^^ but surely, 
if thy daughter is dutiful, she will consider awhile, 
if it be not possible to conquer her aversion." 

" Awhile!" said the Cyclop, with evident emotion, 
at the same time advancing a few steps,*— ^^ con- 
sider awhile ! . It must be now, — ^now-^at once." 

Alzaida started to her feet. A strong hand 
grasped her arm. 
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<^ Nov, Alsaida, now P said Hamiltiades, liftiiig 
the veil from his head. 

If an adder had suddenly sprung before her, 
and enf<Nreed its deadly teeth, or a venomed snake 
wound round her ami, she could not have re- 
coiled with greater horror and disgust. 

t 

She threw him off with indignation, and de- 
manded wherefore he had come in disguise; or 
rather, why he had come at all, where he could 
not possibly expect a welcome ? 
^ " Be not wrathful," he replied, gently, " my 
disguise is requisite ; and I did hope my misfor- 
tunes would have ensured a welcome from tlie 
known benevolence of the lady Alzaida.**^ 

^^ The king," he oontinuecf, after a short pause, 
^ has refused to accept as an apology, that it was 
zeal for the honor of the God, and anger at the 
culprits being two of my own peculiar race, that 
made me act with such intemperate haste; and 
he has commanded me, instantly to retire to 
Catana, and not again to appear at court, nor 
in the city of Syracusse, unless accompanied by the 
escaped criminal ; or, until this day month, to 
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wswer with my own head for the failure. Can 
the lady Alzaida have mercy ? Can she conquer 
HiEBB aversion ?^ 

** Not for an instant,^ she replied : " but gain, 
even now, gain the concurrence of thy two re-» 
maining associates, and my promise, already given 
for secrecy, Shall remain faithful to the end.*" 

Hamiltiades smiled scornfully. 

" Give me power over thyself,'' he exclaimed, 
in a voice of thunder. 

^* Hark T exclaimed Alzaida, " they are coming ;V 
and voices and laughter were heard in the gardens. 

Another look of that fierce vindictiveness,. 
which, in the morning, scowled from beneath his 
savage brow, was her only reply, as he hastily 
adjusted the veil, and slowly descended the 
marble steps: — ^he took the path to the sea 
beach. 

Alzaida watched awhile from the terrace, and 
soon the little bark, with unfurled sails, glanced 
lightly over the sparkling waters, and was quickly 
lost to view, among the many vessels crowding in 
and about the bay. 
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She then herself descended to the gardens and 
joined the company ; and, to her great annoyance, 
found that they scarcely expected an apology 
for her long absence, attributing her indisposition 
to sympathy for the disgrace into which her 
friend had fallen, from the displeasiu*e of the 
monarch. 

She hastened to remove the impression, declar- 
ing, in the- most decided tone and language, that 
^ the GiberaiTto having lost her respect, by his 
^intemperate haste^ (making use of his own 
words), that morning in the temple, it was her 
firm determination to relinquish farther acquaint- 
ance with him. But,^ she observed, ^' she would 
not choose to condemn him for the asserted mur- 
der, unless witnesses came forward to prove the 
fact." 

Thus having settled her line of conduct, and 
advising them also not to be too severe in their 
judgments, she led the way to a group of statuary, 
apparently newly arrived. 

Some were laid on the ground, some were stand- 
ing upright, while workmen were arranging others 
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on pedestals, tound a sweeping basin of liquid 
crystal, which, after throwing up a column of 
water from a fount in the centre, rushed over a 
dam of piled stones, and escaping in a variety of 
streamlets, watered the many beds of flowers, and 
sweet-scented trees, bordering here and there a 
cool path beneath a spreading foliage. 

Some of the party had chosen the delightful 
shade, the gurgling murmur of the meandering 
brook, loved by philosopher and poet, as sound 
that needs no listener ; and that, while it soothes 
the mind, as music floating on the wind, disturbs 
not the wrapt senses from their ideal phantasy. 

So wandered the young Eurysthamanes, pon- 
dmng on the disappointment of the morning, 
and revolving in his mind the gentle precepts of 
the Samnian Sage, and his bold assertion, ^ that 
the most ample and perfect gratification was to 
be found in the enjoyment of moral and intellecr 
tual pleasures; but, to ascertain our capability 
for these pure delights, we must narrowly, and 
in dee{) seclusion, investigate the inmost feelings 
of our hearts; when, no intrusive eye being 
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present to scan th^r vice or virtue, truth, in 
l^lowing colors, would unmask itself.^ 

^^ And then,^ said the poet, following aloud his 
mental reverie, 

Shall not the piercing ' still, small voice' be beard, 
Loud as the thunder of Jove's dreadful word ? 
When, by the binding oath, to man and god. 
He signs his ^11, and seals it with a nod; 
Olympus hears — the garth's wide confines shake, 
Men tremble, rivers heave, and mountains quake; 
Yet not more sure (at which the Fates rejoice), 
Than th' accusations of that ' still, small voice.' 

Alzaida, who had been conducting some of the 
guests to the rural bowers and alcoves, shaded 
from the afternoon sun, in different parts of the 
garden, passed near the youthful poet, as he con- 
cluded the extemporaneous effusion of his thoughts; 
and finding that he was not altogether broken- 
hearted, by the abrupt dismissal of his performance, 
at the actual moment when the anxious study of 
years had unquestionably given him the privilege 
to antidpate a favorable result, even supposing 
that his difBdasce did not dare calculate on a 
oertain portion of idatf for a composition, sane- 
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tioned by the esteemed dramatuit, viiose own 
works spread far and wide, and who was himself 
courted by all the princes of Greece and Sicily. 

A favorite also of the Gk>ds, inasmuch (as 
recorded by Phaedrus), that, at a public fiete, when 
the roof of the building fell upon those who were 
feasting, his life was mira^ously preserved by 
their especial interposition. 

And pleased also, by the amiable countenance of 
the young M usagetean votary, and with his live* 
liness of manner, she engaged his assistance, to- 
unite with her efforts, in diverting the minds ^t^ 
the guests from the morning circumstances. 

They found them in high controversy, diiscusskig't 
the probability of the Giberanto being in ^on*.^"* 
nection with the men, whose confession of guilt vtsi 
innocence he had so determinatdy prevented. - • '\ ii 

Alzaida immediately drew their attention to tiM^'> 
beaatifpUy chiselled groups aroundr and v iiot 
having seen them before, in any pa^t of 'hiter/. 
mother's coUtfCtion^ she inquired whence they earned ,; 

A general smile, and look to tiae.trc^q^of hesr^/ 
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bair, induced her to raise her hand, when ^ she 
eneounteFed the brilliant, inserted there by the 
king. 

Still unable to connect the diamond with the 
marble figures, she rq)eated the question, and the 
Lady Hippodicaea informed her, that they had 
arrived evly in the morning, as a present from 
Hamiltiades himself, and who having been expected 
to return with the party to JStalcaea, workmen 
had been immediately employed, that they might 
be ranged round the lovely basin (where, thought 
Alzaida, smiling to herself, a Narcissus might 
have wooed the deluding phantom of his beauty), 
in Older to greet him on his arrival, but the lin^ 
fortunate incidents in the temple, driving the 
aflsembly away earlier than anticipated, the men 
had not completed their task in time to receive the 
company. 

Alzaida clearly perceived the drift of this 
mtful manoeuvre of the last descendant of the 
great Brontes, to interest her mother, through the 
very refinement of her taste; and she secretly 
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rejoiced that the command of Hiero had prevented 
* his accepting her invitation. 

Nevertheless, admiring, with justice, the beau^ 
tiful pieces of sculpture before her, and desirous of 
diverting the consideration of the visitors, she 
invited them to join in her encomiums on the 
wonderful skill of the artist who, in a splendid 
Jupiter, appeared to have had the power to embody 
life. 

The frown spoke the anger of the Father of Gods, 
and the forked lightning, grasped within the omni- 
potent hand, threatened destruction to isome doomed 
city, or a town at least, while every muscle of the 
rising god swelled its due proportion of Olympic 
rage. 

The robe that partially covered the figure, 
seemed, in the energy of the mighty movement, to 
have fallen over the body of the eagle at his feet, 
leaving but the head and the upper part of the 
neck to view. 

And even the dauntless bird demonstrated a 
fiill participation in the awe of those, who dared 
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bdiold the frown of heaven and earth^s omniscient; 
and with upraised beak, and drawn-in plumage, to 
shrink from the contemplation ; accustomed as he 
is, to gaze undazzled at the glorious orb of light. 

A group of Bacchanals, in sportive mirth, excited 
general amusement; and Eurysthamanes, seizing 
the moment, completed the restoration to animation 
and gaiety, by a spirited recital of some verses to 
the ivy-crowned god, and a comic representation 
of his love for Ariadne, when deserted by her 
Theseus. 

Shouts of laughter repaid the amiable exertions 
of the poet. And leaving a Venus, a Minerva, and 
a Juno, calmly to look each other in the face, 
without an apple or a Paris to decide their love- 
liness, the company joined thet musicians on the 
wide-spreading lawns, and the remainder of the 
day was spent in the enjoyment of the merry dance 
*and rural festivity. 

The moon had risen high over the terrestrial 
globe, and silvered the topmost branches of the 
trees, when the lady Hippodicsea, on the departure 
of the guests, invited her daughter to the indul-f 
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gence of an hour^s quiet, in her own little salootiy 
previously to retiring to rest. 

The planet rode majestically on the doiidlesB 
sky, and reflected a broad stream of light on the 
scarcely rippled surface of the bay. 

Old Boreas had recalled his blustering ministers 
of the last night^s tempest, and not a zephyr 
lingered amidst the foliage of the groves, or 
breathed across the bosom of the sea. 

The domestics had been dismissed to thdr nightly 
repose, and, save the occasional note of the sireet 
warbler of the silent hour, all was still and quiet as 
the grave of departed worth ; until Alzaida, by 
answering the deep sigh of her mother, disturbed 
their mutual reverie, and she inquired if the lady 
Hippodicaea was ill ? 

" No, my child," she replied, " the slight filing 
of bodily fatigue is superseded by weightia^ 
matters of the mind." 

" I like not the occurrences of this moming-^I 
like not the suppression of truth from the lips of 
innocence or guilt ; and those beautiful pieces of 
statuary ought to have been returned, alter the 
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SQ^Q. ii^ the t^inple; but like thyxAt, 1 felt 
unwilling to be premature in condemnation ; and 
afi thy parent, consequently anxious for the honor 
of my child, I was in duty bound to have some 
regard also for the honor of the man who had 
sought her good will. Does my Alzaida estimate 
the present ?^ 

^^ As specimens of art only ; but since they have 
been accepted, let them remain where they are. Far 
he it from us, my dear mother, to add to the 
general leeliog against Hamiltiades; let us leave to 
t^9, the proof of his ability to clear suspicion, or 
a^age.the anger of the God, and satisfy the justice 
o(.tbe king. 

i^?;J|ut. as I shall be of little use in either 
caise,^ continued Alzaida ; ^^ and since, from my 
dwr mother's having re-entered into society, she 
Willi: 4^ my absence the less, with her kind 
permission, I should like to leave iStalcsea for a 
shfit tjuaoiB, and with our friends in the vale of 
£|^a, midst its fertile plains and umbrageous 
v4«s^ and on the lone banks of its beauteous. 
lak;%r fon^t for awhile, not only the deeds, but the 

E 
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very existence of him, whom I wish never again 
to behold." 

" Thou art too hasty, my child," answered the 
Lady Hippodicaea; ^* should the immortals pardon, 
and the Giberanto be once more restored to royal 
favor, it will not be becoming in us to retain our 
indignation. My Alzaida was not wont to think 
and act thus harshly. That benevolence and 
virtue go hand in hand, was a precept which 
thy amiable father taught thee when yet a child 
upon his knee." 

" It is not forgotten, my dear parent," inter- 
rupted Alzaida, and conviction spoke feelingly 
within, that benevolence was, even at that moment, 
shielding the guilty, — the murderer of one, per- 
chance, like herself, an orphan. Alas! an easier 
victim to the dastard soul ! — And she felt absolutely 
humbled at the reflection of how different would 
have been the line of conduct in that estimable 
parent, with whom the oppressed, the injured, 
found a protector, and the innocent an avenger ; 
while she, by silence to the truth, withheld the 
arm of justice; and it required the strong aid of 
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former determination, to prevent her sacrificing 
that very benevolence to a stricter, though less 
amiable virtue. But restraining the expression of 
her sentiments, she sought to soothe the feelings of 
her mother, which, excited by the mention of her 
departed husband, had melted into a flood of 
tender recollections. 

** Does my Alzaida remember,'' said the Lady 
Hippodicaea, ^^ the last fete in these gardens, when 
the presence of our noble monarch and his gracious 
consort, adding to the happiness and gaiety of her 
father, made it to us a real gala of delight ?'" 

^^ But,'' she continued, after a slight pause, 
making an effort to enter into a more lively 
strain, " what was the young poet — the amiable 
Eurysthamanes saying on the subject of delight, 
when thou wast listening to his muse, by the little 
brook in the acacia grove ? Surely he did not feel 
greatly charmed at the interruption to the recital 
of his performance, this morning ?" 

*^ The postponement of personal gratification 
and honor," replied Alzaida, ^^ I should rather 
imagine, was, with him, absorbed by the serious 
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consequences that followed; for on my passing 
him, after seeing some of our friends to another 
part of the gardens, I appeared to have disturbed 
his contemplation on the displeasure of the Gkx), 
and the certainty of the * still, small voice,^ being 
one day ^ loudly heard,^ I think he said, ^ as the 
* thunder of Jove's dreadful word,'" A gentle 
rustling among the shrubs below arrested her 
attention ; but the Lady Hippodicsea, occupied by 
her thoughts, was insensible to the interruption, 
and taking up the theme, '^ Ah ! < the still, small 
voice,' ^ she repeated, "it was that of which I 
spoke to the Giberanto in the temple this 
morning. He colored deeply, and I more than 

half suspect ^ again the rustling noise, as of 

some one agitating the trees, surrounding the 
court leading to the saloon, became audible, and 
sufficiently so to attract the notice of the Lady 
Hippodicsea. 

" Let us drop the subject, my dear mother ; 
there are secret listener&*-we are overheard— the 
hour is l&te, and thou needest repose," said 
Alzaida. 
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The widowed parent rose accordingly; but as 
instantaneously sunk back, sick, faint, and over- 
powered, by a sudden agony of pain ; which, after 

* 

diffusing itself with convulsive energy through 
every vein in her system, exhausted nature laid 
her senseless in her daughter's arms. 

Alzaida called loudly for assistance, but the 
domestics were too distantly removed to attend to 
her summons ; and the shadow of a human being 
casting its length across the crystal fount below, 
she commanded, whoever it might be, to come 
forward. 

A low taunting laugh was her only reply ; and 
not daring to leave her parent unprotected from 
the sneaking wretch, who seemed to extllt in her 
distress, she essayed to carry her to the inner 
apartments; but the Lady Hippodicaea again 
becoming convulsed, she slid through her arms, — 
and, to the ground. 

" Ah !^ she exclaimed, between the fits of pain ; 
" I feel it working, — I know its effects, — ^it is poison, 
—direful, potent, efficient poison, that rages through 
my veins. 
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*' Farewell, my child, — ^farewell ; — a cruel hand 
has robbed thee of thy last surviving parent ; and 
now thou wilt be indeed an orphan. But remember, 
Alzaida,^ she said, raising herself upon her elbow, 
and speaking with solemnity, ^^ remember, Alzaida, 
the Gods are righteous, and the ^ still, sm^l voice^ 
will be as surely heard as that I am now passing 
to that dread tribunal, where the good and the 
bad are judged with impartiality and truth." 

Here she once more reclined, almost lifeless, in 
her daughter's arms, who was kneeling to support 
her. 

After the lapse of a few minutes, she appeared 
a little to revive, and again taking a tender farewell 
of the weeping Alzaida, she desired to be laid 
upon the marble pavement, where the gentle 
spirit, murmuring invocations to her beloved 
husband, fled the lovely tenement, and left an 
inanimate corpse behind. 

Alzaida shrieked, long and wildly ; — she pressed 
the cold lips, — ^placed her hand upon the heart, 
that was wont to beat in unison, in tenderness of 
love and sympathy. But now, alas ! no pulse 
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returned the pressure; no encircling arms blessed 
the embrace, with which she strove to lift the 
body from the ground. 

Again the laugh of exultation rang in her ears ; 
and unable to bear the contending agony of hearts 
riven misery and excited anger, she sprang down 
the steps, to the open court below, and with 
transfixed indignation, met face to face the cower- 
ing villain — Billinsneres ! 

The full light of the moon fell upon his coun- 
tenance, and betrayed his ghastly-smiling features, 
—-appalling, as the hell within his heart. 

She tried to speak ; but, ere the choking words 
found utterance, the dark gloom of the surrounding 
grove closed over his retreating figure. ^ 

Alzaida felt inclined to pursue, to call him to 
account for his atrocious conduct, and had already 
advanced a few steps, when the remembrance of 
the unprotected corpse of her beloved parent re- 
called her to a more sacred duty ; and she hastened 
to convey it to her own sleeping apartment, and 
closing the doors, flew to rouse the domestics. 
The servants leaped from their beds in dismay; 
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and half clad, some rushed to the apartment of 
the lady Alzaida, whose successive faiatings now 
threatened to lay her quickly by the side of her 
departed parent, — ^both for the same cold grave. 

Some ran to examine the various vessels in use 
during the evening refreshments; and at once, the 
cup generaUy used by the Lady Hippodicsea on 
days of festivity, presented a .sediment, which, 
without requiring much scrutiny, proved itself to 
be — a deadly poison ! 

A man on horseback was instantly despatched 
to the city for medical aid, it being dreaded that 
the Lady Alzaida had partaken of a similar de- 
leterious mixture. 

The domestic sent on this mission had been one 
of the number who attended their mistresses to the 
temple in the morning ; and having contrived to 
edge himself in with the crowd, had consequently 
witnessed the downfall of the slippery son of Galen ; 
and knowing that he was not in immediate practice, 
he concluded there would be greater certainty of 
finding him at home, than the more eminent prac- 
titioners of the day, who, also being few in number. 
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he had reason to fear, might chance to be engaged 
in some case of equal emergency. He therefore 
hastened directly to that quarter of the city where 
the youth was said to reside, and knocking loudly 
at the door of the humble mansion, demanded if one 
Sinon lived there. 

** Sinon V^ replied an old woman, putting her 
head Out of a window, above the ground floor. 
*t Sinon !" she repeated indignantly, " get thee 
gone, man; no Sinon lives here:'' and she with- 
drew, and closed the means of communication. 

" By the Gods r said he, " this is vexatious ; I 
have forgotten his legitimate name ; and if the old 
vixen were not in such a passion, I might be 
tempted to think, that I was mistaken in the 
place. However, I will try her again :"" and he 
gave another peal at the door with his riding stick. 

There was no answer. 

"Good dame,— kind mistress,— old woman!" 
vociferated the jdistressed servant. " 111 break 
the door down, if ^ 

This threat seemed to have the effect of rousing 
her fears, for the demolition of her property, and 

£ 5 



82 

she re-opened the casement, demanding what he 
meant, by disturbing quiet folks at that hour of 
the night ?^ 

^* My business is with thy lodger,'' said he : "I 
desire that he should go instantly with me, to 
iGtalcaea. The ladies have been poisoned*'' 

^^ Been poisoned T repeated the old crone; and 
that in so deliberate a manner, that the enraged do- 
mestic declared himself tempted to hurl his stick 
at her head : " at all events, old torment," he 
murmured to himself, ^* if thou wert nearer to 
the ground, we would have a struggle for that 
open window." 

*^ Thou mayst go hence,'* said she, *^ and seek 
aid elsewhere; my young lodger, the clever Mi-<^ 
monades, is ill, and must not encounter the night 
air. 

" That is the name, — ^that is the name," shouted 
the delighted servant ; and vociferating, . ^^ Mimo- 
nades! Mimonades !" he recommenced a, battering 
attack upon the door. 

" Stop, stop," cried the mistress of the house ; 
" wait a minute, and I will let you in." 
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Aye, do, old dotard,^ said he, arresting his 
progress in the demolishing process. ** Aye, do, 
or I shall soon make an entrance for myself.^ 

She now descended, and cautiously opening the 
contested portal, thrust a lighted taper into his 
face. 

" Curse upon thy folly," he exclaimed ; " I tell 
thee, my young mistress is quickly following the 
Lady Hippodicsea, who is already dead. She is 
dying, woman, I tell thee," and dashing the taper 
from him, it fell out of the hand of the hostess, and 
the light was extinguished. 

" There now,^ shrieked the old woman, " we are 
in the dark." 

** So it seems," rejoined the man, groping his 
way up the stairs that faced the door. 

" Stop !" screamed the enraged landlady of the 
clever Mimonades. " Stay down here ; or I will 
call, thieves, fire, murder !" 

** Murder, — fire, — thieves !" she screeched, at 
the full extent of a powerfully cracked voice. 

But, ere the exclamations had fairly escaped from 
between her lips, her unseasonable visitor had 
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the first door, through the key-hole of whkh he 
discovered the glimmer of a lights he happily 
struck into the very chamber of the invalid. 

The old lady, whom seventy summers had 
tolerably well wrinkled, and who, to other con- 
comitants of age, united a superabundant irasci- 
bility of temper, which no one, previously to her 
young lodger, had been able to soothe to any degree 
of toleration, now trotted into the room, as much 
to keep an eye on the pertinacious intruder, of 
whom she scarcely yet knew in what way to con- 
sider, as to look after her amiable charge, whom 
it was rumoured had so great an influ^ice over 
her affections, as now and then to get a peep into 
her coffers ; and it was expected, from her vary 
great attention to his comforts, that she intended 
to compensate him for the loss of the wealthy 
widow, by the liberal endowment of her own hand. 

She hastened, with officious zeal, to apply the 
pillow to the back of the clever youth, as he sat 
up to receive the stranger, and inquire the occasion 
of so much bustle, and the purport of the visit. 
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' Bat no sooner did h§ hear the tempting offer of 
^ handsome payment'" for his services, than 
springing hastily from the bed, he let her Ml for- 
ward, just as the receding weight of the beast had 
caused his own awkward catastrophe in the morn- 
ing; and hurrying on his apparel, he soon pro- 
nounced himself ready to attend. 

" Where are thy wounds ?" said the domestic, in 
a slight tone of raillery, though still urging the 
necesdty of quickness. 

" In my pocket ! in my pocket !" replied the 
ex-physician ; and, " farewell, mother," he added, 
as he descended the stairs. 

<^ Mother ! indeed,'^ she ejaculated, indignant at 
the implied disparity of their ages. ^^ But I will be 
wise in time, and look after my wordly goods with 
a little more motherly care than I have lately 
done.*" 

" Wounds in thy pockets !" she murmured, as 
she closed and barred the door, after Sinon 
^ and the domestic. *^ Wounds ! Thou shouldst 
have said holes, ingrate T 

Before she had concluded her muttering soliloquy. 
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her lodger had mounted the led horse, provided 
by the forethought of the messenger, and was 
galloping with tremendous speed, towards the 
afflicted house of Mtalcsea ; where, when he ar- 
rived, he found the Lady Alzaida somewhat 
recovered: but' with respect to the Lady Hippo- 
dicsea, he could only confirm the already known 
certainty, that life had for ever fled, whilst in that 
little saloon, whither she had retired, to enjoy the 
pure calm of a delicious evening, which, alas ! 
for her, had terminated so disastrously. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Latb on the night succeeding the day and 
evening fraught with catastrophe, while the city 
of Catana was deeply wrapped in silence and 
repose, a mounted cavalier demanded entrance at 
the gate of the fortifications, facing the Syracusan 
road. 

The summons would have been unheeded, and 
the traveller desired to wait till the relieving of 
the guard at sun-rise, but for a few words of 
private reminiscence, when the small wicket beside 
the massive portal was gently opened, and the pre- 
mised reward left him at liberty to pursue his way 
unmolested. 

He cautiously led his horse through the principal 
street, till a narrow turning conducted him to the 
private entrance of a noble building, where a groom 
awaited the care of the animal, whose appearance 
betokened a rough and hasty journey ; he sprung 
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from the saddle, threw the reins to the attendant^ 
crossed the court, and applying a key to a small 
door in the side of the mansion, entered, and closed 
it behind him. 

" There goes a true son of Alecto,^ said the 
man ; '^ his ^visits are a sure sign there is mischief 
in the wind ; he always gets some of the household 
into trouble, come when he will; and then he 
smiles and grins, and tries to curry favour with the 
rest. 

" But come thou in, my brave creature,'' said 
he, and he patted the noble animal on the neck ; 
** thou art of the right sort, and playest no vicious 
tricks. 

" Poor Pechinus! poor Syretis!^ he continued, 
rubbing down the sides of the still smoking beast ; 
" perdition sat upon the tongue of that eternal 
grinner, when he persuaded you upon his secret 
expedition ; secret indeed ! to stab one, and try to 
do the same to the other, and that openly in the 
t^oiple, ha ! ha ! 

^' At least, so say the lads who brought back our 
master from Syracusse; though as far as I am 



89 

capable of judging, I think there is very little 
doubt as to who was the real criminal ; but— 
stand still, Sybil,^ said he, interrupting himself, 
and addressing the beautiful mare (one of those 
splendid creatures Irom the Val di Demona), and 
who began to move about rather impatiently ; 
** aye, aye, no doubt thou dost .want thy supper; 
but thy skin must be as sleek as the tongue of our 
right noble master, and his worthy steward, or his 
agent, or whatever he pleases to call himself, or I 
shall be brought to account, and perchance, pay 
the reckoning with my own — stand still, Sybil — as 
they say the Giberanto must with his head, if he 
does not produce Syretis, dead or alive, in a 
month." 

" But ril put a bridle to that business — what, 
wilt thou not stand still, thou unmanageable beast ? 
has evil company changed thy disposition, in a 
short run of thirty-five miles ?" 

** But go to, go to,'' he added, more kindly, 
patting his late favorite, and stroking her with 
his hand ; " perchance, thy selfish rider has given 
thee neither rest or refreshment ; go to, my fine 
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creature,'' and he turned the noble animal to thd 
well-stored manger— 

" Where fragrant hay, high piled with care, 
And oats, refreshed with dainty fare." 

Meanwhile, the traveller was ascending with 
rapid steps a flight of stairs, that conducted him to 
a long corridor lighted by a soHtary lamp, appa- 
rently stationed there for the expected visitor. 

He seized it, and a^plpng the same key to one 
of the nimierous doors that lined either side of the 
passage, he let himself into a large square apart- 
ment, which he as carefully re-closed, as he had 
done the door at the foot of the stairs. 

He passed through this and a succession of 
chambers, sometimes to the right, and sometimes 
to the left, as if a circuitous route had been pur- 
posely planned, to avoid detection^ in the situation 
of a small room, known by the name of the brazen 
closet, from its being entirely lined with a plating 
of that metal, to prevent^ it was said, secret contro- 
versies from being overheard ; but it was ostensibly 
accounted a repository for extremely valuable 
treasures, and the domestics were forbidden to 
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mention it without the palace, or indeed, to make 
it the subject of their own conversations. 

But notwithstanding the strictness of the order, 
many a curious tale had been whispered ; and an 
evil result had, at most times, been expected, from 
the secret machinations of the brazen closet. 

The cavalier, who appeared no stranger to the 
route, and its various windings, swiftly glided 
behind the mighty figure of a tapestried Hercules, 
and again applying the master-key, bolt, bar, and 
lock flew back, and admitted him within the 
precincts. 

A young man was sitting at a small round table, 
apparently in a deep reverie. His hands were 
clenched, and pressed against each side ot his 
temples, whilst his reclining arms scarcely separ 
rated his face from the level surface of the 
polished wood. He looked up a^ the traveller 
entered, and a hollow ghastly smile, intended as a 
welcome, betrayed his disturbance from the secret 
workings of an inward monitor. 

There had been times when Hamiltiades had 
been desirous to strengthen the advantages of 
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wealth and power, by a character for amiability, 

» 

courtesy, and beneficence. The latter, his un- 
bounded prosperity had enabled him to indulge 
in without inconvenience. 

Courtesy ! — Alas ! he was not himself aware, that 
a smooth tongue and bland smile more frequently 
convey the appearance of selfishness, than that 
amiability of the heart, which, arising from a 
genuine feeling, inspires a reciprocity of pleasure ; 
and^ as we have before observed, his small grey 
eyes belied his words. 

Unexpected services, in some little matter of 
state, had gained him a tolerable portion of the 
good-will of Hiero, and it was to perfect this 
favourable impression, that he had suddenly 
determined to pay his addresses to the Lady 
Alzaida, the king^s ward, the rjesult of which 
speculation had then ended so fatally. 

And he now beheld, through the violence of his 
own conduct, the commenced destruction of his 
highly-wrought anticipations. The chimera of an 
ambition, founded upon no principle but that of 
self*4iggrandisement — unbiassed by any integrity, 
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which could prevent his Bacrificing all, and every- 
thing, and everybody, who unhappily obstracted 
his career* 

And though he paused not in the pursuance of 
his will, yet, while waiting for Billinsneres, had 
the -^^ voice"^ within been reminding him that the 
purchase of his gratification, in the now determined 
pursuance of his vengeance, was at the price of 
his future welfare ; and the flames of Tartarus, 
more to be dreaded than the mighty torrents of his 
vaunted ancestorial domain, raged in anticipation 
round his brow, and swelled his bursting veins. 

The Massonidas gazed for an instant, with 
contempt at the display of feelings, which to his 
ideas amounted to cowardice. Then throwing 
himself on a couch, he complained of the length 
of the journey, and the fatigue of the way. 

*< I have been long expecting thee,^ said Ha« 
miltiades; ^^ wilt thou have some refreshment ?^ 

^^ Aye, truly, ^ replied the mountain-man, pouring 
out a large goblet of wine, which he emptied at a 
draught. ^^ Why this is nectar. By the Gk)ds, it 
is perfect nectar ! Come pledge me, my noble 
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master, on the success of our little cogitation 
yester-mom, though we were not in the brazen 
closet. £hP my sweet master,^ and swallowing 
another bumper, he put his hand on the flagon for 
a third. 

" Stay,'' said Hamiltiades, witliholding the cup, 
" let me know the result. What of— of the——" 
and he paused. 

His late reflections, even at the sight of his more 
doughty associate, not immediately vanishing be- 
neath the lawless efirontery of his countenance. 
And now he almost dreaded to hear, what he had 
before considered necessary, to subdue the oppo- 
sition of the proud-minded orphan ; who, he saw, 
despised him, as a, minister of wantonness and 
barbarity. And the removal of her mother from 
life, had been to destroy the support of maternal 
protection ; and he listened with a doubtful anxiety, 
waiting the reply to his half-expressed inquiry. 

" What of— of the— of — the goblet,*" said Billin- 
sneres, pushing away the Giberanto's hand. Then 
pouring out a full-crowned cup, and draining its 
contents, he replaced it heavily on the table. 
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^^ What of the Lady Hippodicsea P^ deiiianded 
Hamiltiades. 

" What of the Lady Hippodicaea,'' repeated the 
Massonidas, with much scorn, at the evident 
emotion of the Giberanto ; and leaning back against 
the brazen wall, and placing, his hands on his 
sides, he grinned a smile so insultingly expressive 
of his feelings, that Hamiltiades, though aware of 
the habitual propensity of the man,, yet fell under 
the like degree of irritability, by which strangers 
were assailed when within the vortex of his demon 
smile: — 

The sneering grin, so galling to the sight, 
At once, conveying irony and spite. 

And he demanded, indignantly, what further mis- 
chief the other had dared to do, beyond what his 
directions warranted. 

<< Warranted !^^ said Billinsneres, stretching open 
his eyelids, and pursing up his mouth ; " by the 
Gods, such deeds as thine and mine, my good 
master, were hardly warranted !" 

" Thou hadst the commission of thy Prince,'* 
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replied Hamiiltiades, in enkieme'vnmth. ^ And the 
represetitatiye of the race of Brontes commoiids the 
unquestioned duty of his dependants.'" 

*' Ho ! ho r exclaimed the'Massonidas, stiirting 
up, and recovering himself, at once, from tbe appa- 
rent fumes of the wine. ** If, indeed^ the noble 
pdnce of the sons of the mountain eaiK stendy ^is 
voice to speak, and his heart to issue the command, 
to sweep the high road of opposing influence — to 
break the haughty poplar of the forest, or mow the 
tender poiq>y of tbe field, he will find bis £uthful 
fri^d willing to consider all things * Warranted.^ 
A^ ! and his wishes unquestioned too. 

" Yes," be added ; " thy commisrion has been 
fully effected. And now my suj^er mmst hf^ 

m 

achieved." 

Upon which he pulled a table towards Idm, 
covered with various viands, and commenced^ witii 

# 

an £^petite, excited by a ride of thirty-five miles, 
and further strengthened by his deep a{^)lieation to 
the inspiring goblet. 
A quarter of a kid, — a pair of fowk,^-«*ecaiaftar 
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of braul} and sundry cakes^ were already despatched, 
when Hamildades again returned to the subject of 
his inquiry. 

^' Dead ! dead,^ said Biilinsneres, twisting off the 
top of a pomegranate^ and throwing it away. 

<< By what means 7^ demanded the Giberanto. 

He filled a cup of wine, and significantly 
df(^ypiiig into it a few seeds of the pomegranate* 
diank it at a draught. 

<< And the result ?"" 

^ Cold as this,^ replied the Massonidas, striking 
the marble table on which the repast had been 
laid out ; ^^ and now thou mayst do thy will ; thou 
hast power, rank, and riches — an arm to strike — a 
toBgue to beguile— and a friend to assist thee.^ 

^^ Yes ! thou art indeed a friend ! thy friendship 
is .worth accepting,^ said Hamiltiades ; *^ but what 
of the Lady Alzaida P"* 

^ Ah ! that is a different tone;^ and Billinsneres 
again relapsed into his contemptuous expression 
of countenance. 

Hamiltiades was enraged. ^^ Speak, viUain,^ he 
exclaimed, ^^ and leave off that infernal grinning.^ 

^^Ha! ha! ha!^ said the Massonidas; *^ art 
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thou too caught, my mo»t noble prince ?-*-Leave 
ofiP grinning ! — why, dost thou not know that I hug 
my title, as a bear does his best friends, and glory 
in being called a grinoiiDg demon — ^infernal grinner 
— grinner evevlasting— -and the like^ and the like ? 
^^ It keeps me uppermost with the world ; when 
I grin, they go mad ; and having ceased from acting 
in their right senses, I grin again, and drive them 
just wherever I please. 

" The very boys stop short in the midst of a 
recitation, or a game at play, and 'slink off as if 
convicted in some petty offencct 

^^ As to the women,^ (herse he laughed heartily,) 
^' by the Gods, they lun^ if they perceive me coming 
towards them, a mile off, or else they stand aghast, 
as thy pretty Alzaida did, when she flew down the 
marble steps (thou knowest full weU) leading from 
her saloon, and caught me, like a fooled thief, with 
my head in the stocks, for listening to the closing 
scene of her dying mother ; and the next morning 
she graciously aspersed me as the murderer.^ 

" Aspersed ! "^ said the Giberanto, now in his 
turn echoing the words of his worthy associate. 
« Aye, aspersed I'' replied Billinsneres, laughing ; 
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^^ are we not all aspersed— vilified— and slandered, 
when the accusation is against our interests ? 

^^ It was that which detained me so late at 
Syracusse, having been obliged to attend an exa- 
mination before the officers, appointed by the 
king, heaven rid the world of his justice ; but there 
I turned my vocation to use again. 

" The lady being too ill to come forward, I put 
a pleasant face on the affair, — laughed it off as a 
delusive phantom of her own brain, and made it so 
clear, that at such a terrible, — ^yes, I called it 
terrible moment of excitement, it was easy for her 
to mistake a twig for a man, that the court broke 
up with laughter ; so you see I can grin to good 
purpose.*" 

".No doubt — no doubt," replied Hamiltiades, 
joining in the amusement of his friend ; and the 
two worthy associates drawing to the little table, 
at which the Giberanto h&d been seated at the 
entrance of Billinsneres, they arranged their plans 
for the future. 

Then partaking of the cup of convivial fellowship; 
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they separated, Hamiltiades to the downy pillows 
in his own splendid apartment, while the Masso- 
nidas threw himself upon the settee, and slept 
soundly till within an hour of daylight. 

We must now conduct our readers to that 
portion of iEtna, celled the "regio sylvosa," or 
woody region, forming the second belt of this 
venerable ^* father of mountains,^ whose numerous 
progeny, studded through the rich forests, as so 
many stupendous volcanoes of themselves, and the 
brittle crust, or hollow surface of earth, crackling 
beneath the feet, keep the imagination of the tra- 
veller sensibly alive to his proximity to the mighty 
crater, whence vast torrents of desolation over- 
whelm cities, towns, villages, and sweep the gigantic 
race of the chesnut, the pine, and the sturdy oak, 
from its own fertilising bosom, as the treacherous 
friend blights and destroys the kindlier feelings of 
his own creating. 

But no fears arose, or even floated across the 
mind of Billinsneres, who, closely wrapped in a 
cloak, dark as the fell spirit it shrouded, urged on 
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his steed' hastily over the reverberating ground, 
revolving plans, deep as the hell beneath, and 
smiling as the verdure round. 

Well accustomed to the mountain'*s wrath, it 
bore no more wright in his mental philosophy, 
than the sudden storm of a tropical clime. 

He alighted, and securing his horse— ^a warlike 
animal, ptu-posely selected from the Catauian stud, 
for the fatiguing journey of the iEtnean ascent — 
within the ample recess of a decayed chesnut tree, 
and taking a bag of provender from the saddle 
bow, he poured its contents upon the ground. 

*< fhere, take that," said he, " and thank the 
grumbling dog of the stables, whose ears I shall 
have_great pleasure in cropping, when next T have 
the time to perform so small a service."" 

A slight neigh was at that moment heard in the 
distance, and was answered by the animal within 
the tree. 

^ Ha ! ha ! " said Billinsneres ; " some of our 
lads on the alert, I suppose. 

<< Our master, when solicitous to gain favor with 
the king, was all anxiety to put down our little 
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picaroon parties ; but now, thanks fo the ill luck he 
has stirred up for himself, he intends to join us 
heart and hand. 

« 

" Nevertheless, I must take care of thee, my 
friend ; should thy temporary asylum be discovered 
during my absence, I might have the gratification 
of returning on foot to Catania ;^ and deliberately 
winding ope end of the leather bridle round the 
mouth of the noble creature, and fastening it to 
his neck, so that it could not be slipped off, he 
.secured it, by passing the other end through an 
opening in the tree, and coiled it round one of the 
few remaining branches; then tearing off some 
large boughs, from the neighbouring foliage, he 
heaped them before the entrance, so as to preclude 
a sight of the animal from without^ whom he thus 
left, unable to eat the food just spread before him, 
and almost excluded from the pure air. 

The Massonidas then sat down on the green 
turf, to take his own breakfast, which had been 
provided in a small wallet, and to wait the first 
gleam of sunrise, ere he should encounter the 
intricacies of his intended route. 
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He locdced some time iiiif)ati€Sitly toward the flast, 
and a muttered growl from between his teeth, 
seemed to reproach the lag^ng luminary. 

At length a faint streak, as the dilv^ boundary 
of the ocean, appealed on the distant horizon, 
the grey dawn gradually insinuated its gentle 
light over mountain, hill, and valley ; a radiation 
of golden tints succeeded, and the majestic orb, in 
dazzling splendor, burst the gates of Aurora. 

But, ere the polished domes of the Sicilian cities 
had caught his burnished rays, BHlinsneres was 
threading the maZy depth of the forest. 

Certain indications, imperceptible to the unini- 
tiated, guided liim midst t«^led clumps of trees, 
and beneath lofty foliage, whose ^reading branches 
interlacing, and united by the ivy and other para^ 
sitical plants, spread a dark canopy overhead, and 
which, continuing for miles, almost prevented the 
light from penetrating. 

But our traveller pushed on, and circling the 
base of many of those smaller mountains already 
noticed (being the result of the intemid fire, 
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raging for a vent and bursting tlie sides of the 
mighty parent), he arrived after a while at the 
foot of a beautiful cone, not more than five hundred 
feet high, and about three quarters of a mile at the 
base, and ascending with cautious step, he peered 
carefully through the shrubs encompassing its 
height, where the luxuriant grape, in weighty 
clusters — the purple 'fig, in matchless beauty — ^ 
aromatic shrubs, and the various sweets of the 
wild flowers, repaid former destruction, the suc« 
ceeding Is^se of time, and the fertility of soil, 
gendered by the decomposition of its once burning 
fluid. 

He lay down for concealment, and while listening 
I to the discourse of those within, refreshed himself 

I with the fruit at hand. 

The deep hole, or mouth of the crater, had long 
ceased to display thd fury that gave it birth, and 
had not for ages emitted even the smoke of 
departed wrath. 

A space of several yards in width, circumscribed 
this centre gulph, and in its deep retirement, on 
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beds of dry leftves, lay stretched a party of that 
banditti^ who^ springing, from the same source, 

■ 

claimed Hamiltiades for the head of their race. 

Distributed through the differmt cities of Sicily^ 
many had been entirely lost to the Cydopa^an 
family, but there were a few who still retained 
the manners, customs, and^ven the ferocity of 
their original state. 

A Folypheme indeed stalked not with his giant- 
club — 

*' Of height and imlk so vast^ 
The largest ship might claim it for a mast/* 

but still they were the dread of the neighbouring 
villages; and the more so, as their anger or 
revenge was seldom known, till the blow was 
felt. 

Whole families were despoiled — ^possessions 
ruined ; and did the bereaved orphan, or the 
widowed parent, dare lift the hand to deprecate 
the vaigeance of their destroyers, they met but the 
taunt and the exulting laugh of lawless depravity. 

About twenty-five or thirty were now regaling 
themselves with liquor drawn from some of the 

F 5 



106 

caskq, which had, apparently, been a part of their 
night^s plunder ; while the others, turned on end, 
had served the purpose of tables, on which the 
broken viands still remained in wasteful pro- 
fuseness. 

Several hales of goods, and tninks of various 
sizes, the mixed contents of whi<h were scattered 
about, partly within, and partly without, seemed 
also the produce of a late expedition. 

Seven or eight mules^ cropping the luxuriant 
herbage, or following the example of their masters, 
lay around, and completed the scene. 

One man only sat upright, and with deep and 
fierce threatenings of vengeance, he detailed to his 
comrades the circumstance of the Giberanto^s 
treacherous attack in the temple of Apollo— the 
death of his associate, and his own subsequent flight 
and escape; and he was beginning a retrograde 
account of the preceding cause, when! Billinsneres, 
deeming it advisable to prevent the disclosure, 
suddenly leaped into the midst of them. 

He was immediately surrounded and disarmed, 
but their weapons were as quickly sheathed, and 
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his own rettifned, when they peroriTed it was 
the Giberanlo^s deputy^ as he wM termed among 
them. 

The unlucky Syretis would hav^ retired, and if 
{x>ssible have concealed himself fnnn observation, 
butBillinsneres instantly tendered bishand,ahd with 
the greatest appearance of good-will congratulated 
him on bis successful dexterity, and the admirable 
skill that he displayed, both in the management of 
his sword, and in his power of leaping. 

^ Yet, by the Grods,"" said he, << as thoti didst 
hang by the slender frieze-work of the window, 
and the peofde rushed forward to pull thee down, 
by the king^s c<»nmand, I really thought thy 
ponderous carcase must have fallen upofi their 
stupid heads; then to a certainty, fMr or five 
deaths would have added to thy renown. 

^^ Ha ! ha ! my friends,^ he continued, turning 
to the banditti, *^ what think you P One Cyclop 
to five of the puny interlopers of the land-— eh P** 

" One to fifty !— fifty to five hundred,* they 
shouted ; ^^ has the Giberanto any service for us 
to perform ? Will he accept the aid of the sons of 
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ibe mountain f — ^hail ! to the desoendant o{ the 
immortal Bfontes-*hail ! to our most noUe prmeet 
Which way shall we turn our weapons P^ 

*^ Towards yourselveft^^ interrupted Syretis, in* 
dignant at the ready desertion of his comrades, 
when he had so lately detailed tile "villainy of 
Hamiltiades to himself. 

** Aye, truly ,^ rejoined tlje men, recollecting 
themselves, ** that matter should be judged first^ r 

^^ Come^ Syretis," said the eldest of the gang, 
seating himself on the head of an empty barrel, 
^^ thou shalt plead thine own cause— and thou, 
Masfionidas, shalt defend thy master. Free laws 
for the sons of the mountain*^*— -^ 

<^ Free laws with the sons of the mountain!^ 
shouted the banditti. 

^* Sit down, my comrades,^ continued the old 
picaroon, ^^ in a circle, as we do when there is 
disagreement amongst us, about division of booty, 
or the probable advantage of joining, or staying 
away from an intended expedition. Come, Masso- 
nidas!^ 

But he, knowing that he could neither plead the 
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cause, ncnr clelbod. the conduct ^ his mastei^ yet 
deaiirou^ lK>'get Syretis from the protecdon o£ hie 
brethren, changed his mode of proceeding) and, 
cunningly throwing himself into an apparent 
peasion^ commenced a series of invectives, threats^ 
taunts,, and hitter sarcasms, on his punllanimity^ 
his womanly cowardice, that did not dare to die^^-* 
that/?ar6d to lay down his life for the honor of 
the head of their race. 

<^ Who! who other ranongst us,^ he exelaimed^ 
^* would not have died for a Giberanto ?**-^wbe 
would not have bared his bosom ?^ and he tore open 
his own vest. ^^ Who, of the Mdld sons of the forest, 
would not have embraced the glittering weapon, 
that was to have left untarnished the -glory of the 
last descendant of immortal Brontes ?^ 

Angry mutterings were bandied round, and 
fierce looks were scowled on the unfortunate 
Syretisi 

BiUinsneres saw his advantage, and excited still 
further thdr indignation, by detailing the con- 
descension of the Giberanto. His promises of 
£Eivor, of more decided prolection than he had 
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dared to show, dnce his attendaneeiU; the court of- 
Hiero. His intention to visit them in person, 
openly to assert his claim to the consdderaition due 
to the head of the noble race, desctoded from the 
immortality of the Grods; and, in the face of all 
Sicily, to proclaim himself the champion — ^the chief 
— ^the protector of the " wild sons of the mountain.^ 

*^ Hail ! to the noble chief ! Hail ! to our cham- 
pion. Hail ! to the protector of the wild sons of 
the mountain,^ resounded from the banditti, as the 
stupendous bursting of a mighty torrent from its 
rocky bed, by the sudden falling of si barrier, that 
had previously restrained its rapdity. • 

The dereliction of the Giberanto from their 
avowed interests, had of late rather damped the high 
reverence with which they had been accustomed to 
regard the Catanian family; but now -the high- 
sounding promises of Billinsneres revived the na- 
tural devotion of the lower branches of a powerful 
race towards their principal; and ardor for his 
appearance, and anxiety for his service, rose to a 
degree of enthusiasm, that threatened instant anni- 
hilation to the wretched Syretis. 
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But the dogged look, and forbidding aspect of 
the man, which had excited an almost univeraal 
condemnatioii in the minds of the greater part of 
the aasemUy in the temple, seemed now to vanish 
beneath the extent of danger, and a corresponding 
portion of bravery sat nobly on his swarthy brow, 
as, pushing aside the weapons of his enraged com- 
rades, and cutting the shaggy locks from his fore^ 
head, he threw them, with his sword, at the foot of 
the old mountaineer on the head of the barrel. 

Then indignantly repelling the imputation of 
cowardice, and the fear of death for the^ honor of 
the Giberanto, he offered willingly to come forward 
the day month appointed ; and if the real charge 
were not proved against Hamiltiades, to take the 
manifestation of the wrath of the offended God 
entirely to himself, by confessing (as he and his 
associate had agreed, should they be convicted, in 
passing through the ordeal, commanded by the 
monarch), to the murder of a village shepherd, when 
lately in a distant part of the regio culta, who 
refused a lamb from his numerous flock, when they 
were nearly famished for want of a supper. . 
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** Then,^ continued Syretis, << the Giberanto might 
have purchased our lives by a handsome gratuity 
to the family of the deceased ; or if Hiero had been 
too rigid, we would have died manfully. But the 
unjust and unexpected violence of our master 
raised my indignation; and I saved myself as I 
best could.'' 

The general feeling now turned rather in favor 
of the undaunted picaroon; and Billinsnere^, 
anxious to catch at any means by which he 
could secure his person, appeared again pleased 
to be enabled to compliment his dexterity and 
skill. 

** I thought at the time,^ said he, ^^ that thou 

hadst no real intention to injure the Giberanto, by 

the manner in which thou didst use the flat of thy 

■ ■ *' 
sword, when the edge or point would have done 

thy Work more surely, and have rendered thee more 

efi^ectual service." 

The ban'dit made no reply. 

" And if thou wilt now return with me to 
Catana," continued the Massonidas, our noble 
master will amply reward thy devotion to his cause ; 
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and this story of the village shepherd will hold 
good both for him and for thee.^ 

*^ I need it not for myself," replied Syretis. 

** Nay,'' rejoined . Billinsneres ; " a price is set 
upon thy head." 

'^ And I must require," he added, turning to the 
robbers, *^ in the name of our noble chief, that the 
culprit be delivered to my charge." 

^ No culprit ! no culprit," exclaimed the men, 
decidedly cooled in their enthusiasm towards the 
Giberanto, by the explanatory defence of the brave 
Syretis. 

Billinsneres threatened-— entreated — urged, and 
threatened again ; but to no purpose. 

They unanimously agreed, that though all would 
be equally willing to die for the life or^ honor of 
the last descendant of the immortal Brontes, yet 
none of their members should be forced to a sacri- 
fice, which,indeed,ought to be voluntary, to produce 
beneficial effects. 

The Massonidas not being in a situation to drive 
matters to extremities, even had he deemed it ad- 
visable, was obliged to appear satisfied with the 
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renewed promise of the wary bandit, to be at 
Syracusse at the time appointed by the king. And 
distributing a bag of gold, with which he had 
toiled up the mountain, he took leave of its wild 
sons, and retraced his steps down the beautifid' 
cone, which, alone on the bosom of an extended 
plain, would have been a majestic mountain of 
itself. 

As he entered the dark shadowing oi the forest, 
two of the banditti, to whom he had most signi* 
ficantly given a private signal at the leave taking, 
followed, and joined him. 

*^ Dead or alive,^ said Billinsneres, ^^ bring Syretis 
to Catana this day week.''. Then, hurrying on, he 
regained the hollow tree, where he found the 
branches, which he had heaped at the entrance, 
removed, — ^the animal freed from his confinement, 
and laying down at his ease ; whilst the provender, 
that before strewed the ground, had entirely dis- 
appeared. 

^' This is singular,^ said he to himself, while 
adjusting the accoutrements of his companion ; 
^' some chance traveller must have espied thee. 
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notwithstanding my precaution ; and, pitying thy 
condition, set thee free ; or some picaroon, knowing 
the Catanian stud, has had respect to thy master, 
and not dared to appropriate thee to his own use. 
At all events, I am glad to find Uiee safe, my brave 
fellow.^ 

He then mounted, and carefully descendmg the 
remainder of the ^' regio sylvosa,^ and crossing, 
with more rapid step the ^' regio culta,"^ or lower 
girth of i£tna, took the direct road towards 
Syracusae. 



CHAPTER V. 

On the sixth mo/ning from the death of the 
Lady Hippodicaea, Hamiltiades, having exerted 
every possible interest with the king, and repre- 
senting the almost certainty of his regaining the 
person of the *^ foul assassin,^ as he termed Syretis, 
and detailing most pathetically the tenderness of 
his attachment to the lovely Alzaida, and his high 
respect for the amiable virtues of the deceased, 
had obtained permission to return' to Syracusae, to 
attend the celebration of the funeral obsequies; 
though with the imperative command to set out 
for Catana immediately on their conclusion. 

It had been with much difficulty that Hiero had 
been persuaded to grant even this limited indul* 
gence ; the disrespectful conduct of the Giberanto 
in the temple, had greatly displeased the dignity 
of the monarch, and the subsequent murder of the 
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Lady Hippodica^a, connected with his bitter smile 
to her daughter, when the two Cyclops made their 
appearance within the sacred circle, had raised a 
strong suspicion in the royal mind, that the iEtal*- 
casan family were not altogether strangers to the 
mysterious cause that had excited the anger of the 
God. 

^^ But wherefore Hamiltiades should have em-> 
ployed that grinning scoundrel, whom he has always 
about his person, to destroy the principal member 
of the family he wished to enter, I cannot ima» 
gine,^ said he, when he had signed the royal 
indulgence. , 

^^ Perhaps, dre, the Lady Hippodicaea might wish 
to cancel the engagement." 

** And so revenge instigated the deed I'" 
^* I cannot inform my royal master to a cer- 
tainty," replied the secretary, ** but I was at the 
JStalcaean fete, and noticed that both the ainiabte 
hostess and her daughter, though decidedly refusing 
to condemn the Giberanto, were yet cautious to put 
down the idea of future connection. 
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"Both, did you say?'' 

" Yes, both, sire, refused to condemn ; and both 
negatived the continuance of the acquaintance.^ 

" But was there not the acceptance of some pieces 
of statuary ?" 

" Truly, sire, but they, had been received early, 
in the morning, and it was remarked that an equal 
present could be returned." 

" Then wherefore,'' demanded the monarch, 
austerely, " dost thou imagine the Lady Hippo- 
dicsea wished to cancel the engagement, sanctioned- 
by our royal permission?" 

•" Because, sire, although the amiable widow's 
excuses for the Giberanto's conduct were generous 
and noble, yet they were delivered with that pre- 
cision of tone and language, which seemed to say, 
these speeches are for the ears of the world, on 
account of his former intimacy with my daughter; 
while the (lush of indignation that danced across 
her cheeks and from her eyes, when she declared, 
in terms too positive to be misunderstood, that the 
acquaintance was at an end, convinced me that she 
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defended the Giberanto on a principle of maternal 
pride only, and that in her heart, she had not the 
slightest particle of respect for himself." 

'* I give thee credit for thy observation,'* replied 

the monarch, " and should think it likely "^ 

then pausing for awhile, and seeming to reflect on 
the words of the secretary, he summon^ two of 
his most aged counsellors, and dispatching the sage 
of the pen also, he commanded them to attend the 
funeral, on the royal behalf, to present his con- 
dolence to his lovely and afflicted ward,, with the 
renewed promise of the royal protection, and 
especisdly conjoined them to take particular notice 
of whatever might chance to occur, even to a look, 
between the Lady Alzaida and the Giberanto. 

They arrived about an hour .before noon, and 
found Hamildades fVeely, though in an under-tone, 
conversing with the friends and relatives of the 
deceased. 

The party wctc numerous, and from respect to 
the amiable being they now deplored, and who had 
so lately, and so decidedly refused to condemn the 
semi-Syracusftn son of duplicity, they permitted 
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bim the same degree of familiaiity h% Jbad heexk 
accustomed to during the life-time of their fiiend ;, 
i^d the cunning defence of Billin8nere^ h^ §q- 
touched upon the spirit of the age, so assimilated 
with their natural love of satire, that many, eten 
among the very best friends of Alzaida, perfectly 
agreed in the probability of her being mistaken, in 
the accusations she brought against him; ao that 
his master escaped the suspicion of having hand 
or voice in the cruel murder, that had deprived the 
orphan of that protection, which, even more avail- 
able than the favor of kings and princes, would,, 
in itself, have been a foil to the intrigues of these 
two foul Machiavels of destruction. 

But there were a few of sounder judgment, who 
yielded not to the gross buffoonery of a lawless, 
reprobate; and by them, BiUinsneres MassonidBs, 
equally with Hamiltiades Giberanto, waacontenmed 
and abhorred. 

The bier was brought into the apartment — the 
princjipal pne in the mansion, and placed on tresei^M^ 

The cof pse, dressed in the splendid habiliments 
of fikiop&Apiajrriag^pomp, with the face unoovered^ 
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the^tuves of ivluch, having Trained their usual 
exprefirfon of ealm placidity, but for the marbled 
hue of death, would have borne the appearance of 
beauty in getitle slumber. 

The Lady Hippodicsea had married early, and 
waft, at the time dF her decease, still young, or 
rather it might be said, in the full dignity of 
matronly depbrtment, and the ample and rich robe 
in which she Was now enveloped, still kept up the 
impression to th^ eyes of the beholder. 

It was stHF with the embroidery of countless 
bouquets of flowers, in imitation of those presented 
at weddings to the yet unmatched, with the motto 
— « Gk), and do thou the like." 

But in this, tlie shroud of death, the golden 
threads that, according to ^custom, had bound the 
brilliant posies, T^cre apparently burst, — the flowers 
seemed in the act of falling, and in studied negli- 
gence covered nearly the whole surface of the 
white groundwork. 

Her long dark hair was braided with the skill 
of former days, and interweaving with the toowy 
tissue of ihtt v«a, wfech was laid in grafeeful l&Ms *' 
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round hst head and shoulders, it eictended almost 
to her feet, mixed with the folds of herrobe^ and 
carelessly spread itself over the richly bnx^l^ 
cloth that trailed from the bier upon -the ^x>und^ 
The right arm was laid across the breast, and hM 
in its hand a bunch of full-blown white roses^ 

As the corpse was carried into the roomt, it was 
met by a current of air from the many open 
casements, and the petals of the delicate blooms 
flew about in all directions; the next instant, 
every stray leaf was gathered up, and secured as 
sacred relics, by the sorrowing friends and relatives. 

The Giberanto stooped also, but a beautifuHy 
tender-tinted portion of the parent bud flitted 
before his fingers; again and again he bent himself 
to the ground, yet still it fled his gra^, till, 
passing through a latticed corridor, a powerful 
breeze carried it beyond the reach of further 
pursuit. 

He returned to the company sullen and dejected, 
while those who had followed him from curioiaty, 
whispered the result. 

The two counsellors looked at each other, and 
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tke seoBtwy took out his tablets, and appeared* 
by {facing a leaf within, accompanied by a siaile 
of tcorn^ to be making a note of the inddent, 
gready to the indignation of the uEtnaeaii, who 
&om bmeath his scowling brows gknced irefuUy 
on the guests, as if suspicious of their remarks. 

Whea the arrangements were completed, and 
the attendance only of the high-priest was waited 
tor to commence the procession from the house, 
the domesties, and the female mourners (hired, as 
customary, for the occasion), vented loud and 
bitter cries of lamentation, tearing their garments, 
atnd imprecating vengeance on the head of the 
murderer. 

<< May the Gods return ten-fold misery to that 
which he has inflicted on the desolate orphan ! If 
he has a mother, may she be heart-riven, and blush 
widi shione^ for the ignoble son she has borne into 
the world ! The coward slave ! he stabs in the 
dark i He is a foul-tongued adder ! He is a 
wily serpent ! He traces his filth through the 
midnight grove, blighting both bud and blossom 
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vitb his l}reatb, and leaving but the dime Us 
betray his path-T 

]9amiltiades was startled-— »were the aasertioiis of. 
his friend still discredited? Was Alzaida yet deter« 
mined ta enforce the charge of the shadow accost 
the fount, in the marble court below the saloon, 
where the Lady Hippodicsea expired ?-^^f the 
taunting laugh, the deriding exultation that re^ 
plied to her demand for succor ? Of the amilii^ 
features of his colleague, when she sought and met 
face to face her despicable insulter P 

He trembled ; he was unnerved ; he made 
several attempts to join in the general execratiiHi; 
of the crime and the perpetrator, but his voice 
failed him. 

He looked on the corpse; it was the third victim 
which the narrow policy of his soul-absorUng* 
selfishness had deprived of life, and sent hurrying* 
to an untimely grave. And the renewed speQtaele 
pf death, unalterable iii its appearance, mingljsd 
with his $dready excited emotion, recalled the- 
remembrance of her now mouldering in the Mt&U 
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cHanr nilDSy with bitt^ anguish to his txtomentarily 
repentant feelings. 

A ixsat dtole down his harsh features ; he turned 
asicb from the guests, and throwing himself upoti 
a seat, he buried his head beneath the folds of his 
mourning robe, and dobbed aloud. 

<* That seems well!^ said the younger of the 
two counsellors* ^* He certainly manifested much 
<!oiisideration towards the Lady Hippodicsea) when 

she was alive.'' 

* 

" Truly so," replied the elder ; *« but it would 
much gratify me, to ascertain the sincerity of these 
pteoent indications."" 

^ I should like to read his heart,'' said the 
secretary. 

•* Aye, if he has one," tejoined the yoting 
Curysthamanes, as he added to the number of the 
little group of keen observers on the Giberanto's 
mov^ements. 

The hour of noon approached. The high-priest 

.arrived ;—4md the principal mourners, who were 

to support the bier, placed themselves ready to 
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depart. At this ni(»nent of palnfiil ihteareBif the 
Lady Alzaida entered. 

Worn with the daily care and nightly t^, that 
in devoted love she had performed over the body 
of that parent, whose thousand acts of maeteraal 
solicitude were now enhanced in their endearment 
to her heart, from the wounding conviction, that 
th6 thread of life had been thus violently rent 
asunder, to gratify personal pique against herself ; 
a parent destroyed to wreak vengeance on the 
chUd ! Ahe presented but a sad remnant bt her 
former self: and, resemUing her mother in face 
and figure, though of more slender growdi, she 
might have passed for her spectral illusion from 
the Elysian abodes. 

She knelt by the side ot the corpse, laid one 
hand across it, and with the other half raised, 
seaned to entreat the mercy ci those who would 
deprive her even of this clay-cold pcniion of her 
last earthly treasure. 

<< Tempt me not, man of holiness,"^ she replied, 
in a hollow sepulchral voice, to the venerable 
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Loagaiiuus as he gently pressed her uplifted hands, 
and, bj virtue of his sacred function, tried to 
admimster consolation to h^ distressed feelings. 
<^ Tempt me not. I cannot part with it* Take 
thou no share with the murderers, O righteous 
priest»^ 

<^ Leave me, all of you,^ she cried, starting to 
her leet^ and glancing wildly on those immediately 
round her; but without recognising Hamiltiades^ 
who had withdrawn to a further part of the room, 
<< Leave me; wherefore are you here? did you 
come to laugh, at my bereavement, — to make 
sporty'^to deride the insulted orphan ?^ 

<^ Bulk no I oh, no,^ she added, in subdued tone, 
as two or three of her mother^s friends advanced 
towards her ; ^^ no, it was not you who gave her 
poisons-^youi in sneaking villainy, listened not for 
the . jnstant, when its effects should agonise her 
ft:ame; and,^ she continued, gasping for breath, 
<^ when death seized its victim, and the proud soul 
wrestled with its corporeal tenure in the last 
thjToes of expiring' nature — ^ye, ye did not .scorn 
my cry for aid;-Hio, it was not you, who laughed 
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^ultmgly. in derision ;*^oh, no, not yoil ! ^ And 
she hcsrsdf burst into the ynld hysterical langh of 
overwrought anguish, far more distressing to the 
ear than the most piercing shriek of despair \ and 
gradually sinking beneath the intensity of h^ 
feelings, she fell lifeless into the arms of her 
nurse* 

^< Daughter of my soul ! " exclaimed the TeAe- 
jrable Eurynome, clasping her to her Ix^som witb 
maternal love. 

This aged woman, a purchased slave, pieseiited 
by the grandfather of the deceased lady to her 
mother, on h^ wedding day, had been transferred^ 
in attendance on the first marriageable daughter, 
into the iEtalcsean fiimily; and receiving to her 
pare the offspring of her bdoved young mistress, 
f he bad* from this twice-repeated duty, secured 
ber own enfranchisement, with the respect, afi^tlon^ 
and title of << Second Mother of the Family;'' the 
services of which were gratefully repaid by the 
attachment of the Lady Alzalda, over whcon she- 
now wept in sympathy and unfeigned sorrow. 

But it became requisite to tH^odie ^imatibn ; 
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fUA4 thi6' weeping matnm was about to' peimit -the 
^hild cf her affections to be carried to another 
i^iartaneal, when, in releasing her hold, the locket, 
tjbat hi4 been worn for greater security fix>m prying 
tHuioaity or drnmce observation, since the evening df 
.fiading it in the wood, escaped from its hiding place^ 
-and hung suspended by the length of the chain. 

Eurynome would have replaced it, but the let- 
tens ^' H« G«,^ engraved on the reverse of the gold 
plate, had caught the eye of Hamiltiades himself-^ 
the noble Hamiltiades ! And stung with the re- 
meinfasance of the contempt with which Alzaida 
h^d. received his overtures after the murder, or 
rathep the burial in the iEtalcsean ruins; and her 
firmness of manner almost, if not quite, amounting 
to rejection— scornful rejection, in the temple of 
ApoUo, with a throbbing breast, and the flushed 
cheek of gratified vanity, common respect, decency, 
and pr9priety,. became absorbed in the one over- 
powering desire to prove to the world, to publish 
on the lip of Seune, that Hamiltiades Gibeianto was 
secretly « ■ ■■ \ 

" Yegtaeiotts Gcda!". . * <? 

g5 



130 



« 



Wonderful !^ ejaculated Sinon, when he heard 
the account. 
> ^ Astonishing !^ rejoined the secretary. 

But these remarks refer to subsequent rumoTB, 
instigated by his own duplicity, and set forward by 
bis able assistant, touching the subject of jeaiofusy* 

To return to the moment when Hamiltiades pre* 
vented the kindly intentions of the nurse, and 
snatched the locket from her hand, apparently 
with the view to replace it under the veil, which 
he gently raised with the fingers of his other hand ; 
while, with an irrepressible smile of exultation, be 
held up to the gaze of the friends, the relations, 
the domestics, the hired mourners, the little medal- 
lion of beaten gold, which he expected would 
betray the harsh features of his own strongly*- 
marked countenance. 

^ Guilty r^ said a voice among the visit<H?s* 

Hamiltiades turned to the direction wh^ice the 
words proceeded : he bit his lips, smiled, smijrked^ 
and bit his lips again ; till at length the Poiyphe> 
mian attributes fairly gained the day, and reveUfed 
in broad luxujdance of deh'ght. 
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' A minor ptket of the temple now stepped for- 
ward. He unfastened the chain from the neck of 
Alzaida, who was then borne from the room, and, in 
a tone that reduced the ^tnsean smile to the stupid 
gape of sudden wonder, he repeated the awful 
woids that had emanated from the golden statue :•— 

" When great Apollo's lyre shall fall from high, 
Then will the anger of the God be nigh." 

" Surdy, my brother,'' said Longanus, " thou 
dost not augur rightly from the prophecy ; it can 
have no connection with the locket ;'' and he took 
tt in his hand ; ^< the likeness is that of my own 
child* 

" Ye gracious immortals I'' he exclaimed, warm* 
ii^ with anxiety, as he gazed upon the miniature ; 
^^ preserve from evil the sole remaining comfcNrt of 
my 'declining years! Thou, Hamiltiades, thou 
seemest to know the locket ;"" and he held it towards 
him ; ^ the initials are in thy own peculiar charao- 
ter. Thy palace at Catana is not many miles 
separated from the residence of my daughter, <wi 
the opposite coast Art thou acquainted with her ? 
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The %ady Alzaid^ could hardly be«>, vilhout'my 
\mng Aware of it." 

Th^ interrogated now, {ac the first time» obr- 
9fXveA the chain, The blood finrsook his <:beek« ; 
^1^ eyeball^ beeame fixed and glassy ; and his 
mouthy retaining its former open position, only evi<- 
denced a change of sentiment by a spasmodic 
twinge of the orbicular muscles ; the whole indi- 
cating his excessive horror at having betrayed, not 
Alzaida^ but himself I 

He recognised the. miniature. Eyery line of it 
bad b^n traced by his own fingers. 

He thrust his hand beneath his v^t', but.no cor- 
responding chain was there. He must have, lost 
them both from his person ; and unhappily they 
})ad falleQ into the Lady Alzaida'^s possession ! His 
knees knocked^ tc^ther; he trembled yiolently-i, 
and he would have fallen, but for the adyentitious 
support of a muffled figure close behind him^ ' 

i^ Deny it/ whispered BiUinsneres,. 

|l4^mltia4e8> recovered instantaneously, and his. 
W^U gr^ ejnee flashed malice, hatred, and revenge 
op thpi^ w\^ loii^d witnessed b^s pomentary ^buin- 
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Ihions df conscience — ^the " still, small voice** mthiti 
•*-«ind in particular, he scowled on the younger 
priest, who calmly bidding him prepare for 'the 
appointed day-month, quietly withdrew, and was 
not again visiUe in Syracusse till the hour of trial. 

The agitation of th^ venerable Longanus had 
considerably increased during the short while that 
he waited for the answer of the iEtn^ean prince. 
The twa Counsellors, the secretary, Eurysthamane9, 
and the chief relatives of the family drew near, and 
again the high-priest extended the little plate of 
beaten gold towards the Giberanto, and looking 
alternately at the likeness, at the initials, and then 
at him, seemed to solicit the explanation he had 
not nerve to demand. 

" I know nothing about it," at length repli'' d 
Hamiltiades, with a cold indifference of manner 
that excited the murmurs of all present. 

^^ Bat thou knowest this chain,^ said a yoimg 
nobleman, nearly allied to the deceased lady of the 
mansion, to whom the Giberanto had a few weeks 
previously displayed the wrought links of curious 
woirkman^ip, boasting of the superior skill, and 



134 

exhibiting this very chain as a c^hoiee spedmeti 
of — Cyclopean art ! <^ Thou didst invite me to 
count the rings,*^ said he» <^ and when baffled in my 
first, my second, and my third attempt, thou didst 
laugh, and say another would yet be added,^ 

^' I remember it not,^ replied Hamiltiades ; ^^ but 
^f "" 

^ If P interrupted the young Syracusan, and he 
half drew the weapon that glittered upon his side. 

« Peace, my son,^ said the high-priest, quickly 
recovering himself, from the fear of bloodshed ; ^^ let ' 
not violence profane the chamber of the dead; 
have respect to the manes of our departed hostess.^ 
And motioning Hamiltiades to follow him, he led 
the way to a distance from the guests, and chance 
conducted him to the little saloon that terminated 
the length of Alzaida^'s apartments. 
^ The Giberanto looked round in anger. It wans 
here that he had first breathed the aecents of a 
passion too selfish to deserve the hallowed name of 
love-'-a pasMon narrow-minded, fierce, and destruo^ 
tive as a two-edged sword. It was here that he 
had sought to renew his duplicity. It wte here,- as 
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tbe. Mi^sswi4«s bad informed him, that the liady 
.Hippodiei^hud lallea the third victim to his mur- 
d^roa^ {Kdi<oy; and here also it was that he was 
iiow called upon to clear his fame, to substantiate 

w 

his innocence, cor to confess his guilt. 

The latter he bad too much villainy of disposi- 
tion even to think of; and the former he endea- 
voured to do by a succession of lies, which of 
themselves, would alone have secured his soul to 
the blackest depths of Tartarus, and sealed his 
everlasting perdition. 

The venerable parent, after dosing the door by 
wbidi they. had entered, addressed him witibt a 
solemn appeal to the righteousness of the Grods, 
and conjured him by every tie that he held dear 
upon earth, and by his hopes of future bliss in the 
* abodes of perpetual haj^ness, of everlasting ver* 
dfturej^ which the virtuous alone can enter,^ to confess 
by what means the chain of known Cycfepean 
wc»rkmansbip became attached to the likeness of his 
child* ^^ Was it a present from thee to the Lady 
Alzoida?^ said be. 

Haixdltiades replied by a simple negative. 
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V 

<* Confide in me,^ said the aged man, approach- 
ing nearer to him, and clasping his trembling hands 
together, <^ repose confidence in the integrity of my 
heart. I will pray to the Gods not only for strength 
to bear my own trials, but for an increase of mercy 
in myself, to enable me to forgive, and to save thee 
from thine.** 

Hamiltiades moved away from the earnest ex- 
pression of his countenance. 

** The mighty Phoebus will condescend (o grant 
the prayers of his faithful priest,^ continued Lod>- 
ganus ; ^^ and our gracious monarch will not.refu^e^ 
a pardon at the intercession of his aged servant 
On my knees, even on my bended knees, will I sue 
for thee < — oh iEtnsean chief, if thou wilt, only 
relieve my mind of the horrible presi^s which 
pierce me to the soul, and overwhelm me. with, 
despair. What knowest thou, Hamiltiades Giberanto 
—what knowest thou of my child ?" 

<' Hast thou a child, old man ?" demanded the 
Syracusan son of duplicity, knitting his brows, and 
looking fiercely at the venerable priest. 

" I had !'' returned Longanus, firmly. 
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** Then be assured,*" replied- the Cyclopean, 
^ that I know her not, — have never heard of her, 
and to my knowledge have never seen her !*** and 
turning scornfully on his heel, and looking over 
the balustrade, he received the commendatory smile 
and nod of his amiable coadjutor, there lurking 
beneath the shade. 

<* Cold-blooded villain !" retorted the high-priest. 
" Thou, in turn, wilt sue, and then shalt thou sup- 
plicate in vain for the mercy thou hast dared treat 
with so much contempt. The chain is thine. It 
is of the cunning workmanship of thine own pecu- 
liar race. The letters on the medallion have been 
traced by thine own hand, and the likeness is that 
of my child — ^perchance, my murdered child !" and 
retreating from the saloon, he rejoined the com- 
pany, followed by the Giberanto, who, expressing 
the highest indignation at insinuations so detri- 
mental to his honor as a man, haughtily declined 
further attendance on the ceremony; and ordering 
hid chariot, he quitted the villa. 

It was then proposed by the friends of the liady 
Alzaida, as the mere possession of the meiialfion 
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was not of sufficient weight in the scale of jus- 
tice to implicate h&t as a principal, or an acces* 
sory, in the unhappy cause, exciting the wrath of 
the offended powers of Heaven, that it should be 
left to the high-priest himself to seek an explana- 
tion regarding it — ^the chain and the initials — ^at a 
moment of less painful personal affliction than the 
present; and on her shortly afterwards becoming 
convalescent, the service for which the company 
had assembled, proceeded without further inter- 
ruption. 



CHAPTER VI. 

It vfta not many days after the funeral of the 
Lady Hippodicaea, that the unhappy parent heard 
the realization of his worst fears. 

His daughter — his only remaining child, from 
her earliest infancy, had heen brought up with her 
maternal relations, resident on the coast of Calabria. 
A mortality which had attended a large family, 
had induced the separation, in the frail hope of 
rearing one tender offspring, to whose pious care 
he might consign the task of soothing his decline 
of life, when age should no long^ permit his 
enfeebled hand to perform the ponGfical services of 
the temple. 

Information was at first brought, that she had 
suddenly disappeared, leaving no clue to ascertain 
by what means, or in what direction, she had 
flown. 
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Then arrived another dispatch, with the dis- 
treasing intelligence that her veil had been disco- 
vered in .a small ridge of brushwood, which 
overhung a steep part of the shore, coiled into a 
nest, of which a serpent, of the deadly venomous 
tribe, had taken possession ; and it was greatly 
fearied that, in flying from its attacks, the young 
lady might have been precipitated over the cliff, 
and her body carried out to sea, 

But the return of a cruiser from a short voyage , 
to one of the Mediterranean islands, gave, in s(«ne 
respects, a different aspect to the affair, 

Foyr men, carrjdng the body of a female, had 
been seen, during the twilight of the evening on 
which the daughter of the venerable priest had^ 
been missed from the society of her friends^ tracing 
the shore at the foot of the village where they" 
resided. 

They were particularly observed by the ca^^tafai 
?ind the ship^s ^rew to walk close to the Wat^^' 
edge, though tlie tide, for which they themsfelvtes ' 
we?e lifting, wite rising rapidly, aiid must hiei^ - 
wafdttfd ' icK^ttfiideraibly' beyond their feet. ' Thi^y bad 
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entered one of the vessels moored on the beach, 
and set sail about the same time with the cruiser^f 
Qut being lighter built, and steering directly 
before the wind, and in a different direction, the 
stranger's ship was out of sight in the morning. 

Now, indeed, was certi6ed the prophetic omen ! 
Now, indeed^ was . explained the << broken gall, 
the po heiEurt, the double liver, and the leprour 
taint,^ so indicative of evil t 

Murd^, without doubt, had been fully achieved, 
and the vengeance of Apollo for his injured priest 
was dreaded by the whole city* 

The news spread far and wide. Thousands 
flocked to the altar of the insulted God, and lambs, 
goats, and milk-white heifers, fell beneath the 
sacrificing knife; while the monarch himself^ in* 
solemn ceremony, offered an entire hecatomb to the^ 
manes of the murdered victim. 

But alas ! the baneful sirocco came ; and on the 
wings of the heated wind arrived a pestilence more 
than iisu3Uy destructive to the fated city ; and tlm 
people,'prepared for the reseQtmait of the X^ity^ 
iu whatever form it might visit timdi n^eoting 
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the general pTecautions, sunk beneath the burning 
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shafts of the mighty Phoebus. 

Fever raged — contagion spread— unnumbered 
carcases of men and beasts encumbered the streets, 
which appeared deserted of all, save the dying and 
the dead, while the polluted air insinuated its 
infection into the remotest comers of the stately 
dty, and mighty Syracusae trembled beneath the 
acoiurge of an offended God. 

Public offerings — solemn sacrifices, were again 
resorted to ; and on the third day, the baneful 
wind, like a furnace-blast, swept from over the 
desolated town; and a breeze, refreshing as the 
balmy breath of heaven, continuing to blow inland 
for the three following days, the people regained 
their strength, the city was cleansed ; and health 
and vigor were once more established. 

The investigation was then resumed; but no 
elucidation was obtained beyond that already 
before the public; and expectation again became 
raised towards the Cyclop, who had escaped from 
the temple of Apollo. 

But there was one individual who industriously 
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strode to exdte a yet fltrcmger feding of in* 
dignation,*— 

Whose sland'ring words proclaimed the bent 
Of the foul heart which gave thdm Tent ; 
Truth and justice aiming to prevent. 

And he tried, with all the intrigue of malice and 
invention, to turn the circumstance of the me* 
dallion to Alzaida^s ruin. High, low, rich, and 
poor, all came within the vortex of his specious 
smile, his dark insinuations, and his Uacker lies. 

" Aw'd by no shame, by no respect controU'd, 
In scandal busy, in reproaches bold ; 
With witty malice studious to defame ; 
Scorn all his joy, and laughter all his aim.'* 

Ever on the grin, the occupation seemed to him 
a pastime of delight ; and he went from house to 
house — ^from friend to friend — among the good, 
the bad, the wary, the jovial, and the reprobate, 
>inder the pretence of seeking the lost Syretis, or 
of gaining information respecting some suspected 
party; but, in real fact, to convey his foul insinuar 
tions touching the locket found on the person of 
the Lady Alzaida. 

" What of that?" said the worthy Esthenes 
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to whom, dfl will somedmeil occur to the mdcid^he 
chanced to address his discourse, eatpeetiflg.^ lilfie 
being to himself. " Why,** continued the hxmt 
citizen, ^* instead of sneaking about the ;oity:as a 
wolf after his prey, or a blood*hound on the scent, 
do yoii not go to the lady, and ask her> in^aa 
honorable manner, the whole truth of the mtitter ?^ 

'< Go to the lady!^ ejaculated Biliinsnereo to 
himlself, as he turned upon his heeiv ^' Ah ! ha jr 
ask her to put me on the fire for the ne&t calf th^^ 
is to be roasted. Go to the lady, in sooth. Ah! haT 

^ What, lady, ehV^ said Sinon, tapping him 
on the shoulder, " will you send me? I have 
studied woman physically and morally; uiider- 
stimd the temperament of the sex in all its 
variations; I can soothe the hypochondriac^ eoliyoi 
th6 idyspeptic, be she under the influence of piet 
or anxiety of any kind. My temper can acoopir 
nioddte itself to all. 

^*^r know the love-lorn damsel by her softened 
eye ; and can repeat odes and sonnets with sach an 
afrof genuine feeling, that the recreant lover starts 
in ideal phantasy to her mind ; istnd I, in praprid 
persona, receive the gratitude of pleased affection. 
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^ •^(il.^aai bcttd to tke haughty beauty, till slie is 
Mtffckeil of adulation ; then, changing to the more 
a^^'e lover, draw forth the half-willing smile froin 
het* proud lips.'^ 

<< Do you look at them ?^ said the Massonidas, 
laughing. 

** Do we not all look at what we admire?"^ lu;)* 
swered Sinon, laughing also, and blushing with 
the remembrance of a little singularity rather 
peculiar to him. ^^ But,"" said he, *< thou hast inter- 
rupted the enumeration of my qualifications, as 
fitting messenger to the choice gems of our sunny 
land."" 

<< I have heard sufficiently,^ replied BiUinsneres, 
^ to suit my purpose, and commission thee to go, 
a» of thine own accord, to inquire the health of the 
Lady Alzaida. Enter slightly upon the floating 
topics of the day, and ascertain what degree of 
information she has received concerning the reports 
in circulation. Be careful to set her mind at ea^, 
and assure her that the whole expectation. of the 
pnfaMc resta entirely on the man wbp ^sqapod i(rqm 
the temple of Apollo. Be amiable v^gfit^ iptq ,bfir 
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confidence; keep good friends with h^, mid thou 
mayst be useful ,to us.^ 

<< I am amiable,^ said Sinon, scarcely pleased 
with a command which he considered unnecessary, 
and 8o little flattering to his egotistical vanity. 

^* Then be unamiable,"^ rejoined the Massonidaa, 
^^ if that will please thee better; but be quick 
— speed thee to iBtalcsea. Yet stay,"^ he added, as 
the youth was joyfully departing ; ^^ take this, and 
meet me in the evaung, at the mansion of the 
Giberanto, in Syracuse C^ and he put into Smon^s 
hand a weighty purse, which made the very tears 
start to the eyes of the bankrupt disciple of Galen« 
It had been long— very long, since be bad been 
in possession of so large a sum as the flisse of the 
bag premised, at one time; and his heart leaped 
with joy in the anticipation of the delight he should 
feel in its expenditure. 

The generosity of the old woman, with whom he 
lodged, was confined to providing for his comforts, 
with now and then a small gratuity as remunera- 
tion, she would say by way of excuse for a kind- 
ness which waiTed with the natural parsimony of 
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her dkpositkm for liis medical axhice, preventing 
the robbers from ransacking her goodly stores when 
circumstances took her from home, and getting in 
her rents. 

It was said, r^nembrance of his late situation did 
Bot make him as considerate for the fbdings of 
othens as he ought to have been ; and that many, 
who, from various causes, had formerly ^rperienced 
the lenity of the old lady, now cursed the insolent 
austerity of her man of business. But, fickle as 
the wind, did the humor take him, and a pretty 
girl, or an interesting nmtron, sue to him to excuse 
her debt, the kindness of his heart would melt in 
momentary S3rmpathy, and the old woman lose her 
money under some extra-wrjought tale of distress, 
invented principally by his own ingenuity. 

At one time Sinon, at another Eoladus, he was 
called, and the wags used to say his mind re- 
semhled**- 

' The bags which burst from old Boreas' cave, 
And to the winds their free bias gave. 
Each rushing with such a furious blast, 
No mortal could tell which would be the last.' 



148 

but they defended him &om being a bad^lmiiietcry 
jocQsely observing, that ^< he was- no^ ehtt^eter 
atall^' - . 

. Be that as it might, he shrugged. his fiboulders, 
stroked his chin,' and hiring a horse, trotted* ahn^ 
l^e road to the villa iEtalcsea, in inmieas&com* 
pilacency with himself and all the world brides, 
de^mnining, in the fervor of his gratitude to 
BilUbsneres, to involve the Lady ALsaida iin as 
mueh perplexity as he could devisa 
, ^* I will be,'! said he, " the very Proteus of her 
destiny ; and when she thinks that she has gained 
me to her friendship, I will slip through her fingers, 
and off to the mansion of the Giberanto. 
, ^^ Ah ! worthy master of that most nobl^ house, 
the superfluity of thy countless wealth will sUde 
most graciously into my empty pockets.'' 
,. Thus delighting himself with the antlcipaldon of 
future happiness, he arrived at his destination, and 
in virtue of his profession was admitted. 

He found the Lady Alzaida depressed in bodily 
health) but resigned, and no appearance beyond 
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theeaux^re fsieoeas of her countenance, betrayed 
the deep, soffrow that wound round her heart, as 
the envenomed serpent entwines its destined prey. 

She reeeired him politely, if not kindly ; and he 
entered upon his mission with rather less determi<- 
nation to delude, than when he alighted at the villa. 
Finding himself also somewhat abashed by the 
dark eye which, though mellowed by grirf, shon^ 
bristly, and steadily as the noble calm within. 

The task, too, was rather more difficult than he 
had calculated upon, and the first half4iour was 
tiified away on the most idle tojuos, Alzaida 
jtaking but small share in the conversation. 

At length he referred to his own accident in the 
temple, by way of introducing the desired subject. 
^f I was sadly faurt,^ said he, ^^ in fact, almost as 
much injured as the unfortunate villain who fell 
beneath the avenging sword of that most noble 
.pcince, Hamiltiades Giberanto !^ 

Alzaida turned faint at the mention of a name so 
intimately connected with the murder of her bddved 
parent; hut immediately remembering that her 
feelings would be misinterpreted^ she exerted herself 
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to reply with a slight degree of aniniatioil, and 
doubted the proportion of injury received. 

. '* Alas !^ replied Sinon, holding down his head, 
and a£Pectedly laying his hand upon his heart, '* is 
he not even more happy, aye, and that to an infi- 
nite degree, than the wretch who lives to lament 
the loss of that repose which could alone make life 
desirable?" 

Alzaida could not forbear smiling. The expres- 
sion of Sinon^s countenance was truly comic, as he 
partially lo(dced up from tracing figures on the 
ground with his riding stick, to i see the efiect of 
his arranged speech : his eyes were dull and lan- 
guid, his head was inclined forward, and his face 
slanting towards Alzaida, bore an e^ftpression of 
acute attention, while his half-open lips seemed to 
struggle with a leer of doubtftil inquiiy as to its 
successful resnlt. 

He, however, appeared greatly chagrined at Uie 
instantaneous disappearance of the smile which had 
for a second hovered over her features, and the 
condderation that had been busy in his fickle mind 
during the previous half-hour, whether it would 



151 

not be more to hU permanent interest to serve her 
instead of the Massonidai, began rapidly to sink in 
his estimatian^ in proportion as his expectation of 
making an impression on her heart began to de* 
erea^ ; and he resolved to enter with double vigor 
into the Protean views of his worthy paymaster, 

** Bhe has lost her chance t^ said he to himself, 
*^ I could have served her !^ and, gratijSed with 
the important power he possessed, immediately to 
punish her coldness, he smiled himself into a for- 
getfulness of the afPront, and chatted away so gaily, 
with such a demonstration of actual good temper, 
and with so much smartness, on a variety of sub- 
jects the most likely to lure her ifrom her gvief, that 
Akmda was really pleased. 

AUs.i alas! Master Sinon was pleased also. 
And when the time approached, that he ought to 
take his departure, he found that not only the 
purport of his visit, but absolutely the Massonidas 
himself, the Brontean descendant, rewards, engage- 
ments, and aU advantages to boot, had been entirely 
obliterated from his memory. 
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• What was new to be ckme ? He eouid xuoftrelwm 
to Syt^cusee without knowing the extent of Alzadda^s 
information with respect to the loeket, and die 
BUpplositioiiB attached to herself. Y^ he had 
thready trespassed so long on the ui'blaiity of fais 
hostess, that he scarcdy knew how to achieve taoku 
ther quarter ot an hbur'^s intrusioti, without bdtray- 
ing thiect he had some particular contmunicatioii or 
inquiry to make, which would naturally put her oti 
het guard,-^-« circumstance by idl means to be 
a^ded) as destructive to the Tery sjurit of the 
^intri^ue 'which was to lull h^ suspicions to rest. 

Suddenly it occurred to him that the statues, of 
wbidi he had heard mention as being presented by 
the Giberanto, would furnish a subject introdue- 
tory to the miniature, and he requested permission 
to walk into the gardens to see them. 

« I understand they are beautiful,'' said he. 

Alssaida bent her head in tacit acknowle(%tno&t: 

Sinon walked to the door of the apartment, but 
he could not revive to go : he returned, hemmed, 
sat down, rose up, sat down again ; then with an 
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'antimedia&r of cardesaness, far from asaimttarting 
*«fllivMs manner, inquired if she bad heard the 
«Saar of the locket ? 

<^ What locket?^ demanded Alzaida; notima- 
giriing that the one she herself wore had becoioe 
the topio of genial .conversation, through the 
insidioua industry of the vile Billinsneees. 
V It had been insisted on by her friends that the 
medaUion should be returned, the nurse under- 
taking, to. replace it without ALsaida bdng awaiH3 
of its having been seen ; and the entire houaebdd 
having lived in complete seclusion since the day ai 

the fnneralv both£rom respect to the memory of the 

« 

deceased, and from dread of the plague raging in 
the city,. Ae had not heard any of the passing 
mmeors of the day; and so great had been the 
tenderness of the domestics toward their young 
mistress, that she was not acquainted with the'dis- 
tre^aof the venerable Longanus, they fearing that 
k might augment hers, by a connection of circum- 
stances; and she now repeated the question with 
genuine surprise, 
Sinon was puzzled. He could scarcely believe 

h5 
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it possible that she could be ignotttnt of la fkct 
notoriously in the mouth of every individual in 
Syracusse; and he found it difficult to give an 
answer without confessing that the locket was 
found upon harself. 

However he qualified it by saying, that the 
miniature of the daughter of the high^^est had 
been discovered, but by what means he could not 
himself ascertain. And, in accordance with the 
direction of the Massonidas, he added, that the 
Cylop, who had escaped from the temple of Apollo, 
was expected to come forward at the appointed 
time, and clear all doubts from the minds of the 
pablic. ' 

Alzaida was silent for a few minutes, dreading , 
to question too closely the information that was 
likely to be elucidated from the recreant bandit, 
though at the same time firmly persuaded that 
there was slight chance of his presenting himself, 
either to the renewed indignation of the monarchy 
or to the savageness of his master. But putting 
her hand to her neck, and finding the chaitf and 
locket still there, she considered there could be no 
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Aofig^ m uaquiring a little further into Sinonle 
half communieatioii, and she demanded if the 
daughter of the venerable Longanus was in Sy* 
zaausaa ? 

'^ She is dead ! She is murdered l"^ said Simm, 
quite thrown off his guard with astonishment. The 
next instant^ remembering the injunctions of Billins- 
oeres, he added^ " that at least he understood so ;"" 
and abruptly turning to another 'subject, be de- 
manded of his amiable hostess if she did not intend 
to change the scene for a while, f(»f the better 
recovery of her health ? 

Akaida replied in the negative. << My own 
villa,^ said she, is preferable in point of retirement 
to any more sequestered spot, as, surrounded by my 
omu comforts, I can shut myself out from the 
world when I pleaae, and a gayer situation woidd 
be by no means suitable to my present feelings ; 
bitt I should be obliged to thee, since I have been 
so great a recluse of late, to give me more partieu-^ 
larly the news of the city ?" 

Delighted at the opportunity of getting Iiimself 
out of the scrape of bavii^ been too explicit, where 
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he ought to have been cautious to sivcid evejk a 
hint, Sinon commenced such a strain of idle nan- 
sense, reporting the most absurd rumors, wbicb had 
rise only in his own fertile brain, ccxitradicting'one 
assertion through the chimera of aju opposite 
faction, stamping another as^ at best^ doubt- 
ful, and flatly condemning those nearest to the 
truth as decided lies, that Alzaida clearly saw 
his intention was to trifle, to perplex, and to 
delude her ; she therefore rose, and with digmty 
wished him a good day, thanking him (or his 
information. ^ 

" Surely she is not ofifended,*" said Sinon. 

" Not in the least," replied Alzaida, overhearii^ 
the remark, or rather the ejaculation, he muttered 
between his teeth. *[ Not in the least," she repeat^. 
'^ A strict adherence to truth may claim respect, 
but a deviation is beneath ofi*ence." 

Sinon was acutely stung by this answer, and be 
inwardly vowed never again to be drawn into so 
contemptible an office ; and he tried long and ass^ 
duously to persuade Alzaida that there really was 
as much confusion and contradiction in the public 
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reports as he had described ; and he offered to return 
on the morrow, with the clearest account he could 
gain from indefatigable inquiry. 

Unwilling to send her own domestics on the 
errand, she accepted his proposal, and Sinon, once 
more in the height of exultation, contemplated 
her tall el^ant figure with renewed interest and 
admiration. And now detesting the Massonidas 
for the d^rading task he had imposed upon him, 
when Alzaida extended her hand at parting, he 
leaned over it, and mentally swore to devote his 
utmost, exertions, even if life were needed, to her 
service; and, remounting his horse, cantered towards 
Syracuse. 

At the first gentle ascent, the hired steed, finding 
the reins loose upon his neck, slackened his pace to 
a mere walk, which, whether asleep or awake, he 
chose to continue, till they had nearly reached the 
city; whilst his rider, in deep abstraction, was 
again calculating the advantages to be derived from 
the Lady Alzaida, versus the Massonidas, alias the 
Giberanto. But, alas! the kindness of Sinon'^s 
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heart }iad been touched, and he could; not ag«dn^ fit 
least at that moment, resolve to desert her ; ^md he 
kept firm — yes, Sinon Eoladus kept firm to his 
laat determination ! 

The nag dozed, and Sinon pondered, revolving 
in his mind the happy time when the lovely 
mistress of the elegant villa, with its woods, its 
gardens, its crystal fountains, and the various 
ddUghts of an extensive patrimony, would melt 
into all-powerful love and gratitude, for the 
mighty and important services he expected he 
should be enabled to render her. ^^ Ah ! 
enviaUe Mimonades,"" he exclaimed ; ^' glorious 
anticipation !^ 

'* Hey-day t What is in the breeze now ?^ said 
Billinsneres, advancing from a cross-road, where he 
had been anxiously waiting his return. 

Sinon dropped the reins. The hackney stood 
still. 

^' €ret on, thou sluggard,^ exclaimed the moun- 
taiurman, givii^ the hapless animal a smart blow 
with his whip, that nearly sent him upon his nose ; 
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and CMRiiHng the Mimonades to slide over his neek^ 

placed him quietly on his feet. 

• Sinon was iingry — ^very angry. But the Mas* 

sonidas laughed — and laughed heartily. While 

the gentle steed walked to the bank, and began 

cropping the flowery herbage that enamelled its 

acclivity. 

^ Dost thou intend to stand there all day ?^ at 
length demanded Billinsneres. <^ I have already 
been waiting tiU I am tired ; and the Giberanto 
himself impatiently expects us. What success 
hast thou had in thy mission ?^ 

<< She knows nothing about it,"^ replied Sinon, 
catching the bridle of his beast ; and springing 
on his back, he forced him into a quick trot. 

" About what?'' inquired Billinsneres. 

^^ The rumors thou wast desirous that she should 
not know,'' said Sinon. 

" Didst thou leave her in ignorance ?" 

" Not exactly so. I could not do that, and 
probe her information at the same time. * But 
I left her enveloped in mists and fogs, enough to 
puzzle a semi-deity." 
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" Goodf" rejoined the master-plot; " and now 
let us hasten to the mansion of the Giberanto. 
But remember f ''^ and he looked sternly at Sinon — 
" remember, that the prince being in Syracusae is 
a secret.'' 



' . I 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Abeived at the mansion of the Giberanto, 
Sinon was preseMed to its noble master. 

During the latter ten minutes of his ride, he had 
been ruminating on the appearance of him to whom 
he was about to be introduced. " Surely,'' said he 
to himself, <^ he must be handsome ; the Massoni- 
das says the Lady Alzaida is in love with him ; that 
the high-priest''s daughter was in love with him 
also; and the two ladies being jealous of each other, 
the JStalcaean, without doubt, has destroyed her 
rival, and by that means came into the possession 
of the miniature, intended as a present for Hamil- 
tiades Giberanto, which the engraved letters fully 
certify. 

^* By thei Gods, he is a lucky dog! I wish 
some one was in love with me ! Yet, two at a 
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time; no, no, that is an unpropitious tminber) 
and it would be too much of a good thingrr-it 
would be more than even I could bqar."^ And 
Sinon stroked his chin, drew tighter the reins of 
his hackney, and, sitting firmer on his seat, seemed 
to bid defiance to the^dea. 

^^ That Hamiltiades,"^ he continued^ ^^ lattst be 
desperately, in want of notoriety. He must be 
mightily anxious for the ^lat ot a love* affair, to 
take such pains to spread it abroad^ as he and his 
minions do; and yet if he were handsome he 
would have known before this what such mattan 
were-^he would have taken them more as tfae 
common course of events.^ And again Siam 
stroked his chin, and smiled most graciously at the 
reflection of his own tolerable face and figtircj on 
the surface of a little streamlet by the road*side. 

They were ushered into a splendid aparttil^nt. 
Sinon opened his eyes to their fullest extent. 
^< My young friend, Mimonades,'^ said BilUnsn&lres; 
" our noble prince,'' he added, turning to the 
youth, who stared with open mouth, aft if it were 
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imiMMfttble to ciiedit hig vision. <^ Well !"" he at 
length muttered ; ^ my female friends at least 
have taste P 

The Giberanto was very condescending. He 
inlttiduGed- Sinon to three of the great ^tnsean 
family, <^ his principal fri^ids,^ he said; and 
inviting him to. a seat by himself, on a handsome 
coudi of crimson and gold, inquired the success Of 
his vifflt to ^talcssa. ^ 

Tbd question was put in the mildest voice it was 
fX)sMble ((X a prince to assume towards a now 
tremlding subject. And Sinon, pursuing the line 
of thoughts with wliich he had entered, mentally, 
imd alas! verbally, and loud enough for Billins- 
neres to hear, ejaculated — ^ It is very soft.^ 

^^ What is softP^ demanded the Massonidas. 

^* The couch," replied Sinon, in alarm. 

The descendant of the immortal Brontes smiled, 
And motioned the panting youth to another seat. 

He rose, and at a little distance, and facing this 
mighty man who looked from beneath his shaggy 
brows ; he felt less diffidence of his own powers, 
and considering the necessity of securing his inte- 
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rest, he laid comparisons aside, and gave a ludicrous 
account of the time he had spent with, the Ladj 
Alzaida; detailing the manoeuvres of his little 
underplot, which he did not scruple to betray in a 
truly Massonidean strain, and to which he gave 
fuU e£Pect, by imitating his own downcast look, 
and tracing figures on the floor. He omitted, 
however, the reproof he had received for want of 
integrity, but added greatly to the general jHctur^ 
by a tolerable modicum of the varnish of self-conceit. 

The Giberanto, BiUinsneres, and the three Cy- 
clops^ indulged themselves in roars of laughter. - 

They questioned, re-question^^ and ol^ged 
Sinon to repeat his well-told tale, which he did 
with the more glee, finding that the greater were 
his embellishments, the more credit he gained^ 

*^ Thou art a clever fellow,^ said Hamltiadea; 
^^ we 'must find thee some employment about pur 
person. What thinkest thou, BiUinsoeres^; shall 
it be private secretaryship ?** 

3inon's heart leaped within him. ^^ Ob l^^'Fg^ 
tuna, tj^ou kindly goddess,^ he thought,, and this 
4ini^ a;$.^e.^tf9:wBrd9 observed, h^ t9Pk c^^Q^to 
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think to }^m$elf . ** Oh ! thou beneficent deity ,^ — 
thou- plabest the very rudder of success m nifefe 
own hands, to guide me on the sea of prosperity. 
Faarewell, good old woman; thou who hast nourished 
me in my days of son'ow, farewell ; but I will not 
forget thee-HK) ;'* and he drew himself up. *^ No, 
no, I will mt forget thee. 1 will show such an 
example, that all who knew my former liberality, 
ehell recognise the bountiful Mimonades.*" 

But unfortunately Billinsneres differed froin his 
noble patron ; •< by and bye,**^ he argued ; "'the 
situation would be a good reward for services 
performed. But at present, if he were t6 be 
tnade useful, he must connive with them only in 
secret, a& it would be impossible for him to keep, 
openly, friends with them and the Lady Alzaida 
at the same time." 

It was therefore settled that" he should still 
eontinoe to live with the old woman as before, 
and be liberally supplied with money, to facilitate 
tiie plans he was required to enter into ; but first, 
Billitisiieres suggested, the better to ratify their 
imioii, ftat the Gibenmto, himsdf, the thtee 
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Cyclops, ami Mimonades, should celebrate the 
mysteries of Pluto. 

Sinon loudly opposed the latter part of the 
arrangement, that would bind him to the per- 
formance of whatever his interest at the moment 
might oblige him to undertake; and a feeling of 
scHTow for the injured, and appar^tly ill-fated 
orphan, induced him to resist longer than he had 
ever before been known to oppose the will of those 
better off in the world than himself. 

But at length, overborne by the remonstrances 
and lucrative insinuations of Hamiltiades, and the 
threiits of vengeance from Billinsneres, he gloomily 
followed the party to an interdicted house in the 
suburbs of the city, where infernal rites were 
celebrated to the hard-hearted and ixKxocable God, 
to whose honor no temples were raised, as to the 
rest of the superior deities. 

It was the usual resort of cabal and in^gue, 
wh^» as will ofttimes occur, the interest of the 
separate individuals of a faction, being at variance 
with respect to the* proporticm of adva»tage ex- 
pected to be derivi^ from the success of their plots, 
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requires some safeguard in the way of oaths and 
binding ceremonies, to supply the deficiency of 
bcnor and confidence. 

The exterior of the house displayed the extrane 
of {xyrerty ; broken ^lattices covered with the 
Arachnsean labors of apparently half a centivy, 
walls ova-grown with moss, and the neglected 
garden wild with the luxuriance of the deadly 
bemlodi and other naxious {dants, gave an air of 
desolation to the scene that spoke coldly to the 
heart of Sinon. 

The Cydops looked round, and exchanged 
glancea with each other, and Hamiltiades appeared 
wrapfied in a deep reverie, while Billinssneres com- 
municated with those within the house, through a 
small alidiiig panel in the door. 

After a short delay, they were admitted, and 
bolts, locks, and bars, closed heavily behind them. 

'' J0ve protect us,^ muttered Sinon, as the 
Masaonidas was bartering the priee of their initia- 
tion. ^ Why could we not have pledged our 
» 

engagement cm the altar of the high Olympic Grod, 
rather than come to this earthly hell, to invoke 
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his ifllenial brother P^^ And rouai^d ajbloirtiito 
9fke^ by the combined effects pf fe«r BlvA^ tfngp^ 
at being constrained to join the party^ he Itstened 
with delight to the altercation betweea BiUiq9(iece» 
and the wretched looking man who had.r^cdiv^ 
them, hoping that it might end in a denial; bat he 
was disappointed, and alas I he himself was ofaligsd 
in part to pay for it. 

^ t tell you,^ said the Massonidaa, pouring out 
the contents of a bag of money upon the .taUdr 
^^ there is exactly double the sum paid youi««my 
last visit«-<;ount it;^ and he began to portioii out 
the xnoney into small lots, while the oU maa- 
looked on with increased contempt, as eaich Utiles 
pik took its place beside the odier in suooession^ \ 

His elf-locks, long, black, and matted» Imf^: 
over a dark swarthy brow, and partially coyi^r^d a 
pair of large jet-black eyes, which iindiixnnedr'hy 
the age his other features proclaimed, seamed, on 
the contrary, to have increased their fir^i by an^ 
a«eumulation of every evil passtop, ^ that shotte 
btig^tly and fiercely through tliose windows of the. 
soul ! 
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He'laiighbd flcorafully, when BillinsBares. had 
edoij^ted the oomputation. ^^ Too small a quan- 
iS^^ he exclaimed, sweeping down with his hand 
di^ little golden hillocks, as Sinon called them^ 
obsierviiig at the same time to one af the Cyclops, 
that < he shoald have no objection to riding oycf a 
few dozen sudi every morning, to b^n the day 
with; 

^< It certainly would be more profitable than 
standing still to preach patience,^ replied the son 
(tf the mountain, with a smile. 

*• Aye, truly," rejoined the ex-physidan ; " but 
iR^ didl find even that useful, if those to pay, and 
those to be paid, do not quickly settle their affidrs*^ 

H^ seemed to be in the right, for the miseraUe 
wretch was still contending for more money, though 
solemnly assured by the Massonidas, that all he had 
wMh bim now lay upon the table. 

^ I sdl my r^mtation," exclaimed the black 
priest, grinding his teeth with rage. ** I peril my 
life against the laws of the kiiigdom-^againsl the 
expr^ ordinance of the monarch; iand for this 
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^n-r-this gain only « which thou dolest out so 
^paripgly. 

" What other reward have I ? What pleasure 
is it to me» the success or failure of your plots ? 
Do you overthrow the state— do you ravage a 
principality or a domain-^o you carry ofiP the one 
half oi a family, ruin the other, or destroy the 
whole, of what consequence is it to me P I live, I 
work, I. slave, but for my own wrongs; for — tor 
— ^my vengeance ! "^ and he ground his teeth again, 
and groaned in spirit. 

Siqon shudd^^ed, 

" Aye^ shudder, young man r he continued. " I 
was .once young and healthy as thou art; and xkh 
in' domains, rank, and title, a3 thou, Hamiltjades 
Giberanto, whom I know full well, notwithstanding 
thy large cloak wrapped round thy form and face, 
and, like thee, I soiled my hand with blood.^ 
' <( Wretch !^ exclaimed the descendant of Ccelus 
and, Terra, drawing his sword. 

^^Fut up thy weapon, prince,^ said the host, 
waving his hand contemptuously ; ^ thou cami^t 
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hither to invoke the powers of darkness^ and the 
powers of darkness protect their priest. Listen 
while I UH the tale, wherefore I need more money ;^ 
and once more he gnashed his teeth, and stamped 
upon the floor. 

After a short pause, he began. 

" In early lifej^'.said he, " I loved the fair 
Zadnda. We were of equal age, rank, and expec*' 
talions; but a deadly feud had long subsisted 
between our parents, and we met but in secret. 

We were both only children^ and our patnmo* 
nies lay side by side, extending far over hill and 
dale. The same river watered our flocks, our 
herds, our vineyards, and fertilized our plains. 
The same blue sky shone brightly over us ; but f<n% 

tune frowned, and left us to our fate. We ^ here 

he sat down, motioning the com()any to follow his 
example. " We,*" he continued, " dared to war 
with fate — ^we contended with the Gods, and — and 
the same night beheld all who had opposed our 
union, cold- beneath the blades of a marauding 
gang hired for the occasion. 

<^ At my solicitation Zacinda had gone to spend 9 
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few days.mth a friend, where she remaiiied until; 
witb due.refi^)ect to the memory of buf unfiMtunate' 
relatives, we were publicly married wkii the appro- 
bation of our prince. Years rolled on, and in a 
GiHitinued round of dissipation we contrived to 
stifle the upbraidings of remonse, which, however^ 
9t timei strove hard for the mastery ; but blessed, 
X may say^ blessed in each other^s love, we managed 
Xq live in comparative happiness^ and firmly ex^ 
pected that our secret would die with us. It had 
been entrusted only to the captain of the gang, 
wJbuHn I had rewarded with a kingly reoompenee^ 
qji bis.solenut promise to leave Italy, and never 
^ain return. But he htcke his engiagement^^^fae 
oune back to his old haunts*— was taken by a party 
of our aovereign'^s soldiers, and condemned to Beathv 
^ Brfore he drank the bitter draught that w«tf 
to close his mortal career, he sent for the principal 
persons round our neighbourhood, whom at dif- 
fei^nt timea he had injured; and my aon^^my 
ungrateful scm, with them. He then confessed the 
whole of his guilty deeds -^pointed out where 
a secret treasure would repay a part of their losses. 
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bjif^ diyjkiitm; and recseiving their forgiveness, 
CftHedfoc the fatal cup^-^rank its contents, eridf 
^3(;pir^ befone their sight 

*f They honored his remains with a decent 
fungal, whilst.!, unhappy I, who had received 
immediate, information of my danger, was flying 
from tibe hand of justice; excited— spurred on to 
vengeance, by the viper I had nourished iri my 
bosom^-^and indulged in the gratification of every 
wish of his hearts 

*« For two years I wandered on the surface of 
the earth, a blighted wretch — scarcely kho^ng- 
who, where, or what I was. I have but a faint re- 
membrance of driving and riding about night and 
day^ till the mamey I had with me was expended in 
paying • the thire or purchase of chariots and 
horses ; and the latter were almost invariably left 
deail upon the road. 

** Walking was then my only resource; but 
whether driving, or on horseback, or on foot, the 
weltevifig ghosts of my murdered parents fbllowed 
me^ with outstretched arms, as ready to sdze me 
for their velngeance. 
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^ As I travelled, so did they. If I sprung hastily 
to the ground, they did the same. — When I 
mounted, they mounted ; — when I stopped, they 
stopped ; beneath the leafy forest, or on the moun- 
tain's brow, together we lay down — together we 
slept — and at the same instant we started to cur 
feet, and commenced a new journey — a new day, 
to me, of agony and despair. 

" At length," continued the wretched man, ** a 
severe illness deprived me of remembrance ; and 
when I recovered, I found myself in the hut of 
a benevolent old shepherd, on one of the Apulian 
hills. He had discovered me, he said, early one 
morning, cold, and apparently lifeless, near his 
door. And so greatly had I been reduced, by 
famine and distress of , mind, that it was Aill three 
months before the assiduous care of the good old 
man brought me round sufficiently to enable 
me to assist him in his tranquil occupation. 

** The summer passed away, and towards the 
close of autumn, I proposed visiting the neigh* 
bourhood of my paternal home, to make some 
inquiries regarding the fate of my still bdoved wife. 
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^ The good keep^ of the flocks, to "whom I 
had copimui^cated my sorrows — ^my guilt---and, 
I may add, then my compunction, did not 
oppose voeJ* 

" Gro, my son," said he, ** seek out thy wife — 
gain an interview with the child, to whom thou 
hast been an. indulgent parent ; and perchance he 
will seek thy pardon from the mercy of thy 
prince* ^ . If not ; — if the immortals will thy punish- 
ment by the hardheartednesB of thine own offspring, 
rebel not at their decree,' but return to this cot, 
and propitiate the Grods, by a life of future inno- 
cence and peace." 

^' I, parted from the kind old shepherd, with 
tears of gratitude and affection, promising to obey 
hifi injunctions. But when I approached the lovely 
extent of ground I once had called my own ; — 
and wan-crippled---de)ected, and in rags— crept 
through the smiling village, where every jovial 
face and merry heart had been wont to call me 
Lord and Master ; — 

^^ When I learned, by indirect inquiry, that my 
beloved) my devoted, my beautiful Za^dnda, bad 
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bteen giyen up to the aacraged rdMwef^ 'faf our 
respective families, and being obliged to ' dank- sthe 
fatal , draughty bad died, protostii]^ my kwbcence 
to. the l^t, in hopes of obtaining for me a -pdrdun $ 
then, indeed, my spirit chang^d^ fead my soul 
burped within me. ' 

^^ My ungrateful son bad obtained/ firem his 
sovereign the grant of aU oiir posaessifnp; sixxi 
thj9 day on which I arrived at the TiUage, y^ns 
appai^ted for his wedding with the daughter <tf 
a neighboring nobleman. 

/^ My. kind friend, the shepherd, had bestow^ on 
me at p^ting his little store of mon^. It was 
very trifling, but sufficient to improve my appear- 
ance, purchase a cloak and a sword. 

^^.I saw the bride brought h<Mne, imd thought of 
my Zacinda* I watched till the lingerisog 'Sun< had 
dis^ppe^ed9 and when the many lights streamiDg 
through the latticed windows, and the sounds of 
music and of reveh*y assured me thai mirth and 
happix^^ess^ were at their height, I suddenly appeared 
in ^^ middle -of the large hall, and arrested ^ 
hand,,Qjf i^y $0% ifho^ with has guests, vras in the 
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iiiaiidnb^tht bride. r-^ 

. v.fSHr&new me in an instant. The vessel dropped 
fnoBii h(i3 bold, and the bright juice splash^ int6 
Ottrfates^ and deluged the floor beneath our fbet. 
My son was the first to recover the fedifigs with 
wiilck wa were both, for an instant, overpowered ; 
aEBd he pnraoanced my name. 

^ Tes^Tmo P he exclaimed aloud, and he 
ciriJedupon his friends to. seize me, — ^me, his Mndj 
his affectionate father! 

, " Wrcteh, ungrateful wretch," I retorted, and 
stabbing him, as I then thought, to the heart, T 
darted throng an open casement; and though 
fiercely pursued, yet advantaged by my intimate 
kdowkdge of die grounds, I eluded detection, 
and Immediately quitting Italy, have beeti esta- 
blKihed'in -this employment, in the suburbs of' this 
griiat dtyy'Bow for eighteen years. 

1^,: And'tbink you not that I have need of mdnc^l* 
Think you not when I have gained sufficient, 
amply suffident for my purpose, that I will' repay ' 

f 

vei^^fuKie ^ on the head c^ myuiigltttefiil' sanf' 

i5 
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Mdney will regain friends. Money WSl pwcSiMe 
reven . kings and princes !^ Here the old mttn 
jumped iip5 and clapped his hands; and, while 
speaking- through his clenched teeth, his large 
black eyea rolled fiercely in their expanded orbs. 
*^ Yes, yes," he exclaimed ; " money will purchase 
the downfall of him, who now riots in luxnry, 
whilst I grovd for the pay of thosey as wicked, 
if not more so, than myself. But his shall be the 
change, — his shall be the downfiill,-««aind on his 
happiness will I trample, as he hason mine.^ 

^^ But thou art getting old ;"" said Hamiltiades, 
ndt choosing to notice the comparison of wicked- 

ne8S« 

^< Then: the greater need of more money," re- 
plied the wretched man. 

Billinsneres looked at Sinon. He understood 
the appeal, but it was with greater^ reluctance, 
than ]ie would have severed limb after limb from 
the body of bis dearest friend, that he puUed forth 
the treasure, which had laid next his bosom since 
th^ morning. 

The unhappy parricide .counted the pieces, and 
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fiodingfthat he must now be sadiBfied^^-^that thete 
vas no chance of gaining more from them, or at 
all evenia at this visit, he unlocked an iron chest 
fastened to the wall, and in it securing hh iin- 
htdJolred gaiBf desired the party to follow him. ' 

With a smeU taper, he led the way through 
^T^g^ffS^o^^^Ti 'Knd intricate passages, wheret, without 
the guidance of the master of the labyiintfa, the 
due of an Ariadne would have been recpiisite to 
retrace their steps. 

Sinon, in no pleased humor at having been 
obUg^ to part with his goodly purse, and not at 
all liking this receding from the r^ione of • the 
upper earth, grasped his sword. Hamiltiades, and 
even the Cyckyps l6oked doubtfully. But BiUin- 
sneres followed undauntedly, on the heels of the 
host, seeming to 8cent and snuff with >delighi' the 
oft titnlden path. 

They continued to descend for some time^ and 
at length came to a heavy iron door, jfrom which, 
a steep flight of steps conducted them down into a 
la^ge chamber, in the very bowels of the earth. 
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ithence no sound coald issue, to inforttt t)fe w<)rld 
above of the infernd rites there celeiM^thig. 

The sides of the cave were lined -with bltiok 
marble, and running a considerable lengthy the 
end of which, narrowing and reoeiving no light 
from the upper part, had the efl^t of a long d»A 
avenue^ while the attendants of the priest flitting 
about completed the delusion of a Tartarian abode* 

The priest threw the taper, by which he had 
guided his guests, into a small iron tripod, in 
which burned a blue and flickering flame. It rose 
brightly for a few minutes, and dark shadows as y^ 
cloaked warriors became evident upon the polished 
surface of the walls. 

** We are betrayed," exclaimed Hamiltiades ; 
Sinon and the three Cyclops in a breath, drawing 
their swords at the same time. The warriors drew 
theirs also. But the flame, which only lasted 
whilst the dissolving wax added to its brigbt*- 
ness, soon sunk to its former Uttle bluish 
light. And the cloaked warriors, accordingly, 
disappeared. 



: The^beranto looked round: uid fiilliiiBnen^ 
folding his .arms, grinned contemptuously atdhe 
Bobte pdnoe, :and hia doughty associates. ; 

^} Ou^8e> thy grinning foUy,^ said Hamilld^dfiSj 
gfeaily.iiTitltted:> ^Hhou hast been hesre befive^ 
and might have ^ warned us.^ 
. *^ Nay^"** eaid the priest of Pluto, " we permit no 
rev^eaUng of our secrets. The mysteries f>{ this 
cave muat be mviolabie. Did I not tell thee, 
l^ighty descendant of Ccelus and Tarra, thou thaj: 
earnest hither to invoke the powers of diirkness;, 
that the powers of darkness themselves hover round 
and protect their priest P^ 

Hamiltiades scowled angrily at the Massonidas, 
whiUt, with the Cyclops, he sullenly sheath^ his 
8W<Mrd. . V :" 

But Siiion was by no means satisfied with tlft 
explanation, that such awful shades should hover 
round; aijd protect the fierce old parricide,< ccm^ 
sequently^ giving him the' privilege to- do as he 
pleased, which would not indeed be dii!icul^ in a 
place so remote from the living world; and hie 
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looked anxiouely towards the door; but the lock 
had been turned, and the massive key hung by 
the side of the officiating host, who had now begun 
a low muttering chaunt, or invocation to the ^odmy 
Difr— the grim and dismal Fluto. 

Sinon, at one instant, felt inclined to snatch the 
key fix)m the side of the black minister of hell, and 
trust to his alertness for his escape. The next 
moment, the hand of Billinsn^res on his shoulder 
reminded him of the adamant^supported gates^ 
whidi neither Gods ^or men can move; and he 
wistfully looked towards the dark avenue, but not 
for his life would he have fled thither. And 
shuddering, he once more turned his attention to 
the priest, with the sickening conviction that tb«are 
was no escape. . 

« A black bull and a black ram wisre brought 
forward. A previous hole in the ground was 
uncovered, and the victims sacrificed, so that their 
blood should run in a mingled stream, as it were^ 
into the very realms of the God* 
Had this ended the ceremony, no secrecy needed 



183 

to have been obeerved. But with the wicked^ to 
whom no oath is sacred^ darker deeds conform 
mca:e to the tenor of their minds. 

A bowl full of the mingled blood was caught 
by one of the attendants, while the unhallowed 
priest) with a small dbony trident, his hair standing 
on end, and his large black eyes rolling frightfully 
with the excitement, stirred up the horrid liquid 
to a froth. A decoction of bitt» herbs was then 
poured in. And whoso partook of this bowl, 
ctx)ssing hands over the sulphur flame, and in* 
haling the smoke of the burning entrails, yet palp- 
itating with scarcely extinguished life, entered 
into a compact, foul and ruthless, never to succor 
the distressed, nor to spare man, wife, child, widow, 
or orphan, who opposed or stood in the way of the 
plans they conjointly swore to prosecute. And to 
bum in like manner the heart and theT[iver,-*-and 
to drink the life-stream of any who should betray 
the agreement, or recoil from its performance. 

This ended, — ^guided as before, by the black 
priest, they retraced their steps from the gloomy 
cave of the Tartarian God, and bidding farewell 
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to the wretched old man, pursued in silence, 
** each on his own thoughts intent,^ the way to 
the mansion of the Giberanto, where a splendid 
banquet <*in gorgeous lustre spread,^ assisted to 
banish the remembrance of their darker deeds, 
while the juice of the innocent grape washed down 
the guilty draught. 

The party feasted till alate hour^ ftnd.the ribbaM 
jest and insulting toast spared neither ihet dead 
nor the living. 

Even Sinon forgot bis late vexation and dismay ; 
and in (he gay carousal pledged, if pos9ihl^ still 
more deeply, the perdition of his soul, and . the 
earthly destruction of the Lady Alzaida. ' j 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



TiCE tiine appelated for the recaptui^ of the 
escaped criminal from the Temple of Apollo had 
now nearly expired, and the trial approached, 
whidi^ it Waft^Xp^ted, would, by evidence, eluci- 
date the murderous circumstances, exciting th^ 
anger cf the God, and throw some light upon the 
apparently connected cause of the Lady Hippo- 
dicsea^s death. 

Opinions, and vague suspicions, which had lain 
dormant during the ravage of the baneful sirocco, 
and only afterwards been recalled by the stimu- 
lating industry of Billinsneres and his agents, 
were now renewed with increased vigor, as the 
day drew nigh, and again became the topic of 
general conversation. And the greater the igno- 
rance of the controversialities, the more decided 
were their arguments for and against the Giberanto, 
and his Cyclops; or the probability of the Lady 
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Alzaida being the murderess of the vfiiidmUe high- 
priesf s daughter, from the befc^e^msntiaiied im- 
putation of jealousy. And it was even stiil furtiber 
insinuated, by the worthless Massonidas, that she 
had put her own mother out of the way, as an 
inconvenient witness. 

So great an atrocity did not gain much oredit ; 
nevertheless, the minds of the public Wjea:^ pre- 
judiced, and Alzaida, who, after the visit of SinoHf 
and his not returning, according to Ms word, the 
following day, to remove the perjdexities tbat he 
had raised m her mind, had deemed it prudmt 
to throw open the doors of her mamacaiy and ire- 
ceive the intimate friends of the family» as during 
the life-time of the Lady Hippodicsea, now, hasteid 
of the kindness and attention she was wont {itr- 
sonally to experience, avoidance, galling muendos, 
ax^ scarcely covered insults, were the oHiseciiiences 
of this Massonidian system of depreciation. A 
sy&tem underhanded,— ruinous to its vietidDj de- 
steuctive to the vary principle of morality, exdking 
the evfl surmises of the vicious, and perverting 
the judgment c£ the good* 
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.Tired at ^ length with seeking explanation from 
the bold >hearde8s policy of the better daases (ap 
tnisDomeired &am their station), Alzaida applied tp 
ha: domestics, and from her affectionate Eurynome 
obtained the important information that the locket 
though subsequently returned, had been seen and 
recognised by the yenerable Longanus, as the 
likeness of his daughter, and that Hamiitiades 
had caught it from her hand, held it up, and ei^ 
posed it to the recognition of all. 

Deeply wounded at being thus obliged to bear 
the odium that ought to have attached itsdf only 
to the Giberanto, who had actually perpetrated 
the murder, and beneath whose eye every feature, 
' doubtlessly every line of the locket had risen into 
m, or been penciUed by his own hand; and 
^ho, now that he had fortuitously lost this coo- 
viom^ ^svideoce against himself, and that it had 
fallen on another, should, in his soul-absarbmg 
selfishness, refuse to remove the odium of public 
suspicion from an innocent individual, on whom 
his dastard soul seemed to glory in .stamping the 
villainy of his own behaviour. And shuddering 



witb dkgufit at the aaormity of fak d)i{fliblty, 
Abnida entered into deep oouxusel^ 'with ker^^' 
on th^ f«t)piiety of immediately deliveribg him tip 
to justice. ■ ' • 

Not a blemish could be found to taint >th^ in- 
teigrity of her word, which would stand' the 
severest test of inquiry. But then^ ala&f to^ 
that ilLfated benevolence-^that most tirtuous, 
though sometimes most abused of all human 
pa6sipns,*-4ieneyolence, that eyen would fain bavd 
shidded this murderer from the consequeneed of 
his gifilt. 

Acc^diogly, Alzaida visited the temple; but 
found that the mind of the father had 'ftillc^' 

* 

beneath the stroke of personal affliction, afid, the ' 
formerly active spirit of the high-priest seemed'' 
faint within him. His duties were perfoi*med W" 
the mere effect of habit, and his nearly bn^'en'^ 
.heart weoit neither with incense, prayef, ht>T*fi[Vd^' ' 
cation. And the wise counisellot* of the 'kihgj"*' 
the/mitigator of his austerity, the: promoter ■ of ' 
merq/ mA peaee^ had himself become rigid^ ausftere,' ' 
and doubtful. 



And' preincnidjr ii^stigated by BiUinsneres, #ho 
fal44^^ iibpfeasod the same caution on othetB^ ^: 
tl^atsjti! order to cdblige the Lady Alzaida to confeett 
her imputed guilt, it would be advisable to let het 
8e!9 thut she vras universally condemned; but, 
that €^ery body at the same time should plead 
utter ^noranoe of the reports in question ; thus 
actfuUy. designing to excite and perplex her mmd 
by appearances^ in order that all she might vouch, 
or endeavour to explain, should bear theo^dorin^ 
of iiy^^al ccmscience, and she be deprived of the 
fair means of defending herself. 

. Under this infamous tutoring, the high-^priei^t of 
ajxng\itj God) whose indignation had so lately 
burnt with vengeance over an oJFending city, and 
w^^. prejudiced against Alzaida, by this Maehiavel 
of intrigue, instead of seeking or receiving the 
e^p^>ati<Hi h^ had agreed to with her friends, 
co^d^endedy towards the close of a career of 
usefuloess and integrity, to stoop to mean dastardly 
duplicity— ^to pollute the hitherto purity of hiir 
coodufit by an unvarnished lie ! And to AJjsaida^ 
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pr^tory ronark that he had seen, thei lockety hie 
re(died almost in the word« of HamiltJides ito 
himsdfy ^^ I know it not, — ^to my knowledge, I 
have never seen it,** 

Surely, thought Alzaida, my faithful Eurynome 
cannot have been tampered with^-^cannot have 
been bribed to deceive her mistress. Yet, is it 
possible, for the righteous priest of the just Gods, 
—for the servant of religion, — openly, imblush^ 
ingly, to pervert the word of truth? Has he 
assumed the most rigid virtue, only to gain po- 
pularity, — ^the favor of the King, and personal 
advancement? Has success perverted his heart, 
•-'blinded him to the true dignity of his office? 

Finding that he still persisted in his denial, she 
took a cold and formal leave of the haughty ponlilff. 
And, even as one act of folly is more expressly 
foolish in a wise man than in any other, 3O9 in 
like ipanner, the unrighteous lie Jronx cf^^ bearii^ 
the character of integrity, entailed the ruin that 
might have .l?een averted. The benevolent fedii^ 
of Ahsiodit returned to the pure source whence 
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they sprung) but the opportunity was lo§t, by which 
an evil-minded man might have been turned from 

" The despair, 
Which sought base means for its redress;" 

and by which the most innocent might hkve been 
protected from further injury. 

About two hours before sun-set, the following 
evening, a party of the warriors of the mountain 
made a furious attack on the attendants of the 
Lady Alzaida, who was driving in the neighbour- 
hood of her villa, and putting them indiscriminately 
to the sword, they obliged her to alight from her 
own chariot, and enter a covered one that stood 
in waiting by the road side. 

She looked in vain for the leader of the gang, 
all seeming to have an equal degree of authority ; 
but when driving rapidly in a direction totally 
opposite from her home, and surrounded by her 
4erce looking guards, some in advance, and some 
following in the rear ; and when, knowing it to 
be useless to resist and futile to remonstrate, she 
had sunk back, with the passive expectation of 
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unavcndable evil, the men fiuddenly made a halt, 
and hailed their captain. 

Alzaida quickly drew aside the crimaon curtains, 
but as hastily closed them again, and shrunk 
back from the withering sight. A grin, a Sardonic 
grin, — a nod, had greeted h&t m<»nentary view, 
and sickened her to the heart. 

The. hoarse laugh of exultation followed ; and 
again, as on the night of her mother^s death, in- 
dignation filled her inmost soul, and almost burst 
her swelling heart. But soon cold, haughty con- 
tempt ensued) and she could with pleasure have 
spumed the villain from her presence; while he, 
unmindful of the apparent apathy of her demeanor 
and the scorn that played on her countenance, ever 
and anon, as the wind blew aside the light silk 
hangings, continued his smile^-«-his grin, — ^his nod, 
like the hired mountebank of a Thespian cart, 
rehearsing his part along the road-side, previously 
to the next day'^s performance in some paltry 
village. 

They travelled rapidly during the first half 
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of the night, and stopped to take refreshments at 
a small isolated hovel. A relay oi horses there 
awaited them; but, notwithstanding this great 
assistance, the latter part of the journey was per- 
formed with difficulty, and much interruption. 

Their sdected route lay through sequestered 
vales, and over unmade roads, whose tortuous ascent 
and descent denied the possibility of a precedent 
to so rough an undertaking. 

At one time, the men were obliged to alight, and 
remove immense blocks, or heaps of stones, that 
obstructed their path. At other times, to level 
mounds of calcareous matter; or to turn aside, 
in order, by a circuitous route, toavdd deep rents 
in the earth, betokening their approach towards 
the convulsive region of ^tna. 

The gentle Dian was again approximating the 
full beauty of her silver light, and shone brilliantly 
on the wearied travellers, assisting their labors, 
and preventing a greater delay that might other- 
wise have ensued; and about day-break the 
following morning, they entered the fortified walls 
of a splendid city, at the foot of the mighty 

K 
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mountain; and, ere the gay Phoebus, in his 
burnished chariot, had lashed his flying cours^^ 
over the distant horizon, Alzaida, with the ever- 
grinning demon by her ride, had alighted from the 
carriage, and was ascending a long range of marble 
steps, which encircled the whole visible basement 
of a spacious and magnificent building. 

Alzaida, rightly guessing that she had entered 
Catana, conjectured that this must be one of its 
splendid temples, though unable to resolve the 
apparent enigma, of a forced visit to a decided 
sanctuary from violence aud oppression ; but the 
massive portals swung on their hinges, and a 
momentary glance within dissolved the imaginary 
idea. 

She would have retreated, bjut impelled forward 
by the impatient gestures of Billinsneres, the huge 
doors closed behind her ; and as she advanced up 
the hall, soft music and dulcet voices welcomed 
her to the Giberanto palace. 

'^ Cease !^ said Alzaida, addressing the invisible 
musicians; and then turning to the domestics, 
who, habited in black, richly ornamented with 
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gold, and holding wands of ivory, eadi sunnounted 
by a golden helmet, cross spears, and barbed 
arrows, seemed to have waited her arrival, motion- 
less as the marble figures of elephants*, which 
baeked their double lines, <^ Bid the false welcome 
cease; I accept it not from the Brontean race/' 
And again advancing, with flashing eye and 
haughty step, she entered a splendid suite of 
tapestried apartments, apparently occupying one 
side of the edifice,— 

Where the varied tale by labor wrought 
By skilful hands, conveying thought ; 
Displayed the genius of the age, 
Correct as history's proud page. 

As far as the eye could reach, saloon opened 
into saloon, each division supported by sump- 
tuous pillars of various kinds ff marble. TJie 
dark porphyry was entwined by soft hangings of 
the purest white, while alabaster columns, chased 
and fluted, contrasted the richer damask. The 
curtains were suspended on golden rods, and could, 
at pleasure, be let down, to separate the apartments. 

* The Catanian emblem is an elephant. 
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In the immediate centre of the whol^ 3uite, 
dividing one half of the rooms from the .othe3C> 
rose a spacious dome, overlaid with ivory; an4 
from cohimns of the same, curiously fretted and 
ornamented, ascended twelve golden vines, that 
spread their broad serrated leaves, their spirally- 
twining tendrils over the circular roof, and from 
which hung sportively their glowing clusteri^. 

The walls were of silver, mother-o^-pearl, and 
tortoise-shell, inlaid with admirable skiU, !to repre- 
sent different portions of the great Cyclopfi^ 
history. The pavement was of chequered marble^ 
which continued through the a)tire range of the 
apartmesits; whilst couches, settees, pedestid^ 
vases, tripods,, and even staituesof solid gold and 
Corinthian brass*, completed the armngement, 
and displayed the immense wealth of the Oumer* 

There he stood,— in the coHre of elegance 
and refinement. But, alas !^ unconscious of the 
contrast. 



* A composition of mixed metals, in much estimation t^% 
Corinth, where it was manufactared ; — ^but corn and pot- ashes 
c<m«titute the pdncipal sources of CataHiiiB tn#c* 



^^Therfe he stood,— smiBtig, iklF ihrftiking^,— 
yet peering from beneath his rfiaggy brows, to 
i^tch the effect of his magnificence on Alzaick. 

'"^It* had its effect. She admired it:— *but— the 

Didst thou e'er behold the gentle glow-worm, 
' ' Shining amid the sombre darkness round ? 

Tb^ BUi^lj^y reader, thou 'st not yet to know, 
That day reveals a grub upon the ground. 

- '^The glorious sun, in the full majesty of his 
^k$idor, 'Btpeomed through the latticed casements 
ffiid'dDors which led into an open gallery, running 
fbtind' thtee sides of the spacious palace, lind com-* 
^ini^ng a delSghtful garden, whence balsamic 
st^'eets, rising with the morning dew, wafted a 
delidousfragra^ee, gratefully reviving to Alzaida^s 
exh^tiisited frame. 

' She walked to the end of the saloons without 
nbtidng the Ottmer ; who, iievertheless, appeared 
considerably more agitated than herself, and she 
then sat down. 

Slaves, even more gorgeously arrayed than those 
who- had greeted her first entrance^ brought 
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refreshments on embossed waiters^ with eups of 
crystal, '^ruby wreathed.'' And not choosing to 
appear dismayed by the unpleasantness of her 
situation, though scarcely feeling that she required 
food, yet she ate and drank, as if unheeding the secret 
impression, that she might not need another meal. 

Hamiltiades traced and retraced the spacious 
suite of apartments, revolving in his mind how 
first to address Alzaida, after this, his last outrage. 

He had expected she would have accosted him — 
would have reviled him — then, with the soft blan- 
dishment of his tongue, he could have soothed her, 
and sought her forgiveness of his' violence. But 
the cold contempt of her manner plainly told him, 
that ev^i for this he was despised. And judging 
from his own disposition, and considering, from all 
that he himself knew, that she must necessarily 
hate him ; yet, feeling at the same time that it was 
requisite to his interest to excite more kindly ideas, 
he wavered between the almost fallacious hope of 
gratifying his personal vanity, his ambition, and 
the ruthless compact, sanctioned by the unhallowed 
rites of the black priest and his foul associates. 
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She was now in his powa:; and by the aid of 
heaven or hell, he cared little which, he was re^ 
solved to . accomplish his purpose, either in the 
fulfilment of the contract which he had urged in 
the iEtalcsean ruins, or by a darker deed, which 
should for ever remove the possibility of his ini- 
quity being brought to light, and her innocence 
substantiated. 

He approached, and, as though dreading a re- 
fusal, entreated her to hear what he had to say. 

'' Speak,^ said Alzaida, ^^ and in what thou hast 
to communicate, be quick; it becomes not the 
daughter of a murdered parent, to hold converse 
with the murderer r 

Hamiltiades, th^is fortuitously thrown upon the 
defensive, felt greatly reassiu*ed, having it always 
in his power to deny whatever tended to his 
disadvantage, and he boldly offered to prove 
by witnesses, that, after quitting the ^talcaean 
gardens, he had. immediately departed for Catana; 
consequaitly, was at a considerable distance from 
the villa at the time the lethiferous potion must 
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have beeif administered, and therefore ought hot 
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even to be suspected. 

<< But thou hast a friend,^ said Alzaida* 

" Aye, many," he replied. 

^< And no doubt," she continued, ^^ all equally 
irorthy, with that grinning monster who conveyed 
me hither." 

<< Surely," said Hamiltiades, smiling, << the Lady 

Alzaida cannot have allowed herself to be annoyed 

by any thing so trifling as the grinning of my 

worthy fiiend, BiUinsneres Maasonidas. Redoes 

the same to every body ; it is a propensity. He 

goes by the name of the < eternal grinner^^the 

^ infernal grinner,^ if you please, and ^ the grinner 

everlasting,^ and a thousand names besides. And 

remembering how lately he had himself been 

betrayed into anger by this actual propensity of 

his friend, he felt a mischievous pleasure that 

Alzaida should have been so too. And he threw 

such a tone of piquant raillery into his manner 

and voice, being desirous also to excite a little 

mirth, that Alzaida sincerely regretted having 

given him the triumph, contemptible as it was; 
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and scorning the approach to familiarity, she rose 
haughtily from her seat, demanding at the same 
-time if any one had been left behind, to remove 
the bodies of her slaughtered domestics from the 
road-side ; or, if they had been left as food for the 
vulture and the crow. 

Hamiltiades shrunk from this question, but 
promised to make inquiries ;■ and stammering out 
regrets and excuses, endeavoured to set forth his 
great anxiety to be friends with her ; and fearing 
she would refuse to see him at her own mansion, 
upder the false — ^he assured her, he swore by all 
the Gods on the Olympian height — the utterly 
&lse supposition of his guilt, with regard to the 
death of the Lady Hq>podic8ea, he therefore had 
taken this course, in order to gain an interview 

Then pausing for awhile, and imagining from 
her silence that his eloquence had made its due 
impression, he burst into angry invectives against 
his servants and the Massonidas, who, he said, 
had gone beyond his orders, — indeed^ had di&> 
obeyed them entirely ; having received his strictest 

K 5 
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injunctions to conduct themselves towards her with 
perfect respect. 

" Perfect respect r ejaculated Alzaida. " Mon^ 
ster of duplicity, how dost thou dare insult me 
by such language? Was it perfect respect, to 
murder my parent, — my only natural protector, — 
my faithful domestics ?^ here she paused. Their 
fate had been recent, and it was difficult to pass it 
over without a tear. ^' And my no less faithful 
Molossian,^ she added, after a few minutes. ^' Dost 
thou call it perfect respect, to endeavour to destroy 
my good name with the public, by thy foul in- 
sinuations, and then, by this last outrage, to make 
it appear as if there was a connivance between us ? 

^' Us !^ she exclaimed, starting as if electrified 
by the word, while scorn lighted up every feature 
of her countenance. "UsT *a mixture without 
a union, — fire and snow, — oil and water, were 
better friends.^ But, Sir,'' she added, with bitter 
irony, " hast thou no other excuse for the destruc- 
tion of my family,— the already-tried ruin of 
myself — and "^ 

Hamiltiades interrupted her ; and again denying 
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all participation in the murder of the Lady 
Hippodicsea^ endeavoured to make her understand^ 
that it was the depth of his attachment 

" Granted !" replied Alzaida scornfully. " Its 
depth is allowed.** 

He blushed* 

^^ Circumstances,^^ continued Alzaida, '^ setting 
aside the anger of the Gods, have not so much 
brought thee into trouble, as thy own subsequent 
villainy ; and thou hast not had the soul to think, 
or believe others capable of more generosity than 
thyself-— thy narrow minded self 

" It is thy generosity, I would sue for," he 
replied. ^^ Exonerate iae from all knowledge of 
the locket, — or of the high*priest^s daughter, and 
thy liberty will inunediately follow.'^ 

" Upon the integrity of thy word r con- 
temptuously demanded Alzaida. 

He made no reply. 

'^ Answer me,^ she continued ; ^^ does it really 
enter into the conception of thy evil mind, to 
imagine that liberty, or even life, would be worth 
purchasing, at the expense of truth ? And for 



vfbfm? 'for on^ wboae unrighteouaoees ^ippvoA 
not even the holy saoetuary from profai^t^i 
A^d whose aoul-absorbing selfiahnesa, fixed on 
personal f^grandisement^ hesitated not to. saorifioe 
the innocent victim he had drawn within hi& 
toils ? 

^^ Love is pure and holy, from a rigbteons 
being ; but a man, by his subsequent. <x)iiduot^ 
must be judged, whether vice or virtue wev^'hisi 
actuating motives. 

*^ Thine, condemn thee, Hamiltiades ;'H^lhiiBe^ 
bespeak the wanton heart; — thine, are the over-. 
flowings of impetuous, reckless guilt, which neitfaeP' 
conscience restrains, nor misguided reason attempts^ 
to stop, to breathe, to pause in their own iniquiioiia 
career. 

^Vl would have assisted thee;— ^bui thy villainous 
arts shut the gate. of reprieve,, when. thy mean^ 
duplicity instigated a righteous, priest to lie. 

/< Who would have expected the venerable 
Longanus, — ^the virtuous Longanusy-^the Taimted^ 
solacer of the afflicted, — the supporter of the 
oppressed against the oppressor, — the soother of 
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i\y6f haughty temper of ouf AlbirttiJh,-"^who* Mx>yA& 
bffr^ eitpe6t0d Longanus iottef •. * / r 

** And ahall not these accumulated sdhs dra^ 
destruction upon thy head?^ she continued. ^Thou^ 
that murderest the widow, ruinest the orphan, 
and pervertest the righteous ; — shalt thou rec^ve 
the exoneration of the world, and glory in' thy 
guilt P Dost diou dare expect the benediction of 
the Oods P"^ 

" I care not,'' retorted Hamiltiades. <* I care 

neither- fw their blessings nor for their maledictions. 

If 
It i§ my complete exculpation before Hiero, king, 

---monarch of mighty Syracnsae, that I desire; 

and I will have it,'' he exclaimed, cinching his 

hmd, ^^ by the immortal pow^s of heaven or 

helL!" 

^ Only, probably, by the latter," replied Akaida, 

turrang awajr« And Hamiltiades, quitting the 

gilded saloon, hastened to join his worthy comrade, 

who was waiting the result of the conference in 

the retreat of the brazen closet. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

I - 

We left the brave Syretis, protected by his com- 
rades, from the attempt of Billinsneres to carry 
him away to Catana, to replace him within the 
power of his unworthy mastei". 
' ^^ The dungeons beneath the Giberanto palace 
are far removed from the light of the world,'^ 
observed the bandit, who, having been often 
employed to communicate between the sons of 
the mountain and the Massonidas, had become 
acquainted with these mysteries of the mansion. 

" Three hundred steps below the level of the 
building lead to vaults, where the domestics as- 
sure me, as many unfortunate individuals as there 
are rough blocks of unhewn stone to descend by, 
might be concealed^ even from those who should 
be ransacking the house, for their deliverance. 
Nor could a simultaneous shout be heard, owing 



207 

to the passage, at the foot of the stairs, being 
intersected, at every interval of a few yards^ by 
thick iron doors.'' 

" Within which, thou wouldst thyself have beeii 
secured, if thou^hadst returned with the Masso- 
nidas,'' said the groom of the stables, jumping 
from the high boundary of the crater, into the 
midst of them. 

He was known to many, from the kindness he 
had shown to those despatched on their various 
missions to the palace, and was received with a 
hearty welcome, 

" How camest thou hither, old fellow ?'^ said the 
gray-haired bandit, still sitting on the empty 
barrel, shaking him at the same time roughly by 
the hand. 

" On the back of one of my own nags,'' replied 
the groom. 

^^And didst thou meet the Massonidas ?" de- 
manded Syretis, and several of the gang at once. 

" Nay ! nay !" said be, laughing ; " I did not 
meet him— *I followed him;— but give me a cup 
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of irio^t wd I vUl tell thee, how I came to under- 

• -^ 

tak^ tbis'jouniey.'^ 

Half-a-dozen were, in an instant, presented to 
bis hand. A cask was rolled to where a collected 

■s 

bed of leaves offered an agreeable seat, and was 
quickly spread with various cold dainties, stc^len 
from the larders at the foot of the mountain, or, 
perchance, purchased in some of the neighbourinjg: 
villages. 

He took a large gilt bowl, foaming to the brim^ 
and pouring a libation to the Gods, invoked a 

V 

hearty curse upon the unfeeling brute, who^ ssl-w, 
dating his own enormous appetite from bis well- 
provided wallet, had taken the food from the 
mouth of his faithful ai^d fatigued companion. 

Then sitting down, and partaking of the refresh- 
ments placed before him, he gave an account of the 
arrival of Billinsneres the evening before, at the 
Giberanto palace ; of his entering the small private 
door leading to the gallery, communicating with 
the brazen closet — ^always of mischievous import ; 
of his departure before day-break, through the 



gate of the city, leading ioVraid^ Jfitnft, liii- 
pressing him (the domestic) witli the firm' pei*- 
sua^on, that his intention was, as circutnstanbes 
now proved, to get possession of the person of 
Sjrretis, and his own determination in consequence, 
* And finally he detailed, that, having mounted 
the fleetest of his master^s coursers, and followed 
the Massonidas at a distance, the neighing of his 
beast had well nigh discovered him. ^^It was 
then time,'* said he, "to part with my beautiful 
Jena, and leaving him the full length of a rope 
I had brought with me for the purpose, and a bag 
of oats, I crept cautiously in the direction whence 
the charger, of Billinsneres had responded to mine- 
The night was still dark, but soon the sound of 
crashing boughs guided me whither the grinning 

torment of our house was tearing them from the 

» 

trees, and heaping them before the opening rent 
of a large chesnut." 

- - - » 

He then described, considerably to the indigna- 
tion of his listeners, the manner in which he had 
found the poor animal fastened round the mouth ; 
and that having released him, he had once more 
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gained on the Masaonidas, by tracing his footsteps 
over the quantity of leaves which strewed the 
surface of the ground, then damp from the morn- 
ing dew ; and having waited under cover of the 
forest whilst he ascended the cone, he had overheard 
his injunctions to ^he two bandits who followed 
him, after his controversy with Syretis and his 
comrades. 

" We will be even with him,'" exclaimed the old 
picaroon, starting from his seat, and brandishing 
his enormous glaive, with a vigor not dissimilar 
to its own metal, tempered to endure, to strike, 
but not to bend. " We will be even with him ; — 
he has despised our judgment,— -he has sown 
division in our gang, — ^he has bribed two against 
one, — the number is unpropitious. We doom 
both him, and that, to the bandit^s hatred, and to 
the infernal Gods !^^ 

^^ To the bandif s hatred, and to the infernal 
Grods !^ shouted the gang. 

In the hasty movement of the resolute old man, 
the empty barrel was upset, and rolling slowly to 
the mouth of the crater, it fell over; and bounding 
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from ridge to ridge of the inner surface, it displaced 
loose fragments in its passage, till the hollow 
rumbling sound becoming fainter and fainter, it 
decreased to the mere dropping of a pebble, as 
it were, from a high cliff on a rugged sea-beach, 
and at length finally died away in the distance. 

^' There it goes — there it goes," shouted the 
doughty old Cyclop. " Stave after stave ; crash, 
crash; away it goes, hoops and all; hurrah ! for 
the empty old barrel ! hurrah !" 

Huge roars of laughter responded to the glee 
of the old man, who, turning to the groom, thanked 
him for bringing them the result of the visit of 
the Massonidas. ^^ And he shall follow his resem- 
blance,^ said he, ^^ if he attempt sinister play with 
the wild sons of the mountain, and share the fate 
of the empty barrel r 

" Hurrah! for the empty old barrel, hurrah!"' 
shouted the banditti. And each shaking hands with 
the brave Syretis, they swore to protect him to the 
last moment of their existence, and personally to 
escort him to the foot of the throne, at the ap< 
pointed time, if he still intended to offer his life 
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9^ ,4^ itpaoiifi^ foi3 did hat deBceQdaat of th&im^ 

<< I have promised, and will keep my^movdi^ 
he.T^lied* ■ 

• His noble iresolution was unanimously Itnd lotidty 
cheered by the Cycli^ps, who conferred amongit 
themselves, as to the best means of chiding the 
intrigues of Billinsneres ; deeming it not pvudeni^ 
nor indeed requisite, to break openly with- ^e 
confidential companion of their noble ohirf, "Who 
had sent Aem assorances of his public pioteeiion 
-*<-to be.tbeir champion I 

It was now autumn, and the vinti^ in many 
parts of Sici]y was £ar advanced ; in 'Shears '^ 
had justoonahided; and it was atJenglbtt^solvid 
to cross the mountain, to one of the viUages^ where 
the latter happened to be the ^case; add if they 
found it agreeable, on their amv«d^''to jtiin ^the 
festive ooene; or otherwise, as ndght'be decided*- - * 

The kind-hearted gpoom then. took fais^ lewve^ 
cautioning them not to make too aiire of gettfaoft 
elearpf aMassonidean plot» ' ^ 

. M: We will impose &irce to foi^ce, and cunnislg to 
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CMMoing)'*' replied the cdd baladitt ^Mtipr^^em 
plans are, only to avoid offendii^ ' tHe 'tfoU^ 
Gtbeamntor 

The domestic smiled ; and again shaking htfnd^ 
^pill)l Syretis, and bidding him neither rest nor 
sleep without a trusty guard by his side, he de-' 
si^yid^.the cone^ accompanied part of the way 
by (omf of the robbers; and remounting hi» 
bfiauttfuil Jetia, returned with all possible despatch 
to the Cutanian palace. 

Pi^pu^tions were then made for a tedious 
journey ; it being determined not to take their 
U9ual rotite^ dcdnig tiie mighty mountain through 
the dej^n.of it» maasy forests^ but to cross the 
mor^ cUstant regions of its northern extremity* 

Accordingly, about, noon, th^ set out; and 
puahiag dtiectiiy for the upper crater, slept that 
night, in doaks^ boots, and vests of sheep and 
goat $kui8» in a deep hole, dug purposely in the 
Hiow that eternally covers this fire^embowelled 
giant of thenuHintoii^* 

The mules were obliged to descend into another 
cavity, when bath pits were overlaid with large 
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branches of foliage, each man having carried one 
or two, according to their size, besides those borne 
by the animals; and these were additionally covered 
with the contents of the pirated bales, which proved 
to be fine woollen cloths, and various garments, 
intended for the Syracusan market. 

In these retreats, the mules were fed. And the 
banditti passing about the leathern flasks, replete 
with the luscious juice of the Sicilian grape, 
quaffed ^^ confusion to their enemies, and success 
to the harvest of the vine !** 

Syretis slept profoundly, for a few hours ; then 
waking with a sudden energy, bade his comrade 
rest ; and raising the covering from a comer of the 
subterranean tent, looked cautiously round. 

The moon was brilliant. The planets shone 
with clear resplendent light ; countless myriads of 
glittering stars adorned the splendid concave of 
heaven, and were reflected in sparkling lustre by 
the dazzling whiteness of the widely-extended 
sheet of snow; while a. black volume of smoke, 
as a mighty column, — as a deed of darkness, defy- 
ing and opposed to the mild beams of virtue and 
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integrity, rose majestically from the height of the 
mountain; and in broad relief, seemed to ddine 
the limits of the chaste Luna^s influence. 

Excited by the variety of his lately contending 
feelipgs, and the present necessity of avoiding the 
wiles of Billinsneres, he felt it impossible to remain 
within the cave, and carefully removing a portion 
of the branches, and fencing himself with a double 
cloak, he crept through the hole, and commenced 
a quick walk, backwards and forwards, over the 
crisp surface of the partiaUy hardened ground. 

He applied frequently to the invigorating con- 
tents of the leathern bottle by his side, and, towards 
morning, felt little inconvenienced from the change 
of atmosphere. 

A dark object, but indistinctly perceptible at 
first, had occupied his attention for a short spa<?e 
of time, during the continuance of the bright 
moon light. It had gradually approached from 
a remote distance, then suddenly retreating, dis- 
appeared from view. 

Syretis watched attentively, but as it did not 
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again present itself, he considered it unnecessary 
to summon his associates, till the rosy-fingered 
Aurora, banishing the starry conclai(;e, opened the 
gates of the East, and ushered in the golden 
luminary of day. 

The whole of Sicily lay as a map beneath; 
with her cities,' her towns, her villages, just emerg- 
ing into light, while the varied course of her mean- 
dering streams, resembling silver threads on a richly 
embroidered surface, were winding through her 
yet sombre vales. Calabria, as a dark sheet on the 
bosom of the water, coasted the Charybdian gulph, 
and the blue waves of the Mediterranean girded 
the island in all the majesty of oceanic beauty. 

The banditti were quickly on the alert. The 
bales repacked, and bandaged on the backs of the 
mules ; the boughs properly disposed of, and pro- 
visions distributed, they recommenced their journey 
over the summit of the mountain. 

As they advanced through this bleak and dreary 
region, a mingled fall of sleet and snow assailed 
them, and blowing sharply in their faces, it 



r^qjL^^ all the vigor of hardihood andj^anly^d^ter- 
ij^ni^1(ioQ to urge forward their distressed ammals, ^ 
apd Iq persevere on their route. 

Biere and there immense plains of ashes relieved, 
by their sable contrast, the painfulness arising 
frqm the continued glare of the snow-clad desert. 
And. after a second night, spent as the former, 
to^^ards the evening of the third day, they once 
m^ore hailed the verdant belt of the regio sylvosa. 

Delighted again to shelter themselves beneath 
its leafy foliage, they kindled a large fire, on a 
spot'Ot ground well surrounded by a dense mass 
of wood, to protect them from the weather; and 
after having spent the greater part of the night in 
conviviality, they stretched themselves round it, 
and slept in fearless security till broad daylight. 

Even Syretis appeared to have forgotten his late 
care and watchfulness, and starting from a sound 
sleep, clapped his hands, reused his companions, 
turned ,the mules at large, poured out the contents 
of the provision-bags, and bidding some of the 
younger of the party despatch their meal, proposed 
that they should afterwards be sent through the 
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forest to some of the frontier villages, to obtain 
a fresh supply for the empty wallets^ and to gain 
information of the passing amusements. 

*' Thou art inclined to enjoy the last span of 
thy existence," observed the old bandit, who took 
upon himself the lead, when occasion required the 
exertion of the gang, and to whom Syretis now 
addressed himself. 

" Pleasure is not always imaccompanied by 
pain,"^ he replied with a sigh; ^^ and there is one 
in these parts» whom I would fain meet in mirth 
and gaiety, ere I take my final leave for Syra- 
cusae."^ 

^' What, to trace tha merry dance, and laughing, 
bid farewell?'" 

^^ Aye, and to make thee, my good old captain, 
my executor, in the event of my death, which 
appears indeed almost a certainty, considering the 
slight chance there is of the Giberanto exerting 
himself, to save a living witness from that de> 
struction, which will be his own personal, security. 
But as I have said before, I have promised, and 
will perform ; and I desire, that half my share of 
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our late profits be bestowed on the little golden^ 
haired Sypsilla.^ 

" Grolden-haired ! Golden-haired!'' interrupted 
the old picaroon, ^ how comes that about, in a 
clime where most of our beauties ai^e raven-locked?'' 

" She is from a distant nation," replied Syretis, 
<' and lives with her father, Baccharus, the old 
vintager at the little village, iHleona." 

Several of the gang now drew nigh, and others 
soon following, they formed a ring round Syretis, 
jocularly demanding the recital of his * love- 
story.'" 

" We must have it," said one. 

^' It is indispensable," cried another. 

^^ No story---no division," said a third. 

*' We claim a dead comrade's booty, when there 
is neither wife nor. child to leave it tb," exclaimed a 
fourth. 

<< I cannot understand it," growled amiddle^iged, 
fierce-looking savage, who, having lost one ej^e, and 
received a deep gash across the forehead, the cica- 
trice of which drawing the skin tightly fnom over 
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his^ remaining optic, had left the ball greatly 
exposed, and preventing the lid from ever effec- 
tually closing, had gained him, with his associates^ 
the facetious appellation of the ^^ watch-dog.^ 

^^ I cannot understand how it is^"^ said he, 
in a voice rough as the animal whose name he 
bore, and throwing himself upon the ground, he 
rested his shaggy head upon his hand, supported 
by his elbow, " that you, Syretis, who have been 
upon the maraude these six years only, should have 
gained the good-will of these villagers, who have 
fl^, to my certain knowledge, the last twenty-five, 
summer, winter, spring, or autumn, if any other of 
our gang have approached them."" 

There were some who winked at the old fellow^s 
" snarl," as they called it, though they joined with 
Im declaration, that they ^^ could not understand it, 
either ?'^ 

*^ It is easily explained," replied Syretis, sitting 
on a large arm of a tree, which had been tore off 
for the over-night^s fuel; while his companions, 
sharing the remainder of the supper, some reclining, 
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others upright, or standing with foot advanced and 
folded arms, listened attentively ; expecting a long 
tale to beguile them of a leisure hour. 

Meantime, three young bandits were despatched, 
to gaiil the desired information and provisions, 
with the promise to meet them at noon, on the 
opposite side of the forest toward iEleona; the 
whole gang being desirous to gratify their comrade, 
during the short term he was likely to be with 
them. 

These affairs arranged, Syretis narrated, though 
in considerably less time than was hoped for, the 
rise and progress of his acquaintance with the fair 
Sypsilla. 

** You must all remember,** he began, " during 
the dight irruption, which happened in the begin- 
ning of last winter, the attack we made upon 
iEleona, under pretence of assisting the people to 
convey their goods to a place of safety, but, in 
fact, to ease their storehouses of a portion of their 
summer and autumnal gleanings. 

^^ Our captain undertook to load the mules with 
wheat, while another party drove away the flocks ; 



mod my ^ipdiitmeiity with balf-a-dozen more, was 
to disburthen the wine-houses of old Baccharus 
of a few of their earthen jars, and goatskin bags of 
the rosy liquor, for which he is so celebrated. 

^' The old man, with his servants, made a stout 
resistance, suapectiog our design. The glowing 
ashes fell in fiery showers, and for awhile it was 
doubtful if eiliier party would be profited by 
success ; at length, we were obUged to throw off 
all disguise, we were victorious, and you know 
. with what glee you have often since declared, that 
the old iEleonean^s vintage was the best in Sicily."^ 

^< Whilst you were courting the daughter?^ said 
one. 

^^ And driaking more of that same choice vin- 
tage,^ cried another. 

^* Come, come, young sly-spiurk !^ exclaimed the 
elder picaroon, while the one^yed Cyclop growled 
in spite ; " let us hear how you got into one scrape, 
when you escaped from the other.^ 

The bandits laughed—- some shouted— ^nd others 
changed their position, to listen with increased 
attention. 
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** It was all nearly about the same time,^ replied 
Syretis, laughing heartily at the allusion; ^' we 
were decamping with the booty, to place it in our 
strong-hold, on the otiier side of the mountain, 
when it was discovered, that we were minus one of 
our number. I immediately volunteered to return, 
and search for him, but met him just entering the 
forest, dragging along an unveiled female with one 
hand, while he held the other over her mouth, to 
prevent her shrieking. On seeing me, she struggled 
to remove his hand, and entreated my protection with 
so much eloquence, that I could not refrain from 
taking pity on her youth and beauty. 

" Euryraachus, he who has now sold himself to 
the Massonidas, was enraged, and would listen to 
no terms of ransom which the poor girl offered, to 
the whole extent of her father's possessions. We 
fought, his right arm was severely wounded ; and 
thus disabled, he was obliged to relinquish the fair 
Sypsilla, whom I conducted in triumph to her 
distracted parent, the aged Baccharus. 

^ The old man has been very kind to me since, 
and at the close of this vintage, I was to have been 
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married to his daughter — but that,^ he oontiDued, 
with a sighy ^^ must not be thought of now* If 
the fates ordain that I should fall for the honor of 
our noble race^ let half of my profits be given to 
the fair queen of my heart, and the other half, 
my comrades, distribute among yourselves^ and 
welcome.^ 

They shook him heartily by the hand, prominng 
to obey his injunctions. 

^ And now let us depart, my gallant lads,^ said 
the captain, starting up; ^^ if that dog, Eury- 
machus, is already so much incensed against our 
brave brother picaroon, no wonder his ears were so 
accessible to bribery. But we will be even with 
the Massonidas yet. Come, my boys, it is time for 
us to be on the march.^ 

Arrangements were quickly made, and, about 
noon, the banditti arrived at the appointed place, 
where their younger comrades waited for them, 
with a well-selected store of poultry, lambs, kids, 
bread, fruit, and some more of the <^ soul-cheering^ 
iEleonean beverage ; with the information that the 
vintage was over, and that all the villagers were 
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assembling in the meadaws of old BaccharuB, his 
^daughter having been chosen Que^n, to celebrate 
the rural festival. 

^^ And now that we are here,^ demanded the old 
Cyclop ; <^ how are we to disguise oiurselves suffi- 
ciently to join these merry vintagers ? They will 
certainly not admit us as we are ; we shall have 
fightingy instead of dancing.^ 

'^ I will answer for the good-will of the iGleo- 
neans,^ replied Syretis, " if I go and prepare the 
way* But you must, one and all, first swear by 
the mighty Brontes, our immortal forefather, that 
no ti'eachery shall be used towards those who accept 
my word, as a guarantee for your good faith.^ 

^* He shall not be contradicted. He has but a 
short time to live, and he shall enjoy it in peace T" 
exclaimed the banditti in a breath. 

The old captain seized one of the sheep, called 
upon the renowned son of Coelus and Terra, to 
witness their oath of amity with the village friends 
of their comrade— the brave Syreti&— sacrificed the 
animal, and threw it upon the fire, which had been 
just kindled to prepare their meal. It was allowed 

l5 
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to bum whole, and, when consumed, the embers 
were extinguished by deep libations from the rose- 
crowned goblets of each hardy Cyclop, 

Thus, as fully satisfied of the faith of his com- 
rades, as if they had joined in the infernal rites of 
the black priest, to the honor of the gloomy Dis — 
a system of initiation, not unknown to the gene- 
rality of the gang, Syretis snatched a hasty 
repast, improved his dress, advising them to follow 
his example, and descended to the village. 



CHAPTER X. 

Syretis had selected from the captured trunks 
and bales an elegantly embroidered cap of crimson 
cloth, in the shape of a helmet, as regarded the form 
of the crown, being composed of two pieces fitting 
closely to the head, with a twisted cord of gold 
running up the back ; it crossed over the front, 
round the edge of the cap, and, with double knots 
and tassels, hung over the right shoulder. 

His vest was of the same bright color, boasting 
equal labor, ^ from skilful hands f and fitted tightly 
to his sinewy frame, from the collar to the waist. 

His legs were cased in the dark purpled skin of 
the mountain-goat ; while gold and scarlet thongs 
sandalled his half naked feet. 

An embroidered scarf supported an ivory-hilted 
dagger, his only weapon, having agreed with his 
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comrades to leave their tremendous falchions in the 
care of those who should remain behind) to look 
after the mules and baggage. 

He was known to most of the villagers, who, in 
gay groups assembled, had already commenced the 
evening sports ; and was welcomed with the cordia- 
lity of remembered gratitude, for his services to the 
old vintager^s daughter, now Queen of the festive 
scene. 

And expecting that he was shortly to marry the 
fair Sypsilla, they judged, from his appearance, that 
he had come to celebrate his wedding: and the 
men, leaving their games, flocked around him with 
merry congratulations and hearty glee ; while the 
laughing and blushing maiden hid herself 'midst a 
crowd of her young companions. 

** I come not to wed now,*** replied Syretis; 
'^ though I wish to spend a few hours in happiness 
and gaiety with you aU, before setting out on a 
long journey, that I am, in some measure, com- 
pelled to undertake.^ 

This news, though it rather checked, did not 
efPectually damp the mirth of the gay iEleonians ; 
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and they bade him be careful how he made aooth^ 
descent in a shower of ashes, as he would not find 
a fair Sjrpsilla every where. 

She herself had heard the communication, and 
immediately came forward, to inquire whither he 
was bound ? " Is it to my dear country — to the 
mountains of my beloved Helvetia ?" she demanded. 

" Nay,'' he replied, " my journey is to a much 
more distant land. One far removed from all that I 
hold dear , — or cherished by those I love.'' And, 
drawing her arm within his, he pressed it to his 
heart, with an emotion, thrilling to the fair crea- 
ture, there enshrined, — ^its deity ! 

They walked apart from the rest- 

^^ And must you go ?" said Sypsilla, in the low 
tone of timid bashfulness, mingled with a degree of 
sorrow, that his visit was not to the land of her 

birth. 

Though early withdrawn from the stupendous 
beauty of Alpine scenery, remembrance still wan- 
dered with afi*ection over her youthful days. And 
perchance Syretis, notwithstanding his claim to her 
gratitude, derived not a small portion of heartfelt 
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interest with the young Helvetian, from his hardy 
mountain-life: the sturdy robber vanishing from 
view, beneath the brighter blaze of intrepidity and 
gallantry. 

She was exceedingly fair, — and her tenderly ex- 
pressive eyes, which were wont to laugh, in happy 
welcome, to the wild son of the forest ; — now that 
he was dad in gay attire, far outshining the rustic 
villagers, and even her own sky-blue dress, em- 
broidered round with clustering grapes — ^her yel- 
low boddice, silver-laced ; and, in conformity with 
the custom of the country, a flowing veil ; — it was 
fastened through a knot of hair, on the top of her 
head, and fell down over her shoulders, partially 
shading the light golden tresses which endeavored 
to escape from beneath its folds. 

Now, that his dark brow, uncovered, displayed a 
noble forehead, that seemed to belie his birth,-7-the 
race from which he sprung. 

Now, that the aspect of the man was changed from 
the gloomy savage bandit to the humanized, though 
still swarthy, and somewhat fierce-looking rustic. 

Now, that his voice and manner, unforbidding, 
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even to the most timid village maiden, sought her 
glMice, to mingle his regret with hers , — ^were pen- 
sively fixed upon tlje ground; while the falling 
lids scarcely concealed the tremulous tears, which 
seemed to presage an unknown evil, far beyond the 
mere journey, the words of Syretis implied. 

They circled the rural mead, where the rustic 
games, again absorbing the attention of the merry 
vintagers, left them unobserved, and unobserving 
spectators. 

They trod the flower-spangled turf, which ex- 
haled its fragrant vapor, and diffused its sweetness 
along their path. But each, on " painful thought 
intent," pursued their walk in silence. 

At length the old man approached. 

" My children," said he, " whence this sombre 
mood, when all around are gay and happy ? Why 
cloud with sadness a departure, which, if it please 
the Gods, may terminate with advantage to both, 
and increased happiness from your re-union ?" 

" And death and destruction !" vociferated a 
dreadful voice, from a small copse, skirting the 
meadow ; and in an instant, about fifteen of the 
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-most savage of the sons of the mountain, with 
Eurymachus at their head, burst over the enclosur^^ 
and surrounded the old vintager, his daught^, and 
their brother bandit, who, placing the screaming 
Sypsilla into the arms of her father, and snatching 
from his breast a small ivory whistle, blew a shnU 
note indicating treachery and alarm. 

** Curse upon my forgetfulness,'' he exclaimed^ 
drawing his dagger, and stabbing the first who 
came near him, to the heart. 

" Oh ! for the trusty guard ! which my faithful 
Catanian friend warned me not to rest without, by 
day or night ; but take this, — and that,^ he con-^ 
tinned, plunging his short blade to the hilt, into the 
heart of one, and slashing across the wind-pipe of 
another. 

The bandits well knew the prowess of the man, 
and had often admired his bravery, when directed 
towards others; but the fierceness of his vengeance 
now, and with so small a weapon, appalled their 
own hearts, and they recoiled upon each other. 

^' Cowards !^ exclaimed Eurymachus, alone un- 
daunted : ^^ surround them again ; cut down the 
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old vintager;- — secure his daughter; — and five 
golden purses for the head of Syretis, the traitor to 
our noble Prince; or ten, if taken alive.'' 

A horrid yell responded from the villains, and 
they started forward, but were intercepted by 
about twenty of the young villagers, who, after the 
first panic was over, which had dispersed them as 
chaff before the wind, returned to the scene of ac- 
tion, with whatever weapons, in their hurry, they 
could lay their hands upon. 

Some brandished a rusty falchion, or a knotted 
mace ; others were armed only with the 

Feather'd arrow, never meant to kill ; 
But merely prove their sportive skill. 

While by far the greater number flourished va- 
rious implements of husbandry ; but they were all 
available, and wielded by athletic and determined 
hands: the scythe, the sickle, the pruning hook, 
the light-winged barb, the knotted club, and the 
long-useless blade, for awhile prevented the fero- 
cious gang from completing their mission ; and the 
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viDtagero finally succeeded in canying off the aged 
Baccharus, and the fainting form of the fair Queen 
of rural gaiety ; now, alas I turned to bloodshed 
and dkmay. 

Two of the banditti had fallen beneath the blows 
of the iEleoneans ; oth^s appeared to be wounded ; 
and four lay stretched upon the ground, dying or 
dead, from the furious energy of Syretis. 

A fifth would have sunk a victim to the unerring 
strokes of his ivory-hilted dagger, which missed its 
aim when within an inch of the breast of the savage, ' 
who, stunned by a blow from Syretis' left hand, had 
been forced upon his knee. 

But Eurymachus, maddened to see a portion of 
his prey carried off before his eyes, and enraged 
at the continued resistance of one picaroon, with 
only a handful of simple villagers to assist him, re- 
solved to close the strife in person; and he threw 
himself upon the brave bandit, ere the dagger's 
point had reached the kneeling Cyclop ; and with 
so great a force, that both rolled on the ground. 

The iEleoneans, seeing their champion fallen, and 
the whole gang springing on him with tiger-force, 
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took to their heels, and again fled to the protection 
of the village. 

Syretis was quickly secured, and dragged a short 
distance from the disastrous scene, whither the 
horses of the robbers awaited them : those which 
had belonged to the unhappy wretches, to whom 
their services were now needless, were led ; whilst 
the prisoner was mounted b^ind Eurymachus, who, 
himself treacherous and doubtful, dared not trust 
his captive to another^s keeping. 

They galloped for several hours, without an in- 
stant'^s pause, skirting the forest, that, by keeping 
in the open ground, they might facilitate their des- 
patch. 

At length, towards midnight, they entered 
the shelter of the wood, and, dismounting, each 
bandit produced his wallet and his goat^skin 
.fiask. ' 

Syretis, still with his hands bound before him, 
was dbliged to dismount, and seat himsdf at the 
foot of a large oak, to which he was then lashed by 
three or four bridles, and his own embroidered 
scarf. 
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The animals were turned loose, to crop the rank 
herbage, and seek their rest at pleasure. 

^ Hey<-day, brother picaroon,^ exclaimed the 
leader of the victorious party, eyeing inth delist 
his swathed captive, << thou art gaily attired, me^ 
thinks; thou art garlanded for the honor of the 
head of our noble race ! Come, my brave comrades,^ 
said he, turning to his party, << let us drink long 
life and happiness to the desc^idant of our inunortal 
forefathers !^ 

The ferocious monsters repliedby a hearty shou^ 
and with deep potations from their well-filled flasks. 

" Thy fair Sypsilla will need another bride- 
groom,^ continued the savage bandit, drawing his 
breath with difficulty. 

Syretis made no answer. 

" What, sullen — ^gay traitor ?** said the fierce 
brute, pricking him on the shoulder with the point 
of a lance. 

The warm blood trickled down the arm of the 
indignant prisoner, who, however, replied not. 

" Hast thou left thy tongue behind thee ?'^ de^ 
manded the Cyclop, in a rage. 
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^^ By the Gods!"" he continued, starting from the 
ground, ^^ I promised only thy head to the Mas- 
scHiidas,— -dead or alive ! and if I take it to him on 
thy shoulders, instead of hanging to my saddle 
bow, he surely can spare the evidence of thy sulky 
tongiie.^ And the monster roared with laughter 
at bis own brutal jest. 

He then desired two of the gang to force open 
the mouth ot the prisoner ; but it was not until 
the point of a lance had been inserted between his 
t6eth,«'-and they actually wrenched a part, that the 
united strength of three of the enormous Cyclops 
could effect their purpose. 

" Speak, Syretis ; gratify our Captain,^ said 
some of the bandits with a feeling of remeihbered 
fellowship towards an old comrade, and brother 
Cyclop. 

*^ Aye, speak,^ cried the insulting savage. 
^^ Call on the fair Sypsilla f Invoke the blooming 
bride to dress thy wounded shoulder. Thou hast 
met her before, beneath the foliage of the wood, 
and when another arm than thine had need of 
binding !^ Here he ground his teeth ; then, again 
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bursdog into a fiendish laugh, yelled, whooped, 
shouted, till the forest rang with the noise. 

His brutal mirth a little subsided, he approached 
dose to the ear of his victim, and whispered only 
loud enough for him to hear, <^ that day week 
that sees Syretis dead, the fair Sypsilla weds 
Eurymachus !^ 

The prisoner made a desperate effort to release 
his face from the grasp of his fierce victors^ and his 
hands from the leathern thongs that confined them 
to his waist, but unsuccessfully ; and the flashing 
of his eyes alone bespoke the furiousness of the 
wrath that boiled within. 

^ She shall be mine— in these very anns^ — and 
he widely extended them — ^* will I clasp the fair 
Sypsilla, the golden-haired village maiden^-Syretis" 
bride !^ continued the fell tormentor, in the same 
undeivbreath. 

The captive^s old oomrades again interfered, en« 
treating him to give way, for his own sake. <* Hold 
up your finger in acquiescence,^ said they, *< and 
your head shall be instantly free.^ 

Syretis held up his finger. 
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The Cyclops released him from their grasp; 
though still surlily declaring that vengeance was 
due for the trouble he had given them, and for the 
slaughter of the comrades whom they had been/ 
obliged to leave in the meadow. 

The distorted jaws had scarcely regained their 
natural position, ere the head of the unfortunate 
prisoner fell upon his breast, and by degrees it 
sunk lower and lower, till it nearly reached his 
fingers. 

** He faints — ^give him some wine,'' said the 
fierce bandit; ^^ we may as well have the ten 
purses as the five.'' 

Syretis raised his head, and drank of the prof- 
ferred cup. 

" Art thou better?" vociferated the Cyclop. 
The captive again drooped, without replying. 
Then suddenly raising his head, and turning to 
the direction whence they had been riding, he blew 
a second, blast; now upon the nudnight air. 

The robbers started with exclamations of sur- 
prise and alarm. Bui another and another shrill 
note rung through the density of the forest, ere 
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uyr of tbeni thongkt to strike the inBtrumcnt fHnn 
IMinoutb. . 

*^ To bone ! to horse !^ they exclaimed, <' or #e 
shall be overtaken b j the traitor'*s friends.* ' 

'< We will have his tongue first,* vociferated 
the captain, now doubly enraged. ^ We will take 
it from the root ; before, I might have been satisfied 
with a moderate portion of it.* 

The bandit, who had dashed the instrument 
^!om Syretis^ mouth, had omitted to take it away 
entirely ; consequently, during this little debate be 
had time to repossess himself of it, and another 
blast, fierce as the spirits who surrounded him, 
thrilled upon their astonished ears ; and thus com* 
pletely infuriated, they all sprung upon him, and 
in an instant his extended jaws ofiered the ven« 
geance for which they now unanimously thirsted. 

^^ A libation to the Gods, and a morsel to the 
dogs,* vociferated Eurymaehus, pouring the re- 
mainder of the contents of the cup from which. 
Syretis had drunk, upon the ground. 

Then, flourishing the sharp knife with which he 
had been eating,. ^^ a morsel for the dogs!* he 



Ml 

cfqpdated) appKoeching the priscaier with a MdMKk 
nidean grin. ^^ Hold him tightly: keep Ann gtftfip 
of bis traiterous jaws; now for it;^ he raised the 
knife, and the next instant — 

A^ slight whizzing noise was heard, and a bright 
iMQe suddenly pinned the enormous head of the 
savage Cyelop to the hard-grained oak, against 
which the captive was bound. 

<^ What is all this about ?^ shouted the old hero 
of the empty barrel, riding into the midst of the 
gang, followed by three of Syretis^ late companions, 
their steeds, which had been furnished by the im- 
mediate kindness of the ^leoneans, reeking and 
foaming, from the violence of their speed. 

** What are you about, my comrades ?-*-mur- 
dering a prisoner in cold blood ?— is this the way 
the wild sons of the mountain keep union among 
themselves ?^ 

. " We were his friends!^ replied those who had 
persuaded Syretis to speak. <^ And though he killed 
four of our brethren, yet we allowed that to be in 
aelf-defence ; and endeavoured to make peace be- 
tween him and our captain, when he refused to 

M 
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Kk9wer him; but he took advantage, and blew 
that accursed signal, as if in derision of our good 
nature; and now he has brought thy interference 
upon us ! " 

^^ And wouldst thou not have done the same?'^ 
retorted the old picaroon. *^ Come, come, my 
lads; we will settle the affair of the ten purses, 
and Syretis shall add five as ransom-money. CcHne, 
come; I know you will oblige an old fiiend,^ he 
added, coaxingly ; and springing from his saddle, 
he was hastily going to unswathe the prisoner^ but 
d^e fi^ce crew, brandishing their falchions, swore 
they would aUow no one to touch him but them- 
selves. 

** We have received the Giberanto^s pay,^ said 
they ; ^^ half has been already disbursed from the 
palace coffers ; and we will not forfeit the good- 
will of our noble chief : he is the head of us all, and 
it is our duty to obey him, before any free^elected 
captain.^ 

** If I had the whole of my band here I would 
teach you, you young dogs, to sneer at free-elected 
captains,"*^ replied the old bandit, angrily. 
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The larger party, being nine to four^ laughed 
defiance. 

^ Aye, shout, roar away," said he ; " you are 
the worst gang of the whole mountain-horde, and 
fit agents for that evil demon, Massonidas ; aye, or 
the Giberanto either. But look to your free- 
elected captain there ! Ha, ha ! Let me talk to 
him ; was he not going to cut my brave lad^s tongue 
out? — the dog. He deserves to have his owa 
wrenched &om the roots." 

Tbe)r allowed him to go near the wretched Eury- 
machus, though fiercely cautioning him not to 
attempt to rdease their captive. 

He approached close to the ear of the bandit. 
*^ How dost thou fed, Eurymachus ?" said he, in 
a voice stunning as the din of the roaring crater. 
^^ How dost thou like my gentle admonition to thy 
mischief-hatching brains ?" 

^^ We ought to liave released our captain before 
this," exclaimed the robbers, surprised at their own 
omission. 

** Aye, but the five purses occupied your dutiful 
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attention 1 my young conu»des;'^ now in .tum, 
sneered the old picaroon. 

«< I cimie to speak to thee,^ vociferated the fi«e^ 
elected captain, without attending to the more fcvo- 
cioufi gang, who endeavoured to release their maatar^ 
by tugging at the weapon ; but the solid oak ten 
tained firmer hold of the sharp-pointed spear^head. 
than the savage bandits had of that of their imfor-^ 
tunate prisoner. 

^^ I come to answer theeP he replied widi a 
shout, even more trem'endous than at first, ^* My 
brave lad, Syretis, is tongue-tied, and cannot talk 
to thee just now ; so I will do it for him. How 

dost thou find thyself, old comrade?^ 

« 

The whole assembled party roared with laughter, 
and the previous victors declared they must leave 
the Massonidas*^ agent where he was, spear and all : 
he was no elected captain of theirs, but set over 
them; and if they conducted the prisoner to C»- 
tana it would be just as acceptable, provided they 
were within the appointed time ; but they must set * 
off directly. 
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** But if we were six, instead of four to nine, 
my lads,^ said the old man, shaking his gray locks, 
" we would try the point with you for our brave 
comrade ; but let us be humane, even to the wretch 
whom I pinned for his brutality. Either let us 
put him out of his misery at once, or else give the 
4og a chance for his life, though he has deserved to 
lose it for many a deed of villainy, long ere this. 
Let us cut out the lance, and see what that will do.^' 

The larger and more savage party refused to 
wait, and mounting the luckless Syretis behind one 
of them, they left their comrades to release or do 
as they pleased with their previous leader. 

They immediately set to work, and cutting round 
the part where the spear had penetrated the wood, 
soon succeeded in drawing it out, and as gently as 
possible through the head of the bleeding Cyclop. 

During the operation he opened his eyes, rolled 
them frightfully, then— 

** His pale lips quiv'ring, to the ground he fell, 
And his black soul released, escaped to hell." 



CHAPTER XI. 

When Hamiltiades joined his unworthy asso- 
ciate in the brazen closet, be sbunmed the door 
behind him, with the violence of intemperate rage, 
ausing it to rebound with such quickness, that it 
escaped the spring latch; but being as instantly 
nearly dosed-to by the officious Sinon, who had 
followed the Giberanto into the outer room, it re- 
mained ajar, unperceived by the brace of demi- 
demons, while their lately sworn comrade listened 
to their discourse. 

^^ She shall die ; she shall die,^ said Billinsneres, 
when the noble owner had given an account of the 
manner in which he had been received by Alzaida, 
beneath the roof of his own mansion. 

" The splendor of my palace is despised,*** said 
Hamiltiades. " The magnificence, the luxury, 
the immense wealth, toiled for by my hardy fore- 
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« 

fathers ; collected, amassed from age to age ; from 
century to century; is unappreciated by this 
haughty woman, who scorns me for myself, and 
regards me as a worm breath her teetJ* 

^^ Then she shall die !^ repeated the Massonidas. 

" She shall not!'' vociferated the Giberanto, 

clenching his fist, and striding up to his associate, 

whilst unbridled passion rendered still more Hrid 

the whited sepulchre of his dastard souL 

^^ She shall not die. She shall live. Live to 
witness my triumph ; my exculpation ; my clear- 
ftnce before my king; before my coimtry; and 
before ^ my Gods ! he was going to add ; but a 
certain feeling about the throat, as of inward suffo- 
cation, prevented the completion of the sentence ; 
and, gasping for breath, he was obliged to sit 
down. 

" You are not well ?" said Billinsneres. 

^^ I am ill," he replied ; " my lungs are affected." 

'< Have you often felt the sensation of late?" 

inquired the Massonidas, while a slight movement 

of the muscles twinged most inharmoniously with 

the assumed gravity of his features. 
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4 * 

The (Siberanto frowned. «« Yes r said lie, « I 
have several times felt it of late ; and it piaceeds 
from the lungs.^ 

'^ You are right enough there,^ ejaculated Sinon, 
peeping cautiously through the opening door; 
*' lungs have done all the business. They com- 
menced the matter,— they continued it,— and, to 
my thinking, are likely to end it, by producing a 
still stronger sensation of choaking, if these ]^t8 
are persevered in against an innocent and unof** 
fending woman.^ 

" Shall we send for our young physician ?" con- 
tinued Billinsneres, unaware of the nearness of his 
prot^g^. 

Sinon closed the door; and, springing from be- 
hind the arras, held himself in readiness for a start, 
should the Massonidas attempt to put into effect 
his proposition. 

^^ I do believe my own lungs are affected,^ said 
he, panting with apprehension, as he Ustened for 
the footsteps of the worthy Machiavd. But, find- 
ing that he did not quit the brass-lined cabinet of 
evil conclave, he returned to his former position. 
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5 '« Why not let her be put out of the wa;^ art: otice? 
her interest will ever be a mar to thy fortunes,^ 
urged Billinsneres, as Sinon again drew the un« 
latdied door a little open, and inserted his foot 
between it and the side posts, to prevent its sud- 
denly closing, by any involuntary movement of his 
own. 

, '' No,'' replied the Giberanto, quickly; " her in- 
terest shall bend to mine ; I will trample upon her 
imme,-^her character, — her station ; and these shall 
adorn my triumph, as shades enhance the light. 
But she shall live ; and my life shall feed on hers, 
till satiety shall terminate my toil for glory. Ye 
immortal Gods!'' he exclaimed, stamping on the 
ground, ** am I, the descendant of your own high 
raee, to be contravaied by a haughty earth-bom 
.wioman? who refuses me the simple testimony of 
her word on the idle plea of truth ! when suspicion, 
danger, and death stare me in the face ? 

" Ye gracious Gods ! my immortal progenitors, 
look down upon your offspring." Here he knelt 
upon the floor, grinding his teeth, and raising his 
clasped hands. ^^ Give me power to sear her heart, 

M 5 
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to blight her fame, — ^to destroy her prospects,— to 
take from her her possessions; — and, finally, to an- 
nihilate her from the surface of the earth ; when, 
worn down with penury, contempt, and scbm, she 
shall sue for mercy at the hands of thy grateful 
descendant i^ 

" She will never do that,'' ejaculated Sinon; 
'* she will retaliate scorn for scorn, and repay con« 
tempt with contempt, my worthy master.^ 

Hamiltiades rose, apparently calmed by his invo- 
cation. 

" Upon what plan do you proceed ?^ inquired 
Billinsheres ; " only point out the way; I am 
;»till your willing servant, though you reject my 
advice.'* 

^' Yes, as touching her life, I do expressly reject 
it," replied the Giberanto. ** We must first have 
victory ; then a triumph ; then fame ; then glory ; 
and lastly " (Here he rubbed his hands and 
grinned — a grin, savage asBillinsneres himself could 
have achieved ;) " and lastly," he repeated, " sUch 
an overwhelming vengeance, as shall appal the 
heart of every orphan, who now, and hereafter. 
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.s^hall presume to think of opposing the will of rank, 
wealth, luid power r 

^^ Would to the Gods I had never entered that 
iofemal cave of the black priest,^ said the panting 
listener to himself ^^ or I would instantly fly to 
the monarch of Syracuse, and betray this hellish 
plot.'' 

. ** But we are talking instead of acting,^ said 
Billinsneres. ^^ Let us to the point at once. She 
is in your power; and what shall be done with 
her?" 

Hanpiltiades paused for a minute. ^* The day 
after to-morrow,'' said he, ^^ is the day of trial ; I 
will have patience, and, suppressing my just indig- 
nation, try once again the force of the bland smUe, 
and the gift of eloquaice.'^ 

*^ Will you permit me ?" said Sinon, bursting 
into the room, unable longer to restrain his feelings 
and his impatience. 

<^ Sneaking villain!" exclaimed Biliinsneres, 
catching him by the throat. 

** Not more so than thyself," retorted Sinon, 
extricating himself from the savage grasp. 
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^ Haw so?"" said the Massonidas^ laaghingv md 
gctnning the defiance of lawless eflFrontery. *^ You 
know the council exonerated xne from the iEtalcseail 
affair, if you mean that ? But is thy interest witli 
the Lady Alzaida greater than the Giberantd'«, 
that thou wouldst wish to plead his cause for 
him? 

*^ Remember thy engagement, — ^thy tows to the 
black God — ^never to succour the distressed; neither 
to spare man^ wife, child, widow, nor orphan, who 
should oppose, or stand in the way of the plans we 
conjointly swore to prosecute.'' ^ 

^^ I do remember," said Sinon, shuddering. And 
he thought to himself, had I been in less infernal 
company, I had not taken f^y foul an oath. 

BiUinsneres eyed him attentively. " And does 
it likewise recur to thy remembrance,'' said he, 
^^ that we Yowed also to bum in like manner the 
heart, the liver, and to drink the life stream of any 
who should betray the compact, or shrink from its 
performance ?" 

« I offered to do the will of the Giberanto," re- 
torted Sinon, emboldened an proportion to the 
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^i^atness of the villainy, by ^hieh he ha:(I ' been 
ensnared into so ruthless an undertaking; end 
iae walked towards Hamiltiades, who, apparently 
fatigued by the great excitement of his feelings, 
was leaning his head against an open casement. 

"May I be allowed to visit the Lady Alzaida?^ 
demanded Sinon, and " exert what influence I have, 
to persuade her to conform to the interest of our 
noMe chief ?^ 

The worthy owner of the elegant mansion 
kerned at first to consent^ but a nod from his prime 
ministqp induced him to reverse the condescension, 
and he positively forbade the slightest communi- 
cation. 

Sinon retreated to the other end of the brazen 
closet. " I would,'' said he, ruminating on past 
and present circumstances, " that I could even 
now relieve her from the clutches of these inexorable 
men. But why can I not ? surely I have art to 
play as deep a game as they have, and Mimonades, 
the nick-named Sinon, like his great prototype, 
may yet introduce a Ulyssean plan to this other 
Troy — though not to serve the bride of a Mene- 
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laufl, but reverse the scene ;— yet not to return a 
Chryseis to her aged father, no : ^ — and his mmd 
i^gain reverted to his delightful ideas, when quittii^ 
the iEtalcasan villa, with the hope of ensuring 
Alzaida'^s eternal gratitude, by the services he 
intended to perform. ^^In &ct,^ he continued, 
muttering to himself — ^^ a Briseis, — and I her 
Achnies !^ 

He caught the eye of Billinsneres, but raised in 
his own estimation by the latter mighty model, he 
returned the stare undauntedly, and internally 
vowed an oath, as binding, and certainly more 
virtuous than that to the shades of Pluto, that if 
Hamiltiades, and the Massonidas, reaUy intended 
further violence towards the unprotected orphan, 
and did not speedily restore her to her friends, that 
he would 

" Lead forth some martial Myrmidons to fight, 
To save the injured, and regain her right." 

And he left the apartment, to join the domestics, 
and try to ensure the assistance of some of them. 
How long the firmness unusual to a naturally 
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wayward temper lasted ; or whether having once 
yidded to the unhallowed oath^ had not placed an 
effectual barrier to all after-retraction from it ; or, 
whether his good intentions towards Alzaida came 
too late to be of service, will be proved; but 
certain it is, that his eyes betokened constancy of 
purpose ; — ^and so thought Billinsneres, and he also 
resolved to martial his myrmidons ! 

Alzaida, on the retreat of Hamiltiades from the 
gorgeous suite of ' w^lth displayed,' to turn the 
tide o&her thoughts from her own situation, and 
to occupy the passing time, commenced a closer 
survey of the exquisite and elaborate labors of 
Tyrian and Sidonian skill. 

There shone in living colors the lyric poet and 
musician, Arion; charming with his melodious 
flute the dolphins, who played round the ship; 
whilst the impatient sailors eyed the store of riches, 
high piled upon the deck, that tempted their 
cupidity. 

Its counterscene represented a group of Lesbians, 
with the sage Pittacus in the act of throwing the 
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jatvloO) thatiiras to ^ the only extent itf latid^tf§^ 
dithiterested patriot chose to accept from hfs^ 
gmteful fellow dtizens^ for his public services. - ' * 

A Dejanira, receiving the poisoned tunic frotri 
the expiring centaur. 

A Phalaris, ordering the wretch Perillos to %e 
thrust into the brazen bull he had fabricated -f^r 
the gratification of the tyrant ; himself to be inad<» ' 
the first experiment of its eflicacy. The flames ro64? * 
in spiral wreaths beneath the body of the animal ; ' 
while, with outstretched neck, and flaring eyes, the 
agonised roar seemed issuing from his diis^ended 
and enormous lips. 

These, and several others, with the Eurysthean 
labors of Hercules, adorned the walls in successive 
tablets. 

But the attention of Alzaida was more particu- 
larly attracted by the exquisite beauty of four 
richly-labored pieces, detailing the principal cir^ 
cumstances of the life of Iphigenia. 

There, the maiden, lowly on her knees, with 
upraised hands, and supplicating lode, entreated 
mercy from her princely father, Agamemnon, 
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whose arerted eyes, and diattesoed couiitenaihee^ 
betrayed the agony of the parent, doomed to sacri-^ 
fice his own beloved ofiBpring, to the lying priests 
craft of the brutal Calchas; who, with uplifted arm, 
seemed in the act of plunging the hideous weapon 
oC4ire fimaticism into her innocent bosom. 

The second view gave the ascent of Iphigenia, the 
Goddess Diana, partially shrouding her retreating 
figure in a veil of clouds. Taurica lay in the 
distance: while still, as in the act of striking, the 
fierce Calchas gazed in well depicted astonishm^t, 
on the mountain goat substituted in her place. 

Another scene portrayed the landing of Pylades 
and Orestes, at Taurica ; where Iphigenia, whose 
duty^ as priestess of the temple of Diana, was to 
sacrifice all strangers visiting the country, having 
discovered her brother and cousin, offers to fly with 
th^m from the detested place. 

Finally, the three friends, carrying off the statue 
of the Goddess, appear to be escaping from the fury 
of a crowd of pursuers. The cruel Thoas, who had 
been used to enforce the bloody rites, lay a stiffened 
corpse in the middle of the ]:ucture : while the proud 
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bark, in the badc-ground, with unfurled sailsy 
waited to complete their deliverance. 

*^ Alas !^ exclaimed Alzaida, as the splendid 
representations glowed almost into the appearance 
of real life, beneath the earnestness €)t her gaze ; 
*^ alas ! where is my brother,— fiiy cousin,— -^ere 
the goodly ship, to assist my escape ? To whom, 
oh, merciful Diana, shall I look for aid, in this 
my peril ? ^ 

" To me ! look to me,^ said Sinon ; cautipudy 
advancing on tip-toe from behind a distant part of 
the tapestry, concealing a secret door, the key of 
which he held in his hand. 

^^ Thou hast deceived me once, ^ answered 
Alzaida. 

*^ But trust me now, even this time, ^ said he ; 
<^ and if I prove faithless, never admit me to thy 
confidence again. Thou art in danger-^but fear 
not; I will be thy guardian,— thy protector; and 
speedily as possible guide thee back to iEtalcaea."^ 

^< And what will guarantee thy faith P"^ demanded 
Alzaida • " Thou appearest now, a friend, or ^de- 
pendent of this house.^ 
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Sinon knelt on one knee, and laid his hand upon 
his heart. 

" Not anything beyond that ?" inquired Alzaida, 
unable to repress a smile. 

A slight noise was heard, and Sinon started to 
his feet. 

" My life is devoted to thy service," he exclaimed, 
hurriedly. ^^ But let me entreat thee to take rest. 
To-morrow a deadly sight will require thy utmost 
exertions, all thy strength of mind to bear ; but 
thou hast no need to be afraid of the wine, nor of 
the viands : and after sunset next evening, look for 
directions from me : I may not be enabled to visit 
thee again :'' and he hastily withdrew. 

And Alzaida, not knowing who might be the 
permitted agent, should the kind Goddess interest 
herself in her behalf, determined not to neglect any 
opportunity that should present itself, and in the 
interimf, to follow the directions of the ex-physician, 
the wayward Mimonades ! 

A sleeping apartment, leading from the grand 
suite, invited her to repose. 
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Where fleecy skina, and richest woollens made 
A splendid bed ; — ^wrought coverlida overlaid." 

Fastening the door, to prevent intrusion, then' 
in humble prostration seeking the protection of the' 
QodSf and invoking the manes of her beloved 
par^ents, to watch over, and guard their child, 
.Alzaida sought the rest she so greatly needed, from' 
her fatiguing journey, and want of deep the over*' 
night, even more, than in preparation for the 
deadly sight which she was led to expect on the 
morrow,-— the dismal morrow. 

The first few hours glided away, in peaceful, 
heavy slumber. But when the recovering action 
of her mind b^an to renew the varied reminiscence 
of past circumstances, horrid visions, and fantastic 
meteors floated before her wrapped senses, in fright- 
fully-seeming reality. 

TheLadyHippodicsea,in her funereal garmadts, 
shining with unearthly lustre— with a brilliancy 
divine — appeared wreathing the mazy dance, with 
a soft and winning grace ; then suddenly turning to 
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her amazed daughter, displayed beneath the snowy 
veil, the ghastly spectacle of death. 

Again, and Alzaida imagined herself tracing 
hei: way through the iEtalcsean wood, with her 
faiUiful Cylo by her side ; and once more, the ruint 
sheltered her from the pitiless storm. — The li^t, 
as before, streamed through the crevice;— she 
advi^ticed with the same caution, and beheld nearly 
the same sight* The corpse of the maiden still lay 
on- its sombre bed, while Billinsneres and Hamil- 
ti^des were stationed at either end, each dressed in 
the habiliments of mourning; and in their turn 
diaplaying the hideous skull,— the firightful spectre 
of deckth. 

Their uncovered teeth seemed to chatter for 
awhile, as in quick converse; then turning to 
where Akaida stood, they grinned appallingly. 

On a sudden, the roof of the building was rent, 
the wallfi fell with a terrific crash ; and accompanied 
with thunder, lightning, and in flames of blue and 
spiral red, appeared, 

" Thin airy shoals of visionary ghosts, — 
Demons accurst, — dire ministers of woe," 
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With horrid laughter, they dosed, — danced,-^ 
shouted round the friendly pair ; and fierce conf u* 
sion prevailed for a time. Then, a torrent of liquid 
fire burst from the heavens above, and swept the 
whole instantaneously from view. 

Alzaida woke. The brilliant sun darted his 
slanting rays through the latticed casements of the 
apartment, and she would have risen ; but drow- 
siness chained her to her bed; and after one or 
two trials, she foimd herself obliged to rdinquiah 
the attempts, and again lie down quietly. And 
whilst weighing the authority of the Giberanto, 
aided by the number of his domestics, and the 
argus-eyes of Billinsneres, against the doubtful 
chance of succor from the influence, or skill of 
Sinon, she fell once more asleep. 

This time, a milder vision occupied her slumbers ; 
and, seated by her parents, as in her years of youth 
and happiness, she listened to their instructions, 
receiving the pure lessons of benevolence, justice, 
and virtue. 

Not that unwomanly mockery of viriuej that 
laughs in secret at the foul jest; — the obscenity of 
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lawless men, instead of banishing them their society; 
and which, in after-times, gave rise to that sweeping 
condemnation ; that 

" Every woman is at heart a rake :" 

but that true, and inherent principle of virtue, 

enforced by precept, which neither admits, nor 

gives rise to a gross idea ! 

" And also beware, my Alzaida," her respected 

parent seemed to say ; " in thy intercourse with the 
world, that benevolence usurp not the mastery over 

justice. Neither should justice totally banish the 
more amiable feeling of benevolence. From the 
goodness, — ^the graciousness of the Gods, we derive 
all our blessings; and should we not dispense 
mercy to each other ? ^ 

" I have, — too much," exclaimed Alzaida, 
starting from her sleep ; and springing hastily from 
the bed, she paced up and down the room. " Too 
much, — ^too much," she repeated; continuing the 
train of her sleeping thoughts, which were so 
analogous to her present situation. ^^ I should have 
sought justice at the hands of my Sovereign ; not 
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have protected the reputation of an ^ivenomed 
monster, who riots in the destruction of mine.^ 

<^ But the Gods are righteous,^ she added, more 
calmly; ^^ and patience is most suitable to our 
dependence on their omniscient will.'' 

When Alzaida re-entered the gorgeous range of 
building, which, from the glowing light of the Solar 
orb, now verging towards the horizon, was blended 
into one continued sweep of brilliance; and the 
gilded saloons resembled a vast gallery, supported 
by splendid columns : 

She found a table with rich viands spread, — 
A glittering canister high piled with bread,^- 
A golden bowl with foaming, generous wine, 
Breathing an aromatic fragrancy divine. 
From ^leona's fairest vintage brought ; 
In gratitude, the old Baccharus thought ; 
To show the treasure of his secret cave ; 
And twice twelve goat-skins to Syretis gave 
'' A present take, my son ** — ^the old man said, 
<' And let the ransom of my child be paid ; 
" That even vile Eurymachiis may kaow, 
** None other debt, but gratitude, we owe." 
The seasoned wine, to light of day restor'd; — 
The bandit's tribute to his Cyelop-Lord. 



CHAPTER XII, 



.' Eablt the following morning, whilst Alzaida 
was partaking of the breakfast, which, as the meal 
»f the previous evening, had been prepared during 
her absence, the Giberanto entered. 

His late vengeful brow was smoothed ; and his 
angry looks were softened to the deepest melan- 
choly. 

With a tender glance, which seemed merely to 
escape from beneath his down-cast lids, he dreW 
a seat, neither opposite to, nor by her side, but 
inclined between the two directions ; and appearing 
to join the repast, though he ate but little, gave 
Alzaida both leisure and opportunity to observe 
the excessive humility of his demeanor ; implying, 
of course, his sorrow at having been obliged to act 
thus harshly. 

N 
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At lesDgth, after a few pxtatorj r^narks in 
the gentlest tone posMle, and inquiries concerning 
her health, he ventured mildly to insinuate, how 
much it would be to her advantage to accept of his 
friendship ; how greatly she had already sunk in 
the public estimation by her obstinacy in that 
particuLur ; how utterly impossible it was for him 
to dear her character from susfpicion) whilst she 
continued at variance with him pei^onajly. 

*^ Exculpate me,^ said he, ^^ from all knpwledge 
of the locket, or of the hi^-priesf s daughter, and 
you will, yourself, be no longer suspected of 
jealoupy."" 

^' Jealousy !^ ejaculated Alzaida. 

That Hamiltiades wa^ a villiun'— acold^ calcu- 
lating, soul^absorbing, selfi^ villaiq — Alzaidn hiKl 
received too many proofs to doulj^t;; bi^. tl|^t;„h^ 
was a coxcomb, had never entered, in the remotest 
degree, into her imagination, And she look^ a( 
him with the incredulity of having heai*d rig}it}y f • 
and d^oaanded, if he really had the folly to sa^ct\ 
tipn so great an absurdijty ? 

" It is necessity,^ he replied, coldly. 
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Altaida could not fiyrbear a tsnlile. She stnig- 
^td to repress it^ but the absolute ugliness of the 
itian forced her risible muscles into a<^on, and for 
a feir minutes she laughed, — ^fairly laughed out- 
right. 

Hajfiiltiftdes was ofl^ded ; he rose and walked 
aWay. 

He had gained the brilliant ^lat of a love 
afiair ; and did n6t. intend, under any circumstance, 
to part with it. 

Female rivalry and jealousy were already con- 
net!ted with his name ; and his glory, if he could 
but get over this unlucky temple-business, jras far 
advanced on the wing of fame, for the lyric, the 
epic, or the tragic muse. 

" Nay, even perchance,** said he, as he paced the 
saloons, *^ the future historian, describing the reign 
of our monarch, may choose to notice the little 
matter, which so interested his royal feelings ; and 
HaDdilttades Giberanto, descendant of the famed 
Brontes, son of the immortal Ccehis and Terra, 
will not be unknown to future times ; the annals of 
his country will eternize his name !^ 



The ktter purt of the sentence etfeaped trook the 
dense Bsstire of hb unnghtly lipe^ sufficieiitly loud 
to meet Alzaida's ear; and she turned with in- 
creased contempt from one, who so baaely, so 
meanly, sought his own ennobling. 

He followed her ; slie entered the open gallery ; 
he did the same; and closed the door bebix^d 
them. 

At this moment, between thirty and forty of the 
domestics, with about a dozen fierce-looking savages, 
glided round a centre-portion of the garden^ which 
had been cleared of its flowering shrubs, aoA 
formed themselves into a serried line* 

<< Ah! the dreadful sight i"" thought ALiaida, 
<< for which I was told to prepare. Oh ! Hamil- 
tiades, thou wilt indeed etemixe thy name!**^ 

A prisoner, heavily chained and manacled, Was 
brought forward between two Cyclopean guards, 
who waved their ponderous falchions, flaming to 
the sun ; and seemed to bid, in their own persons, 
defiance against a host, who should attempt a 
rescue. But all was quiet, not even a breath, 
a footstep, disturbed the awf(il silence. 



' The embroidered vest, the purpled goatddns, and 
the gold and scarlet thonge, which cased his legs 
mid feet, were there; but now tcnm, soiled, and 
tarnished, firom the foul damp air of the deeply- 
sunk dungeon. And the wretched captive, droop- 
ing his head upon his bosom, his shaggy locks 
completely hid his features. 

<^ It is Syretis,^ whispered Hamiltiades; ^ he 
who escaped me once, but shall not foil me a 
second time.^ 

'< Monster !^ exclaimed Alzaida, and she turned 
away her head ; too indignant to vouchsafe further 
controversy, though a fearful interest stilly rivetted 
her to the spot. 

^< Hast thou any confession to make ?^ demanded 
the Giberanto, addressing the prisoner from the 
balcony. 

^ Yes ! we shall meet to-morrow,^ he replied, in 
a voice which Alzaida thought to be singularly 
rough-*-almo8t as if it were assumed. 

" Thy hour is fixed,^ said Hamiltiades ; thou 
mayst not delay .'*' 

My confession is made,^ rejoined the other. 
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^ To^mottow we meet in the place of doom.^^-To- 
mofrow, thcra and Syretffi stand face to face in the 
Tenaple of Apollo.'' 

^' Thou licst,^ vocifsrated the descendant off 
Brontes. << Neither in hell, nor upon eacrd), AA 
thou again cross my sight, save as a mangled 
corpse.** 

^ Ha, ha ! It comes — it comes,^ exclaimed the 
prisoner, expanding his arms, and waving them to 
and fro, as widely as the chain which fastened the 
manades of his wrists to another still heavier round 
his waist, would permit. ^ It comes from the 
East — and it comes from the West;^ — and he 
spoke in the awful tone of prophetic warning ; as 
when the yawning gates of deatfi seem to admit 
the departing soul to a partial view, within the 
regions of futurity. " It arrives in part from thee, 
oh JEtna! and dark clouds shall surround tiiy 
fall, Hamiltiades. And the Erynnes shall inffict 
the ^ secret sting ;' excite the ^ still, small voice.' 
And the shades of Pluto overwbdm the light of 
thy descending triumph !" 

^^ Villain — ^traitor," ejaculated Hamiltiades, in a 
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low voice from b^tweesi his clenched teeth^ and 
looking down upon Sinon, who happened to ststnd 
just beneath. " Thou hast betrJAyed the secrets of 
the braisen closet — ^ Descending triumph !^^ he 
muttered ; " but I will avenge it.^ 

^< Here! Podargus, and DauHs,^ he continued, 
in a louder tone, and stamping his foot ; '^ conduct 
this wretch to the lowest dungeon ; give him only 
bread and water, and a double portion of chains, 
till mj further directions. Hasten, and then 
return.'' ' 

The men hurried off the ill-starred Mimonades, 
and quickly came back to the iniquitous scene; 
where the prisoner, agam drooping his head, had 
remained silent, after his momentary excitement. 

^^ Hast thou more to say, vile prophet?'' de- 
manded the Giberanto. 

" More!" said the prisoner, in a firm voice, 
though without lifting his head. ^^ Syretis will 
tell thee more to-morrow !" 

^' Death ! instantaneous death," roared the mas- 
ter of the mansion ; and he attempted to raise his 
hand in signal. 
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Alzaida caught his aim. " Mercy — mercy,* 
she cried, ^^ I beseech thee, by the maBes of tlje 
victims ah-eady sacrificed, that thou spare this one ^ 
be assured, Hamiltiades, thy own doom hangs upon 
his life." 

♦ 

<^ Art thou too prophetic ?^ he answered, scorn- 
fully. ** The Lady Alzaida must learn to know 
that we spare none who oppose our will;"^ and 
approaching closer^ he whispered in her hear — 
" our exoneration /" 

Alzaida shuddered. 

He snatched his arm from her grasp — ^he lifted it 
on high — the falchion of one of the Cyclop guards 
swept a wide semi-circle in the air — a red torrent 
spouted upwards to the height of several feet ; — 
the dismembered trunk of the victim measured its 
length upon the ground, while, with lips still 
agitated, and with eyes starting from their sockets, 
the severed head rolled immediately beneath the 
Giberanto^s feet. 

He turned hastily, and reentered the saloons. 

Alzaida remained. Indeed it seemed impossible 
or her to leave the frightful scene ; her feet felt 
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rboted to the marble flags on which she stoods and 
she perceived, scarcely knowing that she looked, 
three or four of the domestics gather up several 
matted locks of hair, that had parted from the 
falling head; and which now displayed the sil- 
vered crown of advanced age, 

The body was quickly enveloped, and carried 
away ; and when the last of the direful guards had 
liled-off from the garc^en ; even then, with aching 
eyes, she gazed over the balcony, as if still under 
the influence of a fearful dream. 

" Art thou satisfied that our power can achieve 
our will ?^ said Hamiltiades, when she re-entered 
the apartments. 

" To-morrow,^ was the only reply her lips could 
utter, and she sank upon a sofa. 

Hamiltiades exchanged glances with an indi- 

■ 

vidual, who reclined on a seat, at the furthest 

4 

possible distance from the lattices, the doors, and 
the gallery. 

It was the Massonidas. He had avoided the 
scene, that he might not increase the exciteipent of 
the domestics against himself. 

n5 
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The worthy friends soon after retired, and left 
Alzaida to turn her sickbed thoughts towards the 
mischance that had now blighted her hopes of 
assistance from the wayward Mimonades. 

The noon-tide meal was laid, and removed by 
two of the fierce-looking Cyck^>ean guards, who 
seemed, by their savage scowl, tutored to remind 
her forcibly, that her own life might next pay the 
forfeit of defiance. 

^^ It little matters,"^ said Alzaida, when the men 
had left the room, whether the Giberanto threalens, 
or sues. The time is past when I would have 
Yielded his iniquity. His villainy may deprive 
me of the existence he has poisoned ; but, never, 
never, shall my spirit bend ; never will I again 
bribe the justice of my soul, by the false plea of 
benevolence; false, because unjust. 

I had friends ; a monarch, who would have pro- 
tected my injured cause; and the integrity of my 
own word, as a bulwark of defence; and against 
whict^ from my earliest youth, no one deviation 
from the law of truth, could have fixed on me 
a lie! 
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Vet have I spared the inonster-*-a savage monster 
of the wild woods— and he has turned, and lacerated 
me to the heart with his brutality: and now I 
shall die unrevenged — undefended before the 
world r 

^' But not quite— -not quite^unrevenged. There 
i» a voico'-^hat * still, small voice/ which thou also, 
my beloved parent, didst predict would be some 
day Heard : and if Hamiltiades shall be exonerated, 
when trampling on the ruin he has wrought — 
smiHng at the credulity of the weak-minded 
Syracusans, he shall soar aloft in impotence of 
pride ; then shall the ^ still, small voice^ penetrate 
the inmost recesses of his contracted soul, and 
humble him with the conviction,, that his success is 

undeserved. 

I 

Were g^uilt concealed, within the thrice-dark fold 
Of black intrigue, the web would be unrolled 
By over-ruliiig Providence ; that sees 
Through best disguised and craftiest villainies. 

Hour after hour passed. The, glorious orb 
rolling over the horizon, to cheer and lighten other 
spheres, slowly sunk behind the gold-capt boun- 
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dary: but no sign, no message, no token, lor 
Alzaida came ; and she calmly resigned herself, to 
the sad ccxiviction, that the morrow would glid^ 
by without her evidence — her self-defoiee^-^in the 
Temple of the Grod; now rendered absolutely 
requisite by the infamous conduct of the Giberanto. 

Suddenly it occurred to her remembrance, that 
Sinon had entered from behind the arras in the 
end room of the suite the day previously, and 
afterwards vanished in the same direction. 

She immediately commenced a search, and found 
an iron door, but it was locked — ^firmly locked, and 
seemed to offer no chance for the desired escape. 

'^ Alas!^ she exclaimed, ^^ who could have been 
that disguised old man who this day paid the forr 
feit of his life, doubtlessly to save his friend ? for 
Hamiltiades unquestionably believed him to be the 
unfortunate Cyclop, who escaped his sword in the 
sanctuary of Apollo, and why was his prophetic 
warning so instantaneously visited on Mimonades P 
Alas ! those secrets of the brazen doset have in- 
juited my cause more than they have betrayed 
thine, Hamiltiades I"" 
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She retreated to the saloon in which she had 
dined, and drew towards her a small basket of gilt 
wire, containing several bunches of grapes that had 
been left behind, seemingly by accident. It moved 
heavily, with a weight disproportioned to its size 
and texture. 

Alzaida^s heart throbbed and beat violently 
against her side ; her hand trembled, and after 
removing a few of the beautiful clusters, she was 
obliged to reach the nearest sofa and sit dowp. 
The massive columns, the furniture, the tapestried 
figures upon the walls, danced in quick succession 
round her. A slight noise, similar to that which 
had generally premised an approach to the apart- 
ments, as the gentle receding of the well-^iled bolts 
and bars, startled her from her partial swoon. 
She turned her back to the ivory-chiselled doors 
^ idth curious art inlaid,^. and rapidly securing 
within her dress a bundle of leaves, binding a 
heavy substance, replaced the fruit, and pushing 
the basket from her, retired from the table as the 
Giberanto entered. 

" It is my last visit,'' said he ; " my escort now 
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waits to conduct me to Syracusae. Wilt thou*^ 
onoe more I ask — 'Urilt thou exculpate me from all 
knowledge of the locket, or of the high-|M:ie9t^8 
daughter P"" 

'^ It is an idle persecution,^ rqplied Alzaida. 
^^ In vain thou demandest that which I will never 
grant," 

He seized the gilt basket, and dashed it on the 
floor. The juice of the crushed fruit stained the 
tesselated marble, and the purple berries flew in all 
directions. 

Alzaida pressed her hand upon her heart, and in 
fervent internal prayer, thanked the Oods for the 
means of deliverance she had so fortunately secured i;" 
and she smiled when Hamiltiades withdrew, at the 
vengeance with which he turned the looks and 
forced the double bolts into thdr bard sockets. 

The heavy trampling of horses and the rattling 
of a chariot, soon warned her of the departure of 
the cavalcade; and immediately^ sdecttng a large 
dark veil from a well-stored wardrobe in the sleep* 
ing apartment, she wrapped it closely round hen, 
and applying the key concealed in the bundle of 
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leaves to the door behind the tapestry, which repre* 
g^nted the Theban clearing the Augean (rtables^ 
gfae soon found herself in a splendidly-illuminated 
gallery. 

Large gilt censers, with aromatic spices, pended 
from the ceiling ; whilst, from golden cornucopias 
attached to the walls, flamed the brilliant light of 
numerous torches. 

Alaaida hesitated for a moment ; but feeling the 
necessity of proceeding, she discarded every thought 
of fear, and boldly, and with a rapid step, hastened 
down the whole length of the corridor, which ap- 
peared to divide the suite of apartments she had 
just quitted, from one of equal magnitude and 
splendor. Several doors were open, but the rooms 
were deserted, and without interruption she gained 
the top of a flight of stairs. 

She descended with a palpitating heart, and then 
through an open door entered a spacious court. 

A hand touched her arm. She sprung forward, 
and would have fled, but a powerful grasp arrested 
her progress, and lifted her without ceremony 
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upon a palfrey that stood ready caparisoned for S 
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journey. *' 

Two noble chargers were led out — two strangers 
mounted, and with quick pace the three individuals 
cleared the palace, the Catanian streets, and in a 
short time distanced the city walls. 

And now again Alzaida'^s heart beat, and her 
cheeks glowed in joyous gratitude to the hig7i 
Gods ; and believing herself every moment advanc- 
ing nearer to her beloved, though sorrow-scened 

_ ^ 

uEtalcaea, she urged her gentle steed to a more 
sprightly canter, which, finally increasing to a hard 
gallop, obliged her companions likewise to put 
theirs on their mettle. 

Thus they continued for some time, and in' 
silence. 

At length Alzaida found that the ground be- 
neath the palfrey ^s feet continued gradually rising 
a much longer period of time than could possibly 
be required to ascend any of the hills between 
Catanaand Syracusae, and she asked her conductors 
the name of the place over which they were then 
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riding. Receiving no answer from either of them^ 
she became alarmed, and drawing up the reins of 
her palfrey^ inquired by whom she was accom- 
panied. 

** Friends ! ^ was the short reply from the sarcastic 
tones of BUlinsneres. 

*.' And thou?'^ she demanded, starting by the 
side of the other, who was waiting a few paces in 
advance. 

" A friend also,^ replied the well-known voice of 
Sinon. ** Though an unhappy one," he whispered, 
brushing close by her, and making his horse curvet, 
as if by its own wilful action. 

Alzaida's first idea was to turn the head of her 
palfrey down the path they had been ascending ; 
and getting the start, try her chance for escape to 
the first habitable place where she might claim 
protection. 

But Billinsneres anticipated her design by 
snatching hold of her bridle, and thus impelled, or 
rather dragged forward, resistance was out of her 
power. 

They continued on the ascent for several miles. 



^nd at length pursued their way through the diffU 
cult and narrow windings of a gloomy forest, till 
suddenly, without the slightest token of an ap^ 
proach towards a human residency they arrived 
under the walls of a most singular looking building* 

It was neither square, nor round, nor octangular^ 
but a rough mass of unhewn stone^ hardened pum- 
mice, lava, and whole timbers, inaarted one within 
the other, by the angles of each separate piece, -em* 
bodying a consequent strength, and embracing the 
various trees as they grew on the spot within their 
lines, their squares, their circles, and various 
doublings. 

The full-grown oak, the a^, the lime, and the 
chesnut were pressed into the service of this moun- 
tain retreat, and spread their wide branches, inter- 
mingling with the roof of the building, which was 
a continuation of the same rough kind of archi- 
tecture. 

Billinsneres sounded a low shrill note from a 
small ebony whistle, suspended from his neck by a 
massy gold chain. 

Alzaida saw it glitter in the moon-beams which 
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dlanted through the lofty tops of the gigantic "firs, 
and it reminded her of the " curiously-wrought 
Isiks of Cyclopean art,'' which, with the medallion, 
had entangled her into so much and apparently 
such increasing difficulties ; but which she still wore 
round her neck. 

The Massonidas replaced kia specimen beneath 
his vest, and Alzaida feeling that that of the Gibe- 
mnto, and which slie was now determined to keep in 
evidence, was safely in her own possession, again 
turned her attention to the building. 

H^ palfrey stood immediately opposite to one of 
the trees imbedded in the wall. Suddenly he 
pawed the ground, snorted, as if under the impres- 
sion of fear, and backed several paces. 

Alzaida rubbed her eyes, passed her hand over 
her face a first, a second, and a third time ; still the 
entire tree, a thick sturdy chesnut, appeared to 
quit the surrounding stone, pumice, and shining 
lava, and advance towards her as her terrified 
animal retreated. 

Sinon uttered a groan, and the sylvan monarch 
of its tribe,, as if attracted by the sound, turned 
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wilb it^ spreading bzancheB Aowly towards him. 
He Bprmg from Ms saddle^ and fled ; but Bmiti^ 
neres quickly recalled him with a shout of laughi^ 
that rang through the forest. 

" Coward fool T said he, when the last echo df 
his voice had died upon the air. " Dost thou think 
that we, sons of the leafy-wood, the mountun^s 
belt, permit the entrances and exits of our* strong 
holds to be scanned bj mortal eye ? Enter now* 
the hollowed tree, thou, the Lady Alzaida, and thy 
animals, and admire*** — and he grinned — *^ the work 
of Cyclopean masons ! We, lady, are the ancient 
masons of the land.^ 

They did so, and wound their way through a 
long dark passage, till a sharp turn introduced 
them into an immense stable, round the sides of 
which were stalls for thirty of forty horses. 

Stra,w, oats, and hay^ were littered about in 
wasteful profusion, and leaving their beasts to find 
provender for themselves amongst the many half 
filled mangers, they followed the old woman who had 
admitted them, and appeared to be the unstress of 
this delectable retreat, to another immense place. 
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nether to be partieularifled as a hall^ a xoo^, or' k 
giiUery) yet partaking somelbii^ of the nattire df 
eaafa. 

A long rough oaken table ran down the centre, 
i^id by its empty cups, flagons, and broken viands, 
appeared to have been lately occupied by a large 
party. 

Some of the different nooks and corners were 
filled with straw, or the fleecy skins of sheep and 
goats, and seemed to be the bed places of the 
wild son&of the mountain; whilst others of these 
fliequestered angles and recesses contained high-piled 
heaps of packages, bales of goods, jars of wine, and 
a variety of accumulated property. 

. Wooden stools and seats completed the furnishing 
of this unshapely place^ from the roof of which 
hung several large branches or arms of the trees, 
intermijiing with the stones, and a small iron lamp, 
from which a dim light flickered over the scene. 

There were, besides, two or three smaller rooms, 
or repositories of wealthy and a better furnished 
apartment, into which Al^saida was ushered. 

It had a piece of wdl-wom tapestry spread over 
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the eaitbm floar» a taUe» a stool, aad a settee 
covered with soft shaggy skins. 

A fire blazed in one ccHrneryfiom which the smoke 
ascended through an iron grating joiced in the solid 
lava of the roof, and gave a moderate appearaBcet 
of comfort to the whole. 

*^ This is the housekeeper's room, I suppose,"" 
whispered Sinon, ^* and she keeps it in tolendUe 
order for herself and her choice guests."* 

^ Ch(Hce guests !^ shrieked the portress, at the 
fuU extent of her lungs, just over his shoulder. 

'^ By the Gods ! I know that vdice,"* egtokdmed 
Sincm, starting round. 

<< My old mistress— my kind ho6te88«-«*oh ! 
doubly, thrtcefold wekomei, in this honrid place."" 
And Sinon threw his arms round the neok of his 
old landlady with an embraoe^ which feelingly ex^ 
pressed his delight at finding a fiiend, when vaidet 
such dismal circumstances. 

« Out on thee^ ingrate !"" vooifemted the enraged 
dame, throwing him from h^ with a greater strength 
than might have been expected from her tottering 
frame. 
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. ^^ Did I not bestow on dice fi)Qd^ miment^ sfael>- 
ter, and even money, when thou had&t neither 
a. morsel, nor a cloak, nor a home to protect thee 
fikxtt. destitutioaP Have I not nursed thee in sick- 
ness, jdfforded thee amusements in heakh, and paid 
thy debts of extravagance and foUy ? And what is 
my. return ? My house is ransacked — my goods 
phmdeced — mysdf a prisoner, and obliged to wait 
on the horrid savages who frequent this dungeon. 

^' Ok r she exclaimed, throwing up her hands, 
while the scalding tears chased each other down 
hi?r fui^fowed cheeks^ ^' Oh that I had never seen 
thee^-^hat thou hadst died, ere thou hadst pestered 
this world's light."" 

^^ But, my de«u* old lady,"" said Sinon, soothingly. 

<^ CHdlady!"" screamied the ancient dame. ^* I 
used to be. charming friend, amiable hostess "* 

^< Sp thou art now,"" interrupted hex late lodger, 
trjdng to coax her; but she thrust him away, and 
coQtijtitted her vodfemtions. *^ I was kind*hearted, 
dear, delightful creature .*—-«"" 

^^ So thou shalt be again, if thou wilt listen to 
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nie,^ pensvered ^le ex-physician, still edging* np to 
her«ide. 

^' I was the goddess of thy existence— -the li|^ 
of thine eyes — ^thine only friend upon earth — ** 

'^ But not the only one now,^ aspirated the wily 
son of Galen, aside, and glancing at the same time 
at Alzaida, who stood reclining her head against a 
piece of timber in the wall, flanked by two pR>- 
jecting masses of black lava. 

** And pray, my good dame, what brought thee 
hither?^ said he, addressing his late landlady with 
the most perfect degree of composure, founded on 
the anticipation that, even now, should he be enabled 
to liberate the Lady Alzaida, of which happy occur* 
rence he was not in the least doubtful, considering 
the certainty of his own skill and tact, forgetting 
his late awkward defeat, and the increased misfor* 
tune thence arising, that being a mere fatality, as 
he afterwards obserred ; and then . the JStalciean 
domain would amply compensate the loss of the old 
woman^s favor, and his glance at the tall eleguait 
figure leaning against the hard rough wall, fully 
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tress retained no possession over his heatti-T-vv- 
titisU a heart ! 

■^*What, or who should bring me?'' replied the 
Iticensed old woman. " Was I not brought here— r 
dfy^ged here by thy horrid crew ?" 
'" •" They are not my crew,'' returned Sioon^ en- 
ildavotiring to look cross, <^ nor do I understand 
what all this outcry is about." 
• " Not understand it?" screamed the enraged 
hostess. ^^ Didst thou not point out my house? 
Didst thou not give permission to these horrid 
banditti-^these' vile Cyclops, of whom the children 
of the city, aye, and its grown men and women too, 
are frightened, even at the very name ? Did$t thou 
not. send them to plunder the house that had shel- 
tered the^-^to pack upon their detestable mules, my 
dear long-«aved goods, my well-cleaned furniture, my 
tripods, my shining bowls, my pots of honey, my 
jars of wine; and oh! worse, worse,, my roUs of 
moioey'i my lumps of gold, and bars of silver, that 
I had stored up for so many years ?" 

" It is really very distressing," said Sinon, rather 

o 
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moved by the latter part of the sentence. " But I 
assure thee I knew nothing of the transaction, and 
am myself a prisoner, and that lady also« But was 
it not by thine own consent that they brought 
thee?'' 

" Oh ! no, no," she exclaimed, weeping. " Oh, 
no; but they forced me upon one of their vile 
beasts, and galloped with me, night and day, till I 
was almost dead." 

" And what excuse did they urge?" demanded 
Sinon ; " they could not have required thy assist- 
ance to take care of thy own treasures ?" 

" Oh, no ; their housekeeper was lately dead," 
they said, ** and they wanted another." 

" To cook their victuals!" replied Sinon, now 
indignant that the old woman and her money should 
both be rendered slaves to these barbarians. And 
he cursed in his heart, the cunning Billinsneres, 
who alone of the tribe knew where he had lived, 
and must have contrived this misfortune to the old 
lady, in order to deprive him of any aid, but what 
might come from himsdf or the Giberanto. 

<* They have not given me much trouble," she 
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answered, " in cooking. They bring home to this 
vile place, their detestable home ! sheep, lambs, kids, 
and poultry, strapped across their mules, or in sacks, 
and sometimes a bullock is driven before them. 
They never permit a fire to be lighted but at night, 
when they kill, and then roast their meat upon the 
embers, doing all for themselves but clearing away, 
which of course is left to me; and they had not long 
departed when you arrived, as you might have sup- 
posed by the confusion.'' 

** And perchance they may shortly return,*" said 
Alzaida, in considerable alarm. " Where is the 
monster who conveyed us hither? Is he gone 
back to his yet viler master, that he has not since 
made his appearance?'' 

" Yes, he is gone," replied the utihappy houses 
keeper. 

*^ Then, surely," demanded Alzaida, ^^ as thou 
didst open the door to receive us, so thou canst now 
do the same for us to depart ; and if thou hast no 
beast of burthen for thyself, thou shalt be welcome 
to take thy turn on my palfrey." 

" Delightful !" ejaculated the ex-physician ; "the 
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very thing I was thinking of; but dertainly my 
horse would better answer the purpose than inoon-- 
veniencing thee, lady ?'*^ 

*^ Thou art obliging,'" replied Alzaida^ coldly; 
^^ but I will take the management of my affairs this 
time into my own hands.^ 

<^ I am not to blame,^ muttered the distressed 
teacher of logic ; ** and if the Giberanto had not 
sent me down that vile flight of three hundred steps 
into a dismal, loathsome vault, where frogs croaked, 
toads hissed, and lizards crept about, even dreadful 
to think of ;'^ and Sinon shook his clothes, and 
rubbed his arms, as if in the act of brushing off 
the reptiles ; *^ if it had not been for that, I should 
have carried thee safe to ^Etalcssa.^ 

** And how didst thou get thy liberty?*" de- 
manded Alzaida. 

He hesitated, turned to the fire, kicked the em- 
bers together with his foot, and appeared disinclined 
to answer. 

" Wast thou released by the free wiU of the 
Giberanto, or through the intercessions of th^ 
MaiBonidas ?^ 
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<* No, nefther," he replied quickly. " I h^d 
much trouble to persuade the Massonidas, and all 
favors came through his hands, and many were 
the messages I sent ; to all of which he returned 
Wgry answers, until ^ 

^^ Thou didst promise again to delude^^-^ain to 
betray — and again to lend thy assistance to ruin 
one who would have well requited thy faithfulness 
of service,'' interrupted Alzaida, indignantly. 

*^ But still I have done thee service,'' retorted 
Sinon, without, however, denying the charge, " by 
accompanying Billinsneres, instead of one of those 
frightful Cyclops who waited on thee in the morn- 
ing. Only think," he continued, seeing Alzaida 
recoil at the remembrance. 

^^ I do not choose to think. Sir," said Alzaida. 
" It is my intention to act ;" and turning from the 
disconcerted preacher of patience, she demanded of 
the old woman if she could furnish them with 
«ome provisions — some trifling refreshment, at the 
moment ? 

The quondam hostess, being a little more calm 
than at the first entrance of her visitors, quickly 
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produced some good wheaten bread, mountain figs, 
honey, and the cold remnants of her own meal, 
vdth a flagon of excellent wine. 

^ This is capital!^ said Sinon, rubbing his 
hands. ^^ Some of your own honey, I suppose, my 
good friend ? Delightful kid ! Charming wine ! 
Oh ! the rosy juice, the nectar quite divine ! Why, 
my good old hostess, thou art removed higher up 
in the world — thou hast gained a step both in locar 
lity of situation, and in personal honor ; thou art 
now the Hebe of the mount !^ 

** But ah! what is that?^ said he, interrupting 
himself, and eying some game that hung upon a 
peg inserted in the wfdl. *^ What dainties hast 
thou there P Quails ! delicious quails, I vow ! With 
thy permission, my amiable purveyoress, we will 
try their quality:^ and he rose, unhooked them, 
laid them on the table, drew his stool near, plucked 
them, arranged them round the glowing embers; 
and while thus occupied in the task so con- 
genial to his gastronomic propensities, he did not 
perceive Alzaida (who had already finished her 
repast) quit the room, beckoning the old woman 
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to follow; who, however, informed her th^Jt, she 
had been entrusted with the power to open the 
stupendous entrance gate, only from the depar- 
ture of the robbers to the moment of the arrival 
of the Massonidas. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

The morning appointed rose pure, clear, and 
unsullied, by even a wandering cloud ; the eventful 
morning, that ushered in the day of trial, for which 
Hamiltiades had sacrificed so many innocent indi- 
viduals ;^ — for which he had completed the pollution 
of a soul, already steeped in wantonness, barbarity, 
iniquity of thought, and foulness of deed. 

The glorious light of Heaven spread its wonted 
brilliance over the land, and seemed unconscious of 
the dark plot that gloomed beneath its brightness. 

Our unworthy hero, after flinging the bolts 
within their sockets, upon the Lady Alzaida, in his 
own gilded saloons, had haughtily stamped through 
the spacious hall, that graced the entrance of his 
mansion, and springing down the marble steps, in 
appearance so like the ascent to a righteous 
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temple, threw himself into a spleiidid chariot, and 
rapidly dashing through the city, continued his 
journey till within an hour of day-light, when the 
cavalcade stopp^ for rest and refreshment, at a 
small house by the road side, one mile without the 
walls of Syracusse. 

It could not be termed an inn, offering no 
accommodations but what, in a general way, were 
requisite for the use of the family ; though some- 
times, as on the present occasion, parties from a 
distance, and embassies, were permitted to rest 
awhile, to recruit both strength and appearance, 
before an entrance into the city. 

The retainers of the Giberanto, first Carefully 
tending their val-di-demonian steeds, then making 
a meal of the best the bouse afforded, sought a few 
hours sleep on the wooden benches, in this common 
eating room, or stretched themselves on bundles of 
.straw upon the floor. ' 

Hamiltiades could not sleep, — he lay down, he 
rose again, and, quitting the house, walked upon the 
green sward before the door. The sun had not 
then risen, and all was damp and gloomy. A chill 
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struck to his breast, and a cold shivering ran 
through his frame. He walked quicker and 
quicker, but the feeling of heaviness settled on his 
chest, and he was at length obliged to return to the 
house ; and stirring together the dying embers of 
the fire, he covered himself with a cloak, and lay 
down before it : after awhile he fell asleep, when 
horrid visions presented themselves before his 
troubled fancy. 

He was already in the Temple of Apollo, The 
statue of the God seemed to wave a flaming sword ; 
dead men, and murdered women, rode in succession, 
till the whole building was filled. 

Blood flowed in torrents ; first reaching the soles 
of his feet, then his ankles, — ^his legs, till he stood 
up to his knees in the crimson flood ; and severed 
heads, with eyes stiurting from their sockets, and 
quivering tongues, floated about the horrid lake. 

The walls suddenly disappeared, and the concen- 
trated liquid mass, of fearful hue, heaving its 
bosom, swelled into a magnificent stream, — niagni* 
ficent only from its size. He was standing upright 
in a shallow bark, and, as he gazed over its frail 
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sides, into the deepening river, his face, which at 
first reflected on its surface livid features of ghastly 
paleness, gradually, assumed the scarlet of the awful 
mirror itself; and, by degrees, the blood within his 
veins increased its natural heat, until his whole 
person glowed into the feeling and appearance of 
living fire. 

With a look of horror^ he endeavoured to turn 
aside from the reflection of himself, but his terrified 
glance lighted on a sight, which proffered a fearful 
ending to the unpleasantness of his present situa- 
tion. 

His shallow craft had borne him swiftly — silently 
over the still deep crimson flood ; and, as he turned, 
a region dark, gloomy, impenetrable to mortal eyes, 
slowly unfolded its adamantine portals. 

He made a strenuous efibrt to resist the impetus 
of his self*moving machine ; but the stream, though 
smooth, deep, and glassy, like a crystal fount, was 
rapid, as had been the uninterrupted courseof his own 
impetuous passions ; and unable to stay the passage 
of the few frail planks that supported him, he leaped 
up to his chin into the gory bed, which, as it 
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expanded its bosom to receive him, hissed, and 
recoiled to the raging fary of his frame. 

Struggling against these accumulated horrors, 
and scarcely able to respire, he burst the frightful 
bonds of sleep, and quickly discovered that the 
woollen mantle, in which he had wrapped himself, 
had received a spark from the fire, and was now 
smouldering round him. 

Disencumbering himself from the burning fr^* 
ments, he again hurried without the door, and as- 
cending a little knoll of earth, close by, looked 
anxiously up the high road, towards Mtna^ The 
dawn had now cleared the surrounding mists, and a 
considerable way might be seen across a level plain. 

^* It is too soon,^^ said Hamihiades, descending 
for the second, and then for the third time ; ^* he 
cannot arrive yet, — the distance is too great ; — ^he 
cannot possibly be here under another hour, or even 
two, notwithstanding the relay of horses I have left 
for him. And, perchance, he may have met with 
some opposition on the road, or in the forest.^' 

" I almost wish," he continued, muttering to him- 
self, " that 1 had followed his advice, and put 



1 

\ 



301 

Alzaida out of the way, once and for ever ! . If this 
day, — this perilous day, I should be deprived of 
the assistance of my right hand, — my trusty fiil- 
tinsneres, I shall be lost, — infallibly lost !^ 

" Whose ready wit will be there, to turn the scale, 
should evil chance outweigh me in the balance ?— * 
Who, to make up for the loss of him, whose pointed 
sarcasms would turn even the very Gods themselves 
into ridicule, should they honor mere earth-bom 
mortals, by preserving them, and sacrifice instead 
their own descendant ? 

*' Immortal Brontes, look down upon thy son ; — 
let not the last of thy mighty race be crushed 
beneath the foot of usurping man !^ 

Upon which he spurned the ground. It flew in 
a cloud round him ; and two flints striking sharply 
against each other, a small — a very small particle 
entered the comer of one of his eyes. 

Thinking it to be dust only, and feeling the sud- 
den smart, he hastily rubbed his hands across the 
lid, by which means the minute fragment became 
imbedded, and bright red drops trickled down his 
cheek. 
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Half maddened by the pain, he flung himself 
upon the ground — ^upon the earth he had lately 
spumed, and bathed his face in the little streamlet 
that issued from the bank, apparently laughing as 
it merrily gurgled over its stony bed, whence it 
finally emptied itself into the pond near the house ; 
in which the val-di-demonian horses were now 
refreshing themselves. 

He called to his guards; the people of the house 
came also ; but the lower lid and the comer of his 
eye were so swollen, that, without laceration, it was 
impossible to remove the flinty particle. 

When the inflammation had risen to its height, 
the violence of the agonizing irritation decreased to 
a more settled pain, though with occasional sharp 
twinges ; and the upper lid becoming aflPected also, 
the blood-shot eye was scarcely more perceptible, 
than if it had been extracted from its socket; but 
finding the services of his attendants useless, to miti- 
gate the severity of his torment, Hamiltiades dis- 
missed them, and seated himself on the side of the 
little hill, from the height of which he had looked 
out for his little worthy colleague. 
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*^ Ah !^ said he, forniing^a screen for his aching 
ball in the hollow of his hand, and supporting his 
elbow upon his knee, ^^ these omens are sad ; some 
unexpected witness will start forward.^ 

" My dagger is at thy service," exclaimed an ill- 
looking fellow, advancing from behind a cluster of 
wild fig-trees, with whose delicious fruit he appeared 
to have been regaling himself; and he tossed in the 
air one of their short stems, as he came towards the 
Griberanto, who, raising his elbow from his knee, 
looked up and frowned. 

The action caused a renewed violence of pain ; 
and, ctmsing the intruder, he rose, and walked 
about. 

^^ I meant no offence," said the man, who bore 
the appearance of a sturdy mendicant, one of the 
vagrant tribe, who, having no inclination for honest 
employment, turn the natural energies of their 
hardy frames to vicious pursuits and stipendiary 
murders. 

A rope of hay, twisted two or three times round 
his waist, confined an old tattered robe, which had 



/ 



304 

t)nce glowed brightly beneath the golden shuttles 
of some high-born dame and her skilful maidens. 

His feet were cased in leather; but his brawny 
arms, displaying powerful native strength, were 
naked to the elbows. 

There was a look about the countenance, which 
indicated illness, or a recent convalescence ; and his 
black hair resembled the stunted bristles of a wood- 
land boar. 

He gazed fiercely at the Giberanto, who, sud- 
denly halting, demanded his name. 

** Nysimachus, son of Nicanor,^ replied the man, 
undauntedly. And the prince walked away, mut- 
tering something about a wonderful likeness. 

Nysimachus nodded his head, as the noble youth 
turned his back, and setting his white teeth, pointed 
with his finger at him, then at his own breast. 

Hamiltiades returned, and the mendicant imme- 
diately resumed his dogged look. 

" I again offer thee my dagger,'' said he ; " and 
the deeper the dye, the more delightful will be its 
employment. I long to plunge it into the heart of 
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some individual, who, equally with myself, is inno- 
cent, and ill-treated." 

With the -latter word he made a feint, as if he 
would have plunged the weapon he had drawn from 
his girdle into the bosom of the Giberanto. 

" I am not ill-trieated,'' exclaimed Hamiltiades, 
retreating several paces. 

" Nor innocent neither r thundered the despe- 
rado ; and, holding back the dagger to the full ex- 
tent of his sinewy arm, clenching the other hand, 
and with his head inclining forward with a Cyclo- 
pean smile, he pursued the dismayed chieftain, step 
by step, as he still continued to retreat. 

" Who art thou ?'^ again demanded Hamiltiades, 
trembling with emotion. 

" Nysimachus, son of Nicanor,"' said the mendi- 
cant, contemptuously ; and, sheathing his dagger, 
he turned on his heel, and walked away. 

When he had gained a short distance, lie looked 
round, from over his shoulder. 

The Giberanto, after struggling for awhile to 
throw off the oppressive tide of feelings, which 
obliged him to sit down again on the edge of the 
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little knell, had at length lost both sensatioii and 
remembrance together, and, having slid from off his 
seat, he now lay senseless upon the ground. 

" There thou art, my prince,'' said the mendicant ; 
*^ but thou must not die yet ; thy time is not quite 
arrived.^ Saying this, he returned, and taking 
the helmet from the head of Hamiltiades, filled it 
from the spring. 

He was stooping with the water, when the sound 
of rapidly advancing hoofs, accompanied by the 
loud voice of the Massonidas, arrested him. 

Without a word, he dashed the whole contents 
of the casque into the face of the senseless prince, 
and, taking to his heels, was quickly out of 
sight. 

When the noble chief! the mighty champion 
of the wild sons of the mountain, recovered, he 
grasped, with a convulsive energy, the hand of his 
inestimable adjutant, or, as the household termed 
him, civil, military, and domestic demon. 

" Who was that run-away dog?'' asked this 
amiable friend. " He behaved very uncouthly 
when I rode up a short while since." 
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" Nysimachus, son of Nicanor,'' relied Hamil- 
tiades, scarcely come to his proper senses. 

^^ And who is Nysimachus, son of Nicanor ?^ de- 
manded Billinsneres. 

The Giberanto did not answer ; and he turned 
to the Cyclops, who, on the first alarm, had crowded 
round thdir master. 

They all pleaded ignorance of even a knowledge 
ol the name, and had not seen the individual so 
calling himself. , 

^* I thought the Giberanto had retired to rest,^ 
said one. 

" Nay," replied another, " I saw him walk out 
of the house, when I came in, with a bundle of 
straw, ^ from the stable, and with which I made my- 
self a snug bed in the comer. 

^^ And I can declare, to a certainty," rejoined a 
third, " that with my own eyes I saw him wrap 
himself in my cloak, that happened to lie on a bench 
by the side of me, and then stretch himself before 
the fire, which he had first raked together. I soon 
went to sleep ; and when I awoke again, two hours 
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^terwards, the Giberanto wfis gone, the fire was 
out, and the cloak'bumed to a cinder. 

'^ Thou must have been dreaming,^ resumed the 
second spokesman, angry at being contradicted in 
what he consida-ed a matter of fact. ^^ Besides,"" 
said he, " I did not sleep the whole of the time we 
rested, though my bed was in a comfortable nook, 
away from all interruption. I believe I was over- 
tired, from a long march yesterday for the Massoni- 
das C and he turned to the adjutant, who grinned 
acquiescingly ; ^^ and notwithstanding my greatest 
efforts,"" continued the man, ^^ I could not succeed 
in lofflng myself beyond a mere doze ; and I am 
confident that the Giberanto has not been once into 
the room since I saw him leave it.'* 
. " Ah ! ha ; that will do," said one. 

" Proof positive !"" cried another. 

" Capital evidence! dozing, but not sleeping,"' 
said a third. 

" To my mind,"" answered a fourth, laughing, 
" that is, swooning, but not fainting." 

The light-slumbering warrior was begitining to 
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be highly displeased, when Halniltiades cut shoft 
the debate, by bidding them prepare to start {or the 
city half an hour before noon ; and he dismissed hi« 
brave guardsmen, to settle their arguments whilst 
polishing their armor, rubbing down the sleek 
sides of their noble chargers, or draining the bowl. 

Replenished with the juice sublimei * 

Product of fair Trinacria's clime : 

Reviving to exhausted age, 

The cares of life meant to assuage. 

The Giberanto then himself returned to the 
house, and partook of some refreshment; but 
would not admit the Massonidas to his confidence, 
as regarded the cause of his sudden illness, though 
they sat together at the same meal. 

He valued the assistance of one, who hesitated 
at no earthly opposition to his will, 

Who, of coarse brutal strength, and savage heart, 
Obsequious smiled, or took the murderer's part ; 
Whose ever wily tongue, and willing hand; 
Nought that was true or guileless could withstand ! 

but he dreaded the laugh — ^the grin — ^the grin 
infemal-*-the everlasting grin-^when turned agaiost 
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himself; and he knew that Billinsneres would 
despise the feelings — the bitter feelings of doubt 
and alarm, which, connected with the occurrences 
of the morning, had so overpowered him ; and he 
tried to look cheerful, accounting for his illness, 
which was in some measure the truth, from the 
excessive painfulness of his eye. " I wish our 
young physician were here,^ said he. 

" Ah ! he is in our strong hold, in the forest,*** 
replied the mountain-man ; ^* and it is my inten- 
tion to keep him there, until our triumph being 
complete, we need not fear his mischievous pro- 
pensities.^ 

" He would, however, be welcome just now,** 
returned Hamiltiades. 

" No, quite useless.** 

" How so, Sir?^ demanded the Giberanto, 
fiercely. " I could tear my eye-ball from its 
socket, and hurl it from me, so intense is the pain 
round it.** 

" Thy hurt is serious,'' said the Massonidas. 
^^ Yet M imonades has not sufficient skill ta render 
thee^ffectual aid. But I will ride to the city, aiid 
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fetch hither one of the wiser, and more steady sons 
of Galen.'' 

" Surely not after thy long and very fatj^guing 
journey ?'*^ said Hamiltiades. 

" Oh, that is not of any consideration — none in 
the least," rejoined the Cyclop. 

^^ I am accustom^ to exertion ; and thou wilt 
hardly go through the trial with becoming spirit, 
unless thou hast previous relief from bodily pain. 
Come, hold up your head and your hand, my 
noble master, and let us pour a libation to the 
black God : his priest has promised to be at the 
temple, to witness our triumph I'' 

" Thou seemest to consider it certain,'' said the 
Giberanto, emptying the full-crowned goblet upon 
the floor ; " but there may yet be a chance against 
us." 

The Massonidas laughed scornfully. " Even 
with the mighty Apollo on their side," said he, 
" they cannot — I defy them to bring a living 
witness against us: — nay, look not so incredulous, 
my prince. Trust a Cyclop — trust Billinsneres 
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Massonidas not to allow himself to be btit-> 
witted!'' 

Hamiltiades did not feel quite so sure on that 
point; — he had strange misgivings about that 
Ny simachus, son of Nicanor, as he called himself : 
but, however, he did not mention his doubts, and 
Billinsiieres departed, and returned in less than ain 
hour, with the news, that the people were alfeacly 
flocking to the temple ; and so great had been the 
anxiety to despatch the momingV business, in 
order to be present, that not even for thrice the usual 
fee, would any disciple of Esculapius be persuaded 
to accompany him back ; but he had obtained, and 
that only by dint of perseverance, a lotion, con- 
sidered extremely efficacious in reducing hiflam- 
mation. 

It proved to be •of service ; and Hamiltiades, 
relieved by the application, about half an hour 
before noon — seated in his splendid chariot, armed 
in e£Pulgent steel; the sable plume nodding over 
his towering crest; and with Billinsneres by his 
side, commenced his route towards Syracusse : pre* 
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ceded by his Cyck^s^ who rode two and two on 
their tall chargers : each 

** In brilliant armor drest 

The greaves of ductile tin — the helm imprest, 
With various sculpture : and the golden crest." 

A single horseman, making the total number 
twenty-five, rode in advance, carrying, what ap- 
peared to be, a large salver, covered with an over- 
hanging cloth of bright scarlet, so highly raised in 
the middle, as to excite the surprise of the 
beholders, regarding the nature of the present the 
Giberanto was intending to lay at the feet of the 
monarch. 

It might be a casket, but not probable from its 
size, nor indeed by its form, to be another bowl of 
precious stones. 

^^ Perhaps,^ said a by-stander, as the cavalcade 
swept towards the front of the temple, ^^ it may 
be one of the golden balls, to represent the sun ; 
or a silver on^ to imitate the moon ; similar to 
those, which reports affirm, ornament the inner 
gates of the palace, at Catana."** 

" It may be so," observed another : " the riches 

p 



314 

of the Gilieraiito family are supposed to be ineir- 
haustible."* 

^' And their insolence also,** said the worthy 
Esthenes, the fat citizen of Acradina. ^ What 
other of Hiero's subjects, under condemnation for 
one murder, and suqpected of others, i^mld pre- 
sume to venture into the presence of majesty, to 
stand his trial for life or death, surrounded by 
a body-guard, and himself in complete armor, as 
if to dare the hand of justice.^ 

^^ Look at those fierce mountain-bandits,^ he 
continued, with increasing indignation; << see, 
with what haughty bearing they draw themselves 
up on either side, to allow the chariot to approach 
to t]ie very threshhold of the temple^ as if it were 
the monarch himself they honored.^ 

In fact, Hamiltiades did ascmd the marble steps 
with awful pace, and important gait, as though he 
verily considered himself scarcely, if at all, inferior 
to the mighty King of Syracuse ; aye, or even the 
Gods themselves, 

'* Those air-bred people, and their goat-nursed JoYe." 
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So completely had BiHinstiereSj duHng their short 
ride, succeeded to restore his natural self-con- 
fidence, 

'. ** Not one,^ said the worthy adjutant, " remainis 
to condemn you, or betray you.^ And he grinned 
80 impressiydy, that the Giberanto could but 
yield to the firm persuasion, that it was so : and 
the anticipated pleasure of exculpation sat boldly 
on his unlielmed brow ; for he had now laid aside 
his casque ; and had it not been for the unsightliness 
of his visual orb, he would have turned round, 
and smiled graciously on the multitude below. 

^^ Is that the Giberanto?^ demanded a fair 
maiden, who, leaning on the arm of the honest 
Acradinian, shrunk closer to him, as she put the 
question. ** What a singular-looking being!— 
How terrifically ugly !— Has he but one eye ?^ 

There was a general laugh at the expense of the 
iKtnsean Prince. 

^^ He glories in his ugUness,^ said one. 

^^ He is constantly vaunting of it,^ cried another. 

" Coxcomb !— pitiful villain I-^contemptible ego- 
tist r shouted all who were within hearing. " How 
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unfQrtunate for the ladies, that his oonduet lm» 
been equally unhandsome with his person i But 
was any thing honorable, or manly, or polite, to 
be expected from a Cyclop ? Does he not bebng 
to the one^yed race ?" 

" He pertains to the tribe of dcmi-^emons,"" 
angrily answered the worthy Esthenes; who, to 
use his own expression, literally detested both the 
old mountain-wolf and his brother cub. He then 
edged way for himself and the fair maiden into 
the temple. 

Meanwhile, the Giberanto, followed closely by 
the Massonidas, and sixteen of his guards, the 
remainder staying without, to tajce care of the 
.horses, and hold them in readiness for immediate 
service, should a sudden movement be requisite, 
advanced to the foot of the throne, on which the 
monarch was already seated ; not as on the pr&- 
ceding occasion, surrounded by the gay and the 
lovely, but by the venerable elders of the land. 

The prepared arrangements in the building, 
however, were precisely the same ; and cQuld the 
wishes of Hiero have been attended to, the as- 
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seiAdbly would have occupied' the exact places they 
had done before ; but the vast confusion of mind; 
aUxiety as to the result of the events of that inaus^ 
pick>us morning, the subsequent Sirocco pestilence, 
arid the after-excitement, so perseveringly raked 
up by BiUinsneres Massonidas, had completely 
banished individual remembrance of locality ; and 
the multitude crowded to the best situation, whence 
they could obtain a view of the witnesseis* 

Hiero, keeping himself aloof from the' party- 
spirit that at times ran high among the nobles 
of his court, had made the strictest inquiries 
into every rumor, every circumstance, that might 
chance to elucidate the truth. 

The declaration of Alzaida, regarding the 
sneaking conduct of the intimate associate of the 
Giberanto ; his per^nal behaviour, his holding up 
the locket to general view — ^the fatal locket, (the 
engraving of which had been executed by his 
own dastard fingers), with the evident intention of 
gratifying his despicable vanity, at the expense of 
a defenceless woman, raised surmises unfavorable 
to him in the manly mind of the monarch. 
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But then again, the continued silence of the 
Lady Alzaida, — ^her having permitted ruindus^ 
destructive reports to pass unanswered, even 
through the medium of a friend ; and her absence 
now that the opportunity was afibrded of openly 
defending herself, balanced the depressing scale 
of the Giberanto^s guilt to the equipoise of a 
former suspicion, that the iStalcaean family were 
not altogether strangers to the mysterious cause 
that had excited the anger of the Gkxi. 

And Hiero sat erect on his regal throne, in the 
conscious dignity of an upright judge, unbiassed by 
opposing faction, and sensible of the oo-operating 
influence of a powerful Deity. 

He received Hamiltiades with the courtesy of a 
monarch ; nevertheless, his keen eye viewed with 
a jealous glance, the burnished corslets and tower- 
ing crests of his mailed Cyclops ; and he demanded 
the reason of their intrusion into the peaceable 
precincts of a holy temple ? 

** Most gracious monarch,'* replied the Gibe- 
ranto; <Uhey are the natural attendants of our 
house; and from the time of our immortal fore- 
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^ther^ the warrior Brcmtes, never has it.l^een 
koown for one c^ his chaMren to ajqpear in th« 
^esence of majesty, without paying suitable 
respect to the royal throne; and pardon me, 
gracious king, or otherwise than accords with the 
raiown, obtained by th^ industry, their wealth, 
not only throughout this sea-girt isle, our own 
Iwrave Sikelia, but over widely-extended, powerful 
Greece, whose friendly ports will be open to re- 
ceive us, in case of need.^ 

The eyes of Hiero flashed with indignation at 
the implied insult. He saw himself defied, by the 
insolence of this scarcely disguised speech; and 
he was enraged at the application of the word 
^ powerful,' 

Even though he, and the people whom he 
governed, were descended from the far-famed 
Corinth; yet, inviting, fostering her native sons, 
honoring them as ornaments of his princely court, 
and rivalling the mother country in magnificence, 
in opulence, in vast possessions and dependent 
states, the word * powerful' grated harshly in his 
ears. 
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Bot^ retaJBiiig his dignity of maimer, and de^ 
temuiUDg equally to support his authority, Im ivh 
mediatdy despatched a messeDger for one hmidf«d 
of the guards of his palace, to sunrousd the cenlTe 
spacer where the fifty marUe coluiims led to the 
golden statue^ and thus cut off from the bulk .of 
the assembly, the Giboranto and his band, whom 
he commanded to stand to the left of the throoeL 

A sharp twinge darted through the injured 
optic of the crest-fallen chief; he applied his hand 
to his face, advanced a step, as if in obedience to 
the order, waved his followers to the place ap- 
pointed by the King; then continued standing 
still, one foot before the other, as if doubtful 
whether he himself dared disobey. 

He had wished to convey the impression, that, 
should the chances of the trial prevail against 
him; or, should the monarch be inclined to favor 
the adverse party, that he had a secure retreat, 
with those, who had both the power and the will 
to protect him from the justice of the Syracusan 
king; who would also lose a wealthy and sub- 
stantial subject. But, at the same time, he could 
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not stToid being sensibly aware, that, in driving 
miAtef 6 to such an extremity, he should oppose 
a^d injure hts own truest interest. 

The ardent desire of his soul, was exoneration 
in the sight of his countrymen, in order that he 
might rise on the ruin of those who had dared to 
defy him — ^to treat him with contempt ; and that 
his fierce ambition, his inordinate vanity, might 
contribute to his own advancement ; and that he 
might smile benignantly on the many congratu- 
lations to his successful skill and perseverance; 
and on the vast eelat with which the wide-mouthed 
trumpet of eternal fame would not fail to blazon 
his— *fove qffhir ! 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Hamiltiades, foiled in the attempt to cover 
his audacious speech, was obliged to retreat to the 
midst of his Cyclops, and there wait in respectfut 
silence the permission of the prince, and the time 
when he should be called upon for his defence. 

Twelve juvenile attendants of the temple, in 
white tunics, with small gilt bows and quivers, 
slung by a knotted cord of gold twist over their left 
shoulders, passing under their right arms, and with 
chaplets of flowers on their heads, and wreathing 
garlands round the offering, led in a beautiful heifer 
of the purest white. 

The priests were already assembled at the foot 
of the golden statue, and the aged Longanus, less 
erect, with eyes less brightly flashing their * con- 
sciousness of power,'— and mien less haughty, stood 
before the King. 
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^^ May I crave permission of our noble Monarch, 
said he, ^^ that the sacrifice be delayed till after the 
witnesses are heard, and guilt or innocence pro- 
claimed by inspiration of the God, or some holy 
sign ?" 

" Why not invoke the presence of the Deity ?'' 
replied the King ; " I will afterwards appoint a 
day, and provide the hecatomb, to signalize our 
gratitude, for mercy vouchsafed, in purifying our 
state ;" — and again, the words * powerful Greece" 
rang in his eaxh ^^i^ he looked towards Hamil- 
tiades, who was, however, engaged in close conver- 
sation, in an under-tone, with Billinsneres : — " for 
delivering our princely dominions,^ continued 
Hiero, " from iniquity, duplicity, and murder."" 

" Will the Monarch himself offer the sacrifice, 
and invoke the power of truth ?" said Longanus, 
lowly bending his head in acquiescence. 

" And why not the High-Priest?'' demanded 
Hiero, in considerable surprise ; " why not the vir- 
tuous Longanus — the' wise counsellor, who has so 
often turned the tide of kingly wrath into the milder 
channel of equity, and taught his youth, aye, and 
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his jxiereftsed manhfxxl too, to seek for truth, be* 
youd all precious gems^-^—beyond all treasures 
which the art of man can glean from the sur&ee 
of the earth, or dig from its embowelled depths : 
and Qow does he himself decline to invoke that 
mighty, alLcomprising power— the power of all- 
righteous truth?'' 

A deep blush glowed upon the cheek of Lon- 
ganus. 

The monarch looked sternly at him, and, rising 
from his throne, descended with haughty steps to 
the open court, and snatching the sacrifidal 
knife from the hand of the trembling priest, wlio 
closely followed, seized the heifer by the horns, and 
drew, the blade so sharply across its throat, that life 
instantaneously fled through the opening wound, 
and the animal fell without a groan. 

The sacred flour, the wine^ the honey-tempered 
milk, and pure water from the liidng spring, were 
brought, and calling upon the name of the mighty 
Apollo, invoking his presence, and his aid, to 
avenge the insult to his holy temple, and to eluci* 
date the cause of truth— -everlasting truth ! the pile 
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iras Ignited, and burning vehementiy^ ittaffended 
in a pure bright pjrramid of flame to the viiulted 
Ay. 

The auspicious omen was loudly hailed by the 
assembled populace, and glory to the mighty Phoe- 
bus rang frcHn com^ to comer of the vast edifice. 

When the sacrifice was consumed, Hiero and 
his venerable sages poured each a pure libation 
upon the embers; then laving their hands in a 
splendid golden vase, they reascended to the 
crimson-covered benches, on either side the king, 
and resumed their seats. 

A gentle swell of mellifluous music, and a voice 
ttom the statue of the God, accepted the offering. 

Hiero, the elders, the courtiers, the people, and 
the high-priest, fell on their knees ; but the brethren, 
at the foot of the marble mount, still continued 
their standing position. The high-priest motioned 
them to kneel, but covering their faces with their 
laag linen vests, they only bent forward in token 
of adoration. 

" See you that ?*" said Hamiltiades, to his worthy 



336 

colleague: ^ ^lionganus has lost his authority with 
his brethren,'' 

"Hushr replied Billinsneres; "the QoA 
speaks." 

A tone, sweet as it was powerful, issued fsom 
the golden statue, and uttered the following 
words :— 

'^ The lyre^as fallen, in token of disgrace. 
Nor shall the instrument resume its place, 
Until the 'still, small voice* the truth enforce, 
Then shall Apollo's rengeance cease its course." 

'^ Be firm !*' said Billinsneres, when the seraphic 
strain had gradually died upon the air« ^^Be 
firm, Apollo is against us; but with Pluto, and 
the whole host of hell, whom we have not failed 
to invoke and propitiate by offering upon offering,, 
and now hecatomb upon hecatomb shall follow^ 
aided by our - own fortitude, we may yet stand 
ground against proud Latona^s son. Be firm, I . 
say, my friend, be firm !" 

A sacred herald, at the foot of the throne, in a 
linen vest, and waving a golden wand in his right 
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hand, now commantkd Hamiltiiides'Giberanto to 
come forward, and answer the questions whidi the 
imghty Hiero, the monarch o( powerful Syracusse, 
should condescend to put to him. 

The king smiled at the pointed application of 
the word, the misuse of which, had so latdy 
offended him. 

The Giberanto knelt upon the lower step of the 
platform. 

The monarch commanded liim to rise. 

^* Tell me,^ demanded Hiero, entering at once 
upon the subject least expected, " where is the 
Lady Alzaida ?" 

Hamiltiades gazed in astonishment. Was it 
possible that the King could be aware of her 
being withdrawn from SyracussB, by his intrigue ? 
No, it must be a chance question, a mere casual 
inquiry, arising from the circumstance of her not 
coming forward, now that so much depended' on 
her personal evidence. 

" Is the Lady Alzaida at Catana ?^ said Hiero, 
observing his hesitation. 
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" No,. Sire;* replied the Giberanto undaunfedly^ . 
knowing that she was then in the forest ; but hp ^ 
added) with less truth, ^nor have I seen the lady , 
Alzaida since the funeral of the Lady Hippodxcaem"^ 

The monarch looked steadily at him ; but .a 
glance, a significant hem from BiUmsneres, and 
a. haughty dropping of the shoulders of this 
mountain-man, re^assured his confidence^ and 
with his unclosed eye, he insolently retipiied the 
stare of the King, 

On a sign from the herald, the young noblemap 
advanced, who had recognised the chain at tb^ 
mansion of the Lady Hippodicaea. 

^^ Knowest thou wherefore the Lady Alzaida is 
absent P^ demanded the King, ^^ at a time when 
her presence is requisite, to clear her fame ?* 

« I have made inquiries,'' repUed the young 
man, *^ and find that she quitted home three days 
ago, and that neither herself nor her domestics 
have been heard of since." 

Billinsneres grinned. Without Alzaida per- 
ceiving it, he had sent back two of the Cyclops to 
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bttiry the bodies of the slaughtered servants m a 
co|)se, near at hand, where it was not likely they' 
wduld be discovered. 

Hamiltiades was delighted also. He now felt 
certain that he had not been betrayed, and his 
assurance rising in proportion, he haughtily de- 
manded, if the young nobleman, iEdomaus, still 
persisted in his remembrance of th^ chain having 
been shown by him (the Giberanto), previously to 
its being found on the person of the Lady Alzaida ? 

He replied in the affirmative. 

Hamiltiades beckoned to the Massonidas, who 
immediately drew from beneath his corslet, a long 
string of curious golden links, attached to a small 
ebony whistle. He presented it. 

The young nobleman weighed it first in his 
hand, then on his little finger, examined the rings, 
tried to unhook one from the other, and at length 
returned it with a sigh. 

« 

" Do you exculpate the Griberanto ?^ demanded 
the monarch. 

" I must acknowledge, Sire,^ replied iEdomaus, 
'^ that the Brontean descendants excel in cunning 
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worknlfliisliip ; but the links of thk dudn appew- 
to me to be coarser, and differently arranged bom. 
the one which I have seen twice before.^ 

*^ And yet it is the same as that which the 
Griberanto, perchance, nnght have shown to thee, 
though he did not remember having done so,^ said 
Billinsneres, ^' when thou didst attack him so 
hastily at the villa ^talcae. But this diain was 
the one that my noble master used to wear, and 
he presented it to me a short time since. Take 
it, Massonidas,^ said he; ^^it wants a link, but 
thou canst fill the space with the little ebony 
whistle, ^thou dost hang round thy neck when 
travelling, for fear of the robbers who infest the 
roads.^ 

^^ Himself the greatest !^ ejaculated the worthy 
Esthenes. 

" He will not travel long, or he will take more 
distant joumies,^ said the mendicant, who bad 
thrown the water into the face of Hamiltiades in 
the morning, now standing close behind the Aerft- 
dinian, and the fair maiden, who started at the 
sight of his uncouth figure. ^^ Be not alarmed at 
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my appearance,^ said he ; I have learned n^nd^iiKi 
within this last month, and never again intend 
to be the tool of iniquity. I am, henceforth, an 
enemy only to the base and to the deceitful.^ 

^* I was not frightened,^ replied the maiden, 
sbothingly ; <^ but I am unaccustomed to crowds, 
and atn eagerly expecting to see a friend with the 
Giberanto, for whose safety I have much anxiety, 
if not doubts. Neither have I yet seen my father, 
who went a few days back to join him."^ 

The worthy Esthenes endeavoured to comfort 
her, observing, "that probably they might be 
kept apart from the crowd, afterwards to be 
brought forward as witnesses.^ 

" It may be so,^ replied the maiden, clinging 
closer to her conductor; <^but those two men, 
Hamiltiades and the Massonidas, look so ferocious, 
that my heart sinks within me, at the very thought 
of any friend of mine being in their power.^ 

Meanwhile, iEdomaus had retired, chagrined 
and highly disconcerted, at not being able, de- 
cidedly, to convict the Giberanto of duplicity, in 
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^bowipg oiffi obaiiL for another, though firmly cpn- 
vinced, iii his own mind, that such was the case;. ,. 

The monarch then demanded, if the fugitive 
Cyclop had been recaptured ? . , . 

" Alas ! Sire, I r^et,'' said Hamiltiades, ." ^ 
be obliged to acknowledge that he is not $^vi^« 
The villain fought with such desperate fury, that 
notwithstanding the order of my gracious l^ipg, 
and which was doubly enforced by CQXi^n^^[idj 
from myself, he was compelled to be cut to pi^{c?e9| 
before he could be secured,'' 

" The noble Hiero must have noticed the giaiEitr. 
strength of the man, when fighting in the temples'" 
observed the Massonidas. 

The king frowned, and waved him tp his former 
place. 

" And I have brought proof to justify n^y 
words,'' continued the Giberanto, moticwng for* 
ward the bearer of the scarlet-covered salver. 

All eyes within the temple were strained to their 
utmost extent of vision, and curiosity was at:ita 
height. 
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'Hamiltiades coolly removed the cloth,' and held 
it in his extended hands. He did not look at 
what he had uncovered, but turning to the 
monarch, " Behold r said be, " the head of the 
ttiurderer, who drew upon the city the vengeance 
of the mighty Apollo." 

A violent clap of thunder shook the temple ; 
thitfk clouds had been collecting over it during the 
Mtter few minutes, and a flash of lightning passing 
ifrimediately before the face of the attendant Cyclop, 
he started back, and the head of the old man, de- 
capitated in the Catanian gardens — ^neither gory 
nor disfigured, but with the eyes closed, the mouth 
shut, seared round the neck, and with its long 
white locks, smoothed as in the days of life and 
peace, fell from the salver, and rolled towards the 
Giberanto. 

** A mistake r exclaimed Billinsneres, springing 
forward. 

^ How is this ?^ demanded Hamiltiades fiercely. 
«^ This is not the head of Syretis r 

A piercing skriek rang through the building 
and the fair maiden, darting from the side of the 
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worthy Aoradinkti^ caught the head in her 93M», 
and pressed it convulsively to her bosom, esr^dktr- 
ing, " My father ! my father I'' and fell wllh'>itj 
senseless to the ground. ' *• 

It rolled from her embrace, agun to the teU of 
the iEtnsean prince. " Take it away!'* he voci- 
ferated to his Cyclops, clapping his hand upon His 
distorted optic, and glancing beneath the furrcnli^ed 
brow of the other, with a look oi horror. 

The attendants immediately recovered the vew&- 
rable remnant of the good old man, self-sacrificed, 
for the future happiness and protection of his only 
child — his beloved Sypsilla. 

- We must now, for a few mom^its, learve the 
assembly in the Temple of Apollo, recovering from 
the confusion and terror which. the dismal si^t 
had occasioned, and trembling at the violence of the 
storm without, that had suddenly distuii)ied the 
serenity of the bright blue sky, and the lig^tmng, 
that flashed terrifically through the goldc^-tin^d 
windows. 

The wretched maid^i was removed by her kind 
conductor to one of the dwellings of the . priei^, 
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ivbtle by some unknown whisperers tbe virtuouus 
sftqriigce pf . the old vintager became rumoured 
emong the crowd. 

« 

But— to return to the forest. 
' WJsten Alzaida had quitted the small apartment, 
either apjHPopriated to the housekeeper's, or the 
«hief bandits use, beckoning the old lady to follow; 
^with her asristance they securely fastened the door 
on the busily occupied Sinon, who did not observe 
their departure, until the quails, being roasted to 
the. exactness required by his exquisite palate, he 
thought of inviting the Lady Alzaida to partake of 
them. 

" Ha ! what, gone," said he, " to take a survey 
of the building, I suppose; but she might have 
' fhushed her supper first ; she can scarcely have had 
time to taste any thing." 

'^ These birds are excellent !" he continued, as 
<ine after the other disappeared, or left but few 
relics, to prove the keenness of appetite of our man 
of business. 

" They are perfect delicacies !" said he, when he 
had completed his meal. <^ These Cyclops, ban- 
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ditti — ^these wild wdb of the mountain., as they aiie 
called — know how to take care of themsdves ; they 
are expert enough at forcing the bread from the 
mouths of other pepple, aye, and animals too, if 
the old groom speaks rightly ; but they shall not 
prevent my getting possession of JBtalcaea ; no, no, 
there is my reward ! — I must hasten to assist the 
ladies ; they must be most extraordinarily engaged 
indeed, from the noise they are making; probably 
to look for a secret door ; but they can do little or 
nothing, without the aid of a strong arm like mine ; 
here is a health to our success r So saying, he lifted 
to his mouth a large flagon of wine, which the 
hostess had drawn from the choice store of the 
mountain-horde, 

** To quench whose fervent steam, 
Scarce twenty measures from the living stream, 
To cool one cup sufficed." 

" I am very tired,^ said Sinon, putting down the 
vessel, and drawing his breath rather heavily. " I 
must sit down an instant ; this riding up hill is hard 
work ; I do not think it would agree with even the 
Cyclops, if it were not for this nectar. I must take 
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another cup to refresh myself, and then for the 
ladies !'* 

This time his potation was even deeper than 
before, and our ex-physician soon lay stretched 
upon the ground, fast wrapped in the arms of 
M(»rpheus. 

When he woke the following morning, he found 
himself a solitary prisoner in the gloomy dungeon, 
from which he was not released until the return of 
the marauding expedition that had just departed 
before the arrival of himself and the Lady Alzaida. 

In after-times it was rumoured that the old 
landlady, in want of a husband, and Sinon dis^ 
tressed in a proportionate ratio for a few golden 
piles, similar to those which he had so unwillingly 
beheld swept into the coffers of the black-priest, 
they mutually forgave, and were to have been 
united ; but, alas ! another baneful Sirocco de* 
manded a further prey, and, ere tasting the de 
lights of independence, the cold grave closed over 
the hapless Mimonades — the cunning Sinon — ^the 
variable iEoIadus, of whom it had been justly 
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remarked, flM, hr horn bebga bud i^aKn^^t^rKlw 
bod, infiEtct«-*'*no dkaraefer o^^/ . -[.^ rroii 

Meantime Alisaida^ la ooiiiuBetkm i4tblotte 
hodtess, was aearbhiDg iritb tiie keen eje^ c^ i&t^mA 
anxiety, every hole and oomer of tfae tiuif^iitll 
building* . /f •• 

<< I &ar it will' be in yaiti»" said tbe d4 "^^n^ip, 
^ I have myself leisurely made the seme ei^ifip^A* 
tion twiee or thrice, and the only extra ouljle^ % 
hare yet diseovered, are the two trapdoors for th^ 
smoke to escape.^ > . 

'^ And I fear,^ replied Alzaida, smiling^ tbafiwe 
could scarcely wreathe ourselves into the • vapor* 
forms requisite to get through those small Tapc^^ 
tures ; but shall we look at the entrance?^ 

They accordingly jMxiceeded through the) dark 
passage which ran partly round tbe ating«larly;:C<^ 
structed dungeon, apparently to eonce^ bothllf^^ 
and sound from the interior, when the ddor ^hi)#(i 
be opened for admission. . ;.; [,fr. 

The entire trunk of the tree they found !to be 
hollow. The outer half had been cut off^^.^ thf 
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fihtl^ mii}i&i4kdle lindd ivitli is tUek coaiiiig of 
iron plates. The JBti^netoiiBc aimBSBad'btancheiE^ 
t^oldl^miKaiob»$md, '^iromtbairwanlsof folistge, 
boi^ tlie€^peai«uiee of hating been:]di|^^ Aough 

^* We may relinquish the idea of attempting anf 
^t^'hy dm iraiy^^ replt^ Alzaoda^ luKning back ; 
*^tkit eCre there no vaults ? Migfat ' we not diseont^er 
a ^etlret passage? Bad mea hove usually more 
iti^ils 4;hati one by which they enter or retreat from 
their strmig holds ; and these are masons of no 
otdinary ^kilL*^ 

' ^^'Thttf* oerteinly ute vaults,^ replied the hostess, 
\m% they are very dismal. Shall we call Mimonades 
to accompany ub f^ 

' -**' Oti nd account ; his want of steadiness would 
bl^' a^^'^i^re a i»ar<^lot as our fiercest enemies 
G^uld 'd^ire. It is my intention to leave him 
b^lhld i"he h^ -acquaintanoes among the horde, 
and they will, no doubt, treat him welL^ 
•'^^ It wiH assuredly serve him right," answered 
the oMlan^ady; ** and if he escape from the hands 
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of these robbers, perhaps he will be more grateful 

for the kindness of his friends in future.^ 

it 



Our safety depends in not having any thing 
to do with him,^ said Alzaida. 

They then searched in the vaults, and at length, 

' "'^'^^ 
behind several packages, which fortunately were 

• * > 

removed with ease, they discovered an iron grating, 

,'.t 

that led into a long gloomy passage. 

" Happily for us it is only secured by a bolt,'' 
exclaimed Alzaida, and taking the torch fromthe old 
woman, she ran some distance up the narrow path, 
to ascertain that it did not merely conduct to other 
apartments ; but it appeared to proceed in nearly a 
straight forward direction, considerably beyond the 
building, and left no doubt as to its being a private 
entrance: returning to her fellow prisoner, who 
stood trembling with apprehension, she bade her 
be of good courage, the chances were in their favour* 

^^ But lose no time, my good dame," said she ; 
^^ let us go quickly to the stable, and take the palfrey 
and the horse with us ; the former thou shalt have, 
and I will endeavour to manage the latter." 
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Notwithstanding Alzaida^s entreaty for speed, 
and promise of personal assistance, when at Syf^- 
ciisse, the aged hostess insisted upon filling two 
empty i^ne-skins with all the gold and silver cups, 
bars, and flagons, that she could in the hurry of 
the'moment, lay her hands upon ; and tying them 
together, she slung them across the palfrey, ob- 
serving, " that restitution was no robbery ; and, 
that she should still be a loser.^ 

Leading the animals by their bridles, they made 
a second descent into the vaults; entered the 

■ 

subterranean gallery, which appeared to be cut 

« 

through a bed of solid lava — a work which no 
other race of people than Cyclopean masons could 
have achieved — and continued to advance nearly 
a ouarter of a mile, when another iron gratmg 
obstructed their further progress. 

'\ Gracious Gkxls !^ said Alzaida, ^' it is locked; 
and piled against the outside, appears a quantity 
of the rubbish of the forest, collected and heaped 
together for the purpose of concealing it from 
obs^vation.^ 

'^ But I will make it known,^ she added. 
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dmirtiiig' tbe Uaon^: ioKh thtoogk rtlttb bite. 
The dry wood aoob xam^ fuM^ jiod fluaoiedjfieiadiy 
in fix>nt of liw g^aftb^ ) ; -i : uul 

<< Be not afraid^"" ioid Almd^iiuUifiBsbl^ the 
old woman^ at. liie asme tim^ pdttuigibfst noUe 
charger on the neck; ^^ if even the £re iginfitt the 
swrcmiidiflig iteeB,ibB,hiai mil acaxtdf^poMrate 
diiB deq> places diiqugh die earth, aad thnm^ the 
solid lava.'' ; . * u-r '>f I.- 

<^ Bui vibat iir to be done idtb. i^&anO^?'' 
cried i\he oH wovian; *^ we siuJl.he'rtjsuxij^ed 
\ipoi^-«-ve thaU t)e trodden under^fbot i'* . ny/ 

<< GfO bgf^Lwardg then/' aaid..Al2Bida:4'Jcirdateat, 
till you find the palfrey wfll stand- '^mefc^'^^ul^itiiie 
hersdf wif^taw har.paimiug ^imx^fim iM^mm^iii^ 
tance frcw the gratjng^ which fpooi Ifaeganilitf glow 
red, from the qufoitity oifyitl, t^ieqphfviiig hfefhaome 
tK)li4 blopU# ^f W09i qamglhe Uf^jM sqt^biiahLi 

The cmflasgration 9v»$ dra90«i«yag ttBi&fiorfiidfcer- 
'ing iHintft of flama^ when, in the bpf^ pnanM^it, 
' ikteaida olttenr^ ^ tali "Agaateai a[ inaii^' atten- 
' tively watching it. She threw the i>ri^ ^In her 
baftd, ot^at a firagaedng^ atone md^irai^ io'ihat 
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.^IImI aaAnal' could 'iiot jneoosreniea^ die old mgmmc 
vfandikl^^ffedfirdf^^imdibHi advanoed «8'il!ear.to4J9be 
bars as thek heated Mate w^nddijiendit 
>iii "Pe^^aiiii^lao'iqpptseadKd. ) 

jl'hm i9*it:tto2ifdy AlanddftP'^flud'he.-- ;. 
O'it €^istfpli8dintbe«^BSb»Uiti^i': - . r, ^ 
otRif6aA|id ^wiK> are her oompamGiifti^^ 1m &mlmi4t^. 
mh d^iksty ktk^Mymamy a pxiftDoer lik? HtpM^ 

she replied. • ,., ' 

''sii^Hie^^iiaDg^ thsn pnpoaedi that "tb^i should 
1^' jk!timitto;l9be seimrity <xf ^» vouka^irhilM ha^ would 

exert himself to Aoeeilke bars of tbt yntwig> by 
,iitte>ine^iiil'<^Uk)ie'fiid,^( ^iiad it not beett for the 
t« -"li^hty"^ said; ^^<^I: should. hajire wajsted time) in 
•>')br]a^g>totetttiGir'tfte buiUsqgbrf the op|)osite aida.'" 
wofr^Kb/rqgJl rdcgrafe} cff* fortitude wfis.riefuiai,t^ to 
H/ieaaUeftiro/vrfBien'to^'baii^ lor a quairtcv of: .a.i7(lile, 

ndiad^^'a fiery ichai|ger« and d ipsmxcmg. palfrey, and 
^-'ilueitMl<iB>'tbe'dariB|'fQr AJUsaida b«d throst her 
r'li9ilciiQigv.|me mtorit midst of- the bmihwood, 
- ? .«by vtaioll mtei&it wHs tiMJrely kwt for fut^in^sewice. 
r;t> pThfy^Jko99i9yar^didifi|;Bixitfiei«ail^ and with- 
tciipul dlsidcBft, ond'thepe rcsnaiiied as patieiitly as 
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thej could, while the stranger rekindled the dire^ 
and heated the bars, the hinges, and the lock, and 
every particle of the gate, till the atAiosphere in 
the passage became so intense, that it penetrated 
even through the first grating, as from a furnace 
ilue; and Alzaida^s aged companion became ccii!i- 
siderably frightened* 

^* We shall be completely stifled,^ she exclainil^ ; 
" and these precious things, some few of which 
were formerly my own, will be destroyed at last. 
Oh, my houses, my beautiful houses, I shall never 
see you more! Cruel, villainous Mimonades, to 
betray me to such a vile, hideous, dreadful place* 
But thou shalt die too ; — ^yes, thou shalt be burned 
to a cinder ;— *yes, dark as the disgorged ashes of 
the volcano. 

« Hark ! hark !" said Alzaida. 

Several heavy sounds were heard ; and aii im- 
mense block of stone, bounding over the lava, 
rolled up the passage. 

** The Gods are merciful .'"she exclaimeJ. " The 
stranger has opened the way for us to escape from 
this shocking dungeon.*" 
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, 3toae after stone flew along the gvound; and at 
length a shout procl^med.the succeesful issue of 
xbe kindly-enterprising stranger's attempt. 

^^ Let. us. lose no time,"" said. Alzaida; and 
advancing in the same order, as previously, they 
found that nearly the whole of the grating was 
demolished; but that the hinges and fai^nings, 
which, were deeply grooved in the surrounding 
Java, had remained immovable. 

They were obliged to wait till the bars were 
a .little cooled; then Alzaida and the old woman 
stepped through the opening with ease ; and after 
some trouble, the charger and the palfrey were led 
out ; and leaving the entrance exposed as it wasi 
d^ey hast^ied whither the stranger's horse, accom- 
panied by two others, were ready to. receive 
them. 

^* Friend,"' said Alzaida, as they hurried along, 
^^ thou hast already ensured my gratitude by thy 
services, canst thou double my obligation to thy. 
valor, by conducting us to.Syracusse P" 

^^ It is my injtention so to do," replied the 
stranger ; ^^ and as I have friends stationed every 



t«D miles «)oqs^tfae^.(fOip^M^K^ Iredf 4^|M9^ 
our itte; if the Gocb are wiUing, we sfaaU jf f^lf^fQi 
time." 

Here we must leave them, and retuiji to the 
scene transpiriiig in thetenqik. 

Whikt.. .tkMijr Vi^ra iWSM^ii^ Ihe lK9iaippj 
JBleonMBk WjimaH^jpft n&d the M«ifli8i4«r re- 
trealcdintQ'tb^ midst «f th«ir C^^dops^ ami ii^difd 



at each oth&r. in oOnatfnMitiaiL 
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Bfll^^ and tresMhary^ ^^actdabed ib^adter ; 
*^ I will be the death . of erery one (X9iowiied>iirflhe 
plot, when,! retism to Caimia^'^ • - .- ' '^/o 

'' AjFe^^^^hen thou doM 09tilni^" wdi^a^femre 
behind him. .-.'.'{ho^Hi 

The tv9 worthies looibed .Muad>f hastii^ but 
eouU not distinguibh wl^aaaa the't taua^inpno- 
corded. '.y .: — <-• 'M >l f iiTi 

^ We ate beimytd on aU sidf^?Lfsat^Mjbe 
CUbesanto; ^^ aiui thia is thy v«iyMedui»iaMi|se- 
.ment-Mhft.residt of Ihy emmiuig ctatdmnM^'hr 

<< Ingitate!'' nqpiled BilUnsatres); ^ . : i.rw^ 

'< Yile^ perfidioua hetai^ P . fetottjed th« itiOttn- 
tain piMoe. 



/ I •/■'.• • • ,. ^ 
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loi^ccilgifiN^fitrdJ"* aiiswfered Ibe^ worthy afljuti^t, 



The grin sarcastic — ^loathsome to the eye : 
Which, tempted to resent — we yet pass hy. 
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i' iJBikt Haiwltiadee clapped his hatid to his sword. 
: l^MMMiida» laughed hat bitterer iMay. ^ We 

iatfb'lkith' entan^ed in tBe same wi^V isaid he; 
<< and for us to quanel, wodid be 4; fidfy indtied:^ 
1^^ May st> thou perish!^ aspirated the 6ibbranto, 

>iwho^oMMd to love his friend, the instant that his 
own interest — his soul-absorbing interest-^was 

^ «ndaBgei<ed ; attd that he began to tiecible far 
the consequences of then* nearly mutual guilts 

'> ^- Q^bd'Sto]te''had'mow increased to a perfect 

^t^ptttt^ tber eleetiy fluid darted through the 
windows— glided round the majestic columns*^ 

xfaw^^-aloi^'t^e gBound, or flared terrifieally over 

'^liMilieads lOf the multitude ; and the &under burst 
in sudden and iieverbtfating peals; whilst a km 
rumbling sound was heard, haidly to be dedded, 
>wlMtbcr it pioceeded from the interior of the earth, 
or if it were the dying away of the distant echo. 
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General alarm prevailed ; but it was as dan- 
gerous to quit the temple as to remain : and when 
the temporary confusion, the natural effect of the 
awful convulsions of nature on mortal minds, 
had in some degree subsided, the monarch, anxious 
to continue the trial, again commanded the Gibe- 
ran to to come forward. 

He advanced, and stood to the right of the 
throne, nearly facing the golden statue. 

Hiero had already assumed a stem look of in- 
quiry, and was on the point of addressing him, 
when a severe concussion of the earth beneath the 
building threw many individuals from their feet. 

There was an immediate rush towards the doo^ ; 
but, as on the previous occasion, an harmonious 
swell of divine music burst •n the astonished ears 
of the assembly — it arrested their flight; but its 
thrilling notes were transitory as those of the harp 
of iGolus, when its strings are swept by the preci- 
pitous blast of Boreas. 

The king, the elders, the courtiers, sprung from 
their seats. 

** Ye righteous Gods ! merciful Apollo l^ ejacu- 
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lated the high-priest, stretching out his arms towards 
the golden statue, which shone brightly in the 
partial gloom. " Have pity on thy servants, — thy 
adorers, — and enable us, by some unerring token, 
to discover the guilty, that this thy rage may cease, 
and the innocent be rescued from destruction.'" 

A gleam of vivid lightning darted through the 
window immediately above the God, — ^played for a 
second round his brilliant-surmounted brow ; and a 
sweetly modulated voice, in tones distinctly audible 
to the whole congregated multitude, was heard to 
repeat these words — 

*' The still, small voice" shall finally betray 
The murdereri and his guilt display." 

• 

The brethren of the temple, who. had retained 
their station from the first opening of the tribunal, 
now divided their number, and, falling back, sepa- 
rated into two close lines, disclosing, to the asto- 
nished gaze of the anxious spectators, a sight that 
instantaneously forced from the Giberanto aloud-— 
a rending shriek of the most complete despair. 

On a square tablet of black marble, lay the statue 
pf a corpse, chiselled to the exact likeness of the 
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uiilbplUQfttD idmsghlttr- of Ihe liigfa^priesti ' i 'B^Affif^ 
dark tresses Aawed met bcr ahouUersi indtjhfm 
iviike lober ivwrcriiisaii^ ftmn tlie W9ifett id^iitor 
extremity of the enibixiideoed' bcnu Tlie imigfl 
Alzaida, in fieram, uqipeaoped stwding by theeiiiQ of > 
the scijdptiupect corse, witii anodaer cboiee ^ spedtV^ii 
of stfenglfai sigBidtji asad fidelity, in thetotmifitiH 
beaut^l Molossian mastiff, and which «he 3;ifd4 
gently by a btoken cord round his neek ; .^hi^ 
Syretis, habited as formerly, and PecchiQijis, the 
sturdy m^idicant, each holding a spad^ seemed 
as if in the act of digging a grave. .. > . 

Hamiltiades sprung to the middle of the i^eoxtr^ 
q)ace, and fell on his knees^ with an agonized gtt)an 
of horror. i.n ', 

The temple rocked convulsively ; : thd itoHs 
reeled; the earth undulated; the stones hitavtad 
from the marble pavement ; a densid smoke issued 
from beneath, and, surrounding the Giberanto for 
an instant, he was concealed from view. 

It rose awfully, in a spiral column, to the very 
roof of the building, and there, wreathing itself 
into a mass of dark clouds, <^ shades^ indeed, 
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09iuk<!«3 the light of the lind flaipe that followed^ 
which burst forth with «ieh Tiolence, that the 
laarble flag on which the JBtDseaai prince was 
lOSeaEi^y was diirtn upwaid b;^ the force, whilst 
db*eetly under him yawned a tcferjfie chfiam. 

The multitude shrieked. The Cjrolops, with 
Bfliinsneres Massonidas at &eir head, pressed for- 
ward to snatch the Giberanto from the tremendous 
gulph ; but, by the heaving motion of the earth, 
were themselves precipitated into the dreadful 
abyss, which finally closed over them, and the last 
descendant of the mighty Brontes, the immortal 
9cm of Coelus and Terra. 

Thus was murder detected — the guilty were 
punished — ^innocence triumphed; and the justice 
oF'J^e Gdds.was vindicated, by the unerring influ- 
.entfie'Df 

^' The still, small Voice.'' 
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